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Welcome to Booktime! This time we have a bumper edition for you, 
full of great autumn book recommendations and author interviews. 
We take a look at a brand new epic novel by American author 
Jonathan Franzen (see page 9), and we explore the latest book by 
Susanna Clarke, set in a strange world (see page 13). Crime writer Ann 
Cleeves tells us about her second mystery to feature Devon detective 
Matthew Venn (see page 12) and we take a look at a new novel by 
James Han Mattson which is set in a haunted house escape room in 
the 1990s (see page 25). We also interview Michael Farris Smith about 
his novel which imagines the early life of The Great Gatsby narrator 
Nick Carraway (see page 8), and there’s the chance to win a range of 
Gatsby goodies (see page 63). Historian Dan Jones takes us through 
his new history of the Middle Ages (see page 19), John-Paul Stonard 
tells us about his history of art (see page 37), and Edward Brooke-
Hitchings reveals more about his book on the art of the afterlife (see 
page 38).

There’s a new magical adventure story of rebellion by theatre director 
and screenwriter David Farr (see pages 56 & 57), and we interview 
Aisling Fowler about her debut children’s novel (see page 45), Rob 
Biddulph on his first illustrated fiction book (see page 44) and Clare 
Povey on her adventure story set in 1920s Paris (see page 59). Learn 
how to be a Rebel Girl (see pages 52 & 53) and how to negotiate life 
as a Black teenage girl (see page 55). There’s an endearing tale of lost 
letters and the secret Sorters who find them (see page 60), as well as 
a the story of a runaway girl set during the Cuban Missile Crisis (see 
page 51), and an award-winning YA novel by indigenous Australian 
author Lisa Fuller (see page 61). There are so many great books this 
autumn, whatever your interests and whatever your age, so now is 
the time to visit your local independent bookshop and embark on a 
journey of discovery.

Ruth Hunter, Editor

We hope you enjoy this new edition of Booktime.
To enter our competitions online, please visit the webpage:
www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/BooktimeSeptember2021
Or write to us at the address below.

For any other queries, please email: booktime@booksellers.org.uk

Booktime, The Booksellers Association, 6 Bell Yard,  
London, WC2A 2JR

Follow us on: Twitter     @Booktimemag and on  
Facebook,     Booktime Magazine.

Please note: Booktime is available exclusively from independent 
bookshops, please do not contact us for copies. Please do not send  
us unsolicited books, manuscripts or reviews, as all material is  
chosen and written in-house.
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When did you decide to write  
your autobiography?
It was largely due to the fact that we were 
locked down. I’d watched all the box sets 
and Nicholas Cage movies that I could bear, 
and I got the feeling that the lockdown 
could last a long time. Also, when I’ve 
appeared on the panel show Would I Lie 
To You? people seem to enjoy the stories 
from my childhood and that’s probably 
where the germ of the idea came from, that 
I could join these stories together. That gave 
me the confidence that I could tell these 
tales, and then the lockdown gave me the 
opportunity to write them.

How did you go about writing the book – 
was it all from memory?
Yes, it was all from memory. I’d just go 
along as normal, watching the telly or 
pottering in the garden, then I’d remember 
something, and that was my next 500 
words. Then I’d forget about it until another 
memory came into my head. So it was a 
very slow, gentle process, of writing about 
500 words a day.

“People seem 
to enjoy the 

stories from my 
childhood”

Beloved for his original comedy shows with partner Vic Reeves 
such as Shooting Stars and Vic Reeves Big Night Out, in recent 
years Bob Mortimer has become just as popular for his Gone 

Fishing series with Paul Whitehouse. But how did this shy 
solicitor from Middlesbrough make it in show business? As his 
new autobiography is published, we talked to Bob about his life.

Laughter 
Lines

A nd Away… takes us through the 
weird and wonderful life of Bob 
Mortimer, best known for being 

half of the duo Vic & Bob. Beginning 
with his life-changing heart operation 
in 2015, he looks back at his early life, 
from his childhood in Middlesbrough 
and the death of his father when he was 
aged seven, to his years as a depressed 
student in Brighton, to becoming a 
solicitor and moving to London. It was 
there, one evening, when an old friend 
called round and asked if he’d like to go 
to a comedy show called Vic Reeves Big 
Night Out. Before he knew it, Bob had 
joined Vic (whose real name is Jim Moir) 
on stage and was embarking on a career 
in comedy.

He goes on to describe the many shows 
he and Jim worked on together – from 
The Smell of Reeves & Mortimer to 
Catterick, to Families At War to Randall 
& Hopkirk (Deceased), to Shooting Stars 
and House of Fools – as well as many 
other projects. He explains how he found 
peace and a new lease of life angling 
with Paul Whitehouse in Gone Fishing. 
And along the way, he tells a lot of funny 
and memorable tales, some of which 
might not be true. And Away… is a joyful 
and honest account of a life in comedy, 
and the importance of having a daft 
laugh with your mates.

The book takes us through your early life 
chronologically, and then it is thematic, 
after you started your show business 
career. Why did you structure it in this way?
I was trying to find a way that I could tell 
the different stories that would interest 
people, and also address my career, just 
guessing that people would want to hear 
about the telly stuff. So I found a way to 
combine the two. I started with me being 
in hospital for my heart operation, because 
at that time, that seemed to me the pivotal 
event in my life. Before that, it would 
maybe have been my dad dying when I 
was a child. So that was where I started 
from, and everything flowed from there. I 
don’t mind talking about my heart, because 
people should know about it, but I do bore 
myself sometimes!

Did you find it difficult to write a book as 
opposed to writing comedy?
I found it a lot easier to write the book! 
Writing comedy, if it’s perfection, you’re 
hoping to extract a laugh every seven 
seconds. I don’t know if it’s a funny book, 
but that’s not been the main thrust of it, to 
be funny. I didn’t sit down and think, ‘I’ll 
write a funny book’. I’m one of those people 
who, if I read an autobiography, I want it to 
be quite simple. I’m more comfortable with 
it going from A to Z.

You write in the book about how shy you 
were when you were younger, and yet 
you’re able to go on stage in front of lots of 
people. Do you think that shy people can 
find a confidence on stage?
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not watching from the stands. I know that’s 
very general, but just do it, and do lots of 
it. Don’t get disheartened if you’ve only got 
three views. It might be the tenth one you 
do that gets thousands of views.

In the book, you occasionally reference 
taking things as a sign, such as getting a 
bird dropping on you before a job interview. 
Are you a superstitious person?
I don’t think so, but I do count to fifteen 
before I do certain tasks. If I’m boiling an 
egg, I add another fifteen seconds. If I’m 
running a bath, when I think it’s ready, I 
do it for another fifteen seconds, or if I’m 
putting petrol in the car, when it’s finished, 
I do another fifteen seconds! I don’t know if 
you’d call that a superstition, though.

You write in the book about your fondness 
for ‘pocket meats’. Do you have a favourite?
Well, there’s car meat and there’s pocket 
meat. For the car meat, it’s got to be 
a scotch egg. For pocket meat, pork 
pie or peperami. Probably pork pie. 
I like the fact that I’m walking down 
the street, and all the strangers don’t 
know that I’ve got pocket meat!

Yes. If you’d known me then, you’d find 
it remarkable that I ever went on stage. 
The thing is, if you’re shy it’s frustrating, 
because you always have things to say, 
but you don’t dare say them to anyone. If 
you’re on stage, you don’t have to address 
one person, you’re not speaking to a face. 
As silly as it sounds, a stage is a safe space 
for someone who is shy. You still worry 
about whether anyone will laugh, but that’s 
a separate thing, you don’t have to worry 
about your shyness. When you’re shy 
people do look at you differently, and find 
it easy to dismiss you. In a very general 
sense, my shyness dominated the first 
thirty years of my life.

You also write about love of music –  
do you think there’s a link between music 
and comedy?
Yes, when we first started out with Vic 
Reeves Big Night Out it did feel like we 
were part of the music scene. The first 
people who championed us were the NME. 
We had an awful lot of references in the 
show to musicians, such as Peter Gabriel. 
It’s probably because, when you’re writing 
comedy, you use references that are 
important to you. We liked Sting, we liked 
Morrissey, and you tend to write what you 
know about. We also do a lot of singing – I 
think Jim would have liked to have been 
a pop star rather than a comedian. And 
I suppose he is – he had a number of hit 
singles including a Number 1. He knocked 
Everything I Do (I Do It For You) by Bryan 
Adams off the top of the charts in 1991. We 
do put a lot of music in our shows, such as 
in Catterick. We were always wannabe pop 
stars – not now, but in our early days!

In the book, you wonder what your life 
might have been like if you hadn’t gone 
to see Vic Reeves and become his comedy 
partner. Do you think that you would have 
found your way on to a stage somehow, 
even without him?
No, I don’t think I ever would have. I was 
thirty, and I was a solicitor. Just statistically, 
there’s very few people who escape that 
treadmill. Though, looking back, in the book, 
I do remember when I performed with 
Dog Dirt, my punk band, although we only 
played one show. I did what 16 or 17-year-
old boys do, but I never wanted a second 

“A stage is a 
safe space for 
someone who  

is shy.”

“We were 
always wannabe 

pop stars”

And Away…
by Bob Mortimer

HB • Gallery • £20.00
ISBN 9781398505292

Published 16th September

gig. I remember getting on 
stage at a folk club once, 
and then the next time 
I spoke in public was at 
my brother’s wedding in 
my late twenties. Writing 
the book, I’d tried to think 
about whether there was 
something going on, but I 
don’t think there was, these 
were just isolated incidents. 
It’s just an extraordinary 
thing, to walk into Vic 
Reeves Big Night Out and 
begin a whole new career.

You’ve worked closely 
with Jim Moir (Vic Reeves) 
for a long time, on lots 
of different shows and 
projects, but in recent 
years you’ve worked with 
other people such as Paul 
Whitehouse on Gone 
Fishing and Andy Dawson 
on the Athletico Mince 
podcast. Did you find it 
strange at first, to work with other people?
Yes, after my heart nonsense I had that rush 
of mortality, and started thinking ‘there 
are things I want to do’. I live for football, 
I’m a real football fanatic, and I wanted do 
something that was based on football, and 
Jim hates football. So I did the podcast with 
Andy Dawson, and because it was football 
it felt right that I wasn’t doing it with Jim. 
And I’ve worked with Matt Berry, too, and 
Reece Shearsmith. Whatever gets me out of 
the house! It does feel different, but what 
really feels different, is when I’m doing 
something on my own. I really miss having 
someone with me, just for the tomfoolery, 
just to fill the hours before going on set or 
before you start filming.

In the book, you have a lot of funny stories 
in the sections you call Would I Lie to You?. 
Do you still have some of these which 
you’ve saved for the TV series?
I originally had a lot more stories in the 
book, but people who read it thought there 
were a few too many, so I pared it down. I 
did include a couple in the book which I did 
on Would I Lie To You?, such as the Chris 
Rea one, when I lied about him putting an 
egg in my bath!

What advice would you give to a young 
comedian today?
I hesitate to give advice, because I don’t 
really understand the way it is delivered 
now. There’s YouTube, there’s TikTok, and I 
don’t understand that! But I do think that 
the one thing that rings true is – you’ve just 
got to do it. You’ve got to be in the game, 
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September & October’s Choice
The fourth book 
in the popular 
crime series set in 
Sweden, featuring 
deaf journalist 
Tuva Moodyson. 
A resident of small 
town Visberg is found 
decapitated, and 
a grim celebration 
in a cultish hilltop 
community takes 
place after the apple 
harvest. With Visberg 
closing ranks to keep 
its deadly secrets, 
this is the worst time 
for Tuva to arrive as 
deputy editor of the 
local newspaper. 
But Tuva senses the 
story of her career, 
unaware that perhaps 
she is the story…

A debut thriller from 
a Danish author who 
has written many 
stories for BBC Radio 
4. Reporter Jenson 
stumbles across a 
body on her way to 
work, a homeless 
man stabbed in a 
wintry Copenhagen 
street, with one 
word on a cardboard 
sign: Guilty. He’s the 
second homeless 
victim in as many 
weeks. Jenson 
calls her ex-lover DI 
Henrik Jungersen, 
but this is just the 
start of her troubles. 
When a third body 
appears, it’s certain 
that a serial killer 
is on the loose…

Translated by Janet 
Hong, this is a 
literary crime novel 
which explores class 
and privilege in 
contemporary Korea. 
In 2002, 19-year-
old Kim Hae-on 
wsa killed in what 
became known as the 
High School Beauty 
Murder. There were 
two suspects, Shin 
Jeongjun and Han 
Manu, but there was 
not enough evidence, 
and the case went 
cold. Seventeen 
years later, Kim 
Hae-on’s younger 
sister, Da-on, tries to 
recover some of what 
she’s lost by setting 
out to find the truth 
about the murder.

A new thriller from 
the bestselling author 
of Vox. The United 
States has sunk into 
total collapse, as 
men in positions of 
power have wrecked 
the economy and left 
women to pick up 
the pieces. Miranda 
has lost her husband, 
her job and her 
home. So she and 
her daughter Emma 
head for Femlandia 
– an idyllic, female-
only community. 
But there’s a reason 
Miranda never 
joined this utopia 
before – she knows 
something about 
Femlandia’s founder.

A funny and 
heartwarming story 
about an ordinary 
family and their 
extraordinary 
adventure of a 
lifetime. Dan Altman 
is struggling to cope 
with a mid-life career 
change, and his wife 
Jen has become a 
closet alcoholic. Their 
17-year-old daughter 
Chloe is obsessing 
about going to 
university, and their 
14-year-old son Max 
is plotting revenge on 
the school bully. Then, 
one day, the lights go 
out and the phones 
don’t work. And 
what happens next 
changes everything…

A richly nuanced 
novel set in 
Stockholm, which 
explores racism, 
classism, and 
tokenism, following 
three Black woman 
in a white-dominated 
society. Successful 
marketing executive 
Kemi Adeyemi is 
lured from the US 
to Sweden by Jonny 
von Lundin, the 
CEO of the nation’s 
largest marketing 
firm. Flight attendant 
Brittany-Rae Johnson 
is propelled into a 
life of wealth after a 
chance meeting with 
Jonny. And refugee 
Muna Saheed is 
cleaning toilets at 
Jonny’s office, hoping 
for a better future.

In this new novel 
from the bestselling 
author of All the Light 
We Cannot See, five 
characters through the 
ages find solace and 
mystery in an ancient 
text. It’s the story of 
Aethon, who longs 
to be turned into a 
bird so he can fly to 
Cloud Cuckoo Land. 
Anna and Omeir are 
on opposing sides 
during the siege of 
Constantinople in 
1453; Seymour and 
Zeno are caught 
up in an attack on 
a public library in 
present day Idaho; 
and Konstance is on 
an interstellar ship, 
decades in the future.

A heart-warming tale 
of the importance 
of caring for others, 
and the power of 
books. Natsuki Books 
was a tiny second-
hand bookshop on 
the edge of town, 
run by Rintaro’s 
grandfather. After 
his grandfather’s 
death, Rintaro is 
devastated and 
alone, as it seems he 
will have to close the 
shop. Then, a talking 
tabby cat called Tiger 
appears and takes 
Rintaro on a mission 
to save books 
from people who 
have imprisoned, 
mistreated and 
betrayed them…

A timely novel 
about prejudice 
and betrayal, and 
standing up for 
what you believe in. 
Riley and Jen have 
been friends since 
they were children, 
and they thought 
their bond was 
unbreakable. It never 
mattered to them 
that Riley is black 
and Jen is white. But 
then Jen’s husband, 
a Philadelphia police 
officer, is involved 
in the shooting 
of an unarmed 
black teenager and 
everything changes. 
As their community 
divides, the friends 
find themselves on 
opposing sides.

Bad Apples
by Will Dean
Point Blank
HB • £14.99
ISBN 9781786079817
Published 7th October

My Name is Jenson
by Heidi Amsinck
Muswell Press
HB • £14.99
ISBN 9781838110185
Out Now

Lemon
by Kwon Yeo-sun
Apollo • HB • £12.99
ISBN 9781800241480
Published 14th 
October

Femlandia
by Christina Dalcher
HQ • HB • £14.99
ISBN 9780008440329
Published 28th 
October

Lights Out in 
Lincolnwood
by Geoff Rodkey
Simon & Schuster
HB • £14.99
ISBN 9781471197420
Published 2nd 
September

In Every Mirror  
She’s Black
by Lola Akinmade 
Akerstrom
Apollo • HB • £16.99
ISBN 9781801108584
Published 28th 
October

Cloud Cuckoo Land
by Anthony Doerr
4th Estate
HB • £16.99
ISBN 9780008478292
Published 20th 
September

The Cat Who  
Saved Books
by Susuke Natsukawa
Picador • HB • £9.99
ISBN 9781529081473
Published 16th 
September

We Are Not  
Like Them
by Christine Pride &  
Jo Piazza
HQ • HB • £14.99
ISBN 9780008334567
Published 14th 
October
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Now in paperback, 
this novel by a 
Ghanaian author 
is about a brave 
young woman 
and her search for 
independence in 
a man’s world. Afi 
Tekple is a smart and 
pretty seamstress, 
but is convinced 
by her family to 
marry a man she 
doesn’t know. 
Elikem Ganyo is a 
wealthy businessman 
whose mother has 
chosen Afi to try and 
distract him from 
his relationship with 
another woman. But 
can Afi really live this 
life without losing 
sight of herself?

A new novel in the 
series featuring 
Detective Chief 
Inspector William 
Warwick of the Met. In 
London, the Met set 
up a new Unsolved 
Murders Unit, a 
cold case squad to 
catch the criminals 
nobody else can. In 
Geneva, millionaire 
art collector Miles 
Faulkner, convicted 
of forgery and theft, 
was pronounced dead 
two months ago. So 
why is his lawyer still 
representing a dead 
client? And on a luxury 
liner en route to New 
York, there’s a murder 
within a powerful, 
wealthy dynasty.

Bernard Cornwell’s 
historical novels 
featuring Richard 
Sharpe, the roguish 
British soldier 
serving during the 
Napoleonic Wars 
in the 19th century 
have sold more than 
20 million copies 
worldwide. They were 
also adapted into a 
hugely popular TV 
series Sharpe starring 
Sean Bean in the 
title role. Now, more 
than ten years after 
the publication of the 
last Sharpe novel, he 
returns in this brand 
new book to continue 
his adventures.

A wonderfully 
original and 
humorous novel 
about lost love, hope, 
and the complex lives 
of humans and other 
animals. Now in 
his 70s, Jan spends 
every day at Palolem 
beach in Goa, hoping 
to see a woman 
(also called Jan) he 
last saw more than 
forty years earlier. 
One evening, he’s 
joined by a young 
man, Shakey, and 
begins to tell him his 
story. It’s an odyssey 
which also features 
a menagerie of 
creatures, each with 
their own tale to tell.

From the author of 
The Changeling, this 
novel tells the story 
of Lady Chatterley’s 
Lover and the society 
that put it on trial. 
D.H. Lawrence 
is dying, in the 
Mediterranean. He 
dreams of his past, 
and the years early in 
his marriage when he 
committed a terrible 
betrayal. Jacqueline 
and her husband have 
been marked out for 
greatness, and she 
slips into a hearing 
in New York where 
a book is brought to 
trial. On both sides of 
the Atlantic, society is 
asking, is it obscenity 
or tenderness?

The first novel in fifty 
years by Nigerian 
author Wole Soyinka, 
Africa’s first Nobel 
Laureate in Literature. 
Much to Doctor 
Menka’s horror, some 
cunning entrepreneur 
has decided to sell 
body parts from his 
hospital for use in 
ritualistic practices. 
He shares this 
development with 
his friend Duyole 
Pitan-Payne, who has 
never before met a 
puzzle he couldn’t 
solve. But neither 
realise how close, 
and how powerful, 
the enemy is.

Set in the final 
months of the war in 
Rhodesia, before it 
became Zimbabwe, 
this novel is told 
through in three 
voices. Susan Haig, 
a white settler, has 
lost one son in the 
war, and seen another 
declared ‘unfit for 
duty’; Nyanye Maseka 
has fled with her 
sister to a guerrilla 
camp in Mozambique; 
and Beth Lytton is 
a nun in a church 
mission in the African 
Reserve. The events 
of war draw these 
three women into 
each other’s lives 
in a way they could 
never have imagined.

Bringing together a 
plethora of phrases, 
memorable lines, 
quips and put 
downs, this book of 
quotations includes 
words of wisdom and 
withering wit from 
famous and infamous 
writers across the 
ages, about their own 
work and that of other 
writers. There are 
quotations on genres 
and styles, first drafts 
and editing, agents, 
publications and 
critics, and on themes 
such as rejection, 
authenticity, writer’s 
block and plagiarism. 
A must for any writer!

A humorous, gentle 
guide to punctuation 
by grammar expert 
Caroline Taggart. 
She points out what 
matters and what 
doesn’t; why using 
six exclamation 
marks where one will 
do is perfectly OK in 
a text, but will lose 
you marks at school; 
why hang glider 
pilots in training 
really need a hyphen; 
and how throwing in 
the odd semicolon 
will impress your 
friends! Sometimes 
opinionated but 
never dogmatic, 
she will guide 
you through 
the punctuation 
minefield.

Sharpe’s Assassin
by Bernard Cornwell
HarperCollins
HB • £20.00
ISBN 9780008184018
Published 30th 
September

His Only Wife
by Peace Adzo Medie
Oneworld • PB • £8.99
ISBN 9780861541454
Published 7th October

We Are Animals
by Tim Ewins
Lightning Books
PB • £8.99
ISBN 9781785632846
Out Now

Tenderness
by Alison MacLeod
Bloomsbury Circus
HB • £18.99
ISBN 9781408884669
Published 14th 
September

Chronicles From the 
Land of the Happiest 
People on Earth
by Wole Soyinka
Bloomsbury Circus
HB • £20.00
ISBN 9781526638243
Published 28th 
September

Then A Wind Blew
by Kay Powell
Weaver Press
PB • £11.00
ISBN 9781779223838
Out Now

Writers on Writing
Edited by  
Alysoun Owen
Bloomsbury Yearbooks
HB • £12.99
ISBN 9781472986979
Published 30th 
September

Help A Thief!
by Caroline Taggart
Michael O’Mara
PB • £7.99
ISBN 9781789293616
Published 2nd 
September

Over My Dead Body
by Jeffrey Archer
HarperCollins
HB • £20.00
ISBN 9780008474270
Published 12th 
October
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breadcrumbs that I followed. You know 
a few things about him – you know his 
age, you know he’s from the mid-west, 
you know he fought in the war. And that’s 
about it, really. So I was kind of thinking 
about that person, but as I began to 
write the novel, particularly starting in 
World War One, he did become his own 
person. Throughout the course of Nick, 
he has some rises and some falls like any 
character, because if he didn’t I probably 
wasn’t doing it the right way.

The book is set in France during the First 
World War, and in New Orleans just after 
the war. Why did you choose New Orleans 
for Nick’s post-war experiences?
I didn’t feel like he was going to go straight 
home after the war, because he was already 
too disillusioned and changed. I just felt he 
had no interest in going home, to work for 
his father or do any of those normal things 
that people do. So when he’s in the train 
station in Chicago, it just hit me, he’s got to 
go somewhere else. And this was me being 
selfish in a way, I thought why not bring 
him to New Orleans? I know New Orleans, 
I can write about the city, and so that’s why 
he ended up there. It was a weird thing, 
because as Nick is scanning the board at 
the station wondering where he’s going to 
go, that was also me scanning the board 
wondering where he was going to go!

Were you tempted to include other 
characters from The Great Gatsby,  
such as Daisy?
No, I wanted this to be set completely 
before we get there. To me, it felt like a 
really intense character study, I really 
wanted to explore Nick and his life, and tell 
his story. I felt a close attachment to Nick, 
wanted to concentrate on him.

What is it about The Great Gatsby that 
makes it such an enduring classic?
I’ve had a lot of time to think about this, 
and have been asked about it a lot. One 

The Nick 
of Time
What was the life of Nick Carraway 
like before he met Jay Gatsby in F. Scott 
Fitzgerald’s classic work The Great Gatsby? 
We interviewed Michael Farris Smith, whose 
novel Nick explores that very question.

“A remarkable 
achievement”

Independent

Nick
by Michael Farris Smith

PB • No Exit Press • £8.99
ISBN 9780857304537

Published 24th September
The 125th anniversary of  
F. Scott Fitzgerald's birth

What drew you to write a book about the 
earlier life of Nick Carraway?
It was nothing I ever really expected to 
happen. I hadn’t read The Great Gatsby in 
about fifteen years, and I remember not 
thinking much of it the first time I read it. 
But I reread it in my mid-thirties. A lot had 
happened to me – I had lived in Europe for 
a long time, I had gotten married and had 
children, and had started to try and write. 
I had failed miserably, and been rejected 
over and over, before finally having some 
success. And so there were things in the 
novel that really spoke to me, things I didn’t 
expect. I really felt the loneliness of it. I felt 
a real sense of isolation in Nick and the way 
he was telling the story, and I just grew 
more and more curious about him. At the 
end of The Great Gatsby, he has the sense 
that his thirties are going to be a ‘decade of 
loneliness’ and I really connected with that 
sentiment, because I was the same way. 
At 29 years old, I was coming home from 
Europe and trying to write, and I felt very 
alone. I remember thinking – ‘I’m about to 
turn thirty, and all my friends are married 
and are having children, and have real jobs, 
and I feel like I’m on an island’. I really think 
that that is the line that led me to write 
Nick. I thought it would be really interesting 
to find out what makes Nick tell the story 
of The Great Gatsby in the way he does. 
Someone should write his story, and so 
that’s what I did.

Did you find your perception of Nick 
changed as you wrote the novel?
I think it did change some, because 
at the beginning I just had these little 

of the things that happened, both to 
me and my editor, as Nick got nearer to 
publication, was that we began to see so 
many parallels between that time period 
and now. Especially here in America, there 
are feelings of mistrust and doubt, with the 
rich getting richer. A country coming out of 
a very traumatic four years, and a country 
dealing with a pandemic. It was almost 
strange, because those were all accidents, 
as I’d written the novel three years earlier. 
It felt like a strangely contemporary novel. 
It’s not the glitz and the glamour and the 
parties that make Gatsby last, and transfer 
from one generation to the next, it’s that 
feeling that things are very fragile, and they 
could crumble at any moment. We’ve all 
had those feelings, and we can all associate 
with them.

What’s it like to have one of your novels, 
The Fighter, be adapted into a film, Rumble 
Through the Dark?
I’m fortunate that I was able to write the 
script, and I have a very good relationship 
with the director. So the script is very much 
like the novel, which is what we all wanted 
it to be. It’s so interesting – when you write 
a novel, you go into a room by yourself and 
you don’t have to ask anybody or have a 
conversation with anybody. But when you 
do a movie, there’s a whole lot of people 
doing a whole lot of different things. Just 
arranging a phone call takes about three 
days! But, I like the notion of community 
and the collaboration. With writing a script, 
you’re not just thinking about the characters 
and the story, but also if it’s possible to do 
these things. You meet so many talented 
people, it’s inspiring to see and I really 
enjoy it.

Would you like Nick to be made into a film?
Absolutely, but I think Nick would be better 
as a series of about six or ten episodes. 
So you would have time to explore Nick’s 
wartime experience, and stay with him in 
New Orleans. As a feature film, it would 
perhaps go a little fast, but as a series it 
would be excellent to really draw those 
places and relationships out so the 
audience would get the full effect of them.

Turn to page 63 for the chance to win  
Great Gatsby goodies in our Puzzletime 
Book Quiz! P
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intention by using a small portion of the 
money to travel abroad next summer. If 
you wanted to do something nice for your 
mother, you could bring her along. Again, 
I’m not telling you what to do–’

Really?
‘But there’s also the question of fairness. 

I know you had a special fondness for 
Shirley, and she for you, but I do think she 
may have been trying to hurt your mother 
with this bequest. Your mother and I love 
all of you kids equally, and we think you 
should all be treated equally. For better 
or worse, we’re not a well-to-do family. 
Your mother and I want all of you to go to 
college, and a quarter of the bequest would 
make a real difference to each of you. I 
can’t tell you what the right thing to do is–’

Really?

‘But I hope you’ll think carefully about 
how you want to proceed. Will you do that 
for me?’

‘Yep,’ Becky said.
‘I know it’s not easy. Thirteen thousand 

dollars is a lot of–’
‘I get it,’ she said. ‘You don’t have to say 

anything else.’
‘I just want you know that I’m very–’
‘I said I get it. Okay?’

Crossroads
by Jonathan Franzen
HB • 4th Estate • £20.00
ISBN 9780008308896
Published 5th October

Jonathan Franzen, the bestselling author of 
The Corrections and Freedom, returns with 
Crossroads, an epic novel following the 
lives of one family in suburban Chicago. 
Beginning in 1971, it's an insightful 
portrayal of the shifting loyalties and 
convictions of two generations.

Faith in the Family

I t’s 23rd December 1971, and all the 
members of the Hildebrandt family are 
facing a crossroads in their lives. Russ 

is the associate pastor of a local church, 
and has fallen out with his colleague Rick, 
who runs the youth group Crossroads. 
After his humiliation at work, Russ yearns 
to break free of his marriage to Marion, and 
has become besotted with a young widow, 
Frances. Meanwhile, Marion is still affected 
by events in her past, and resolves to 
become more independent of her husband.

Their eldest son Clem is returning from 
college, fresh from a heartbreaking love 
affair, and determined to do what he thinks 
is right. His sister Becky is embarking 
on her first relationship, but her acts of 
rebellion lead her to find a stronger faith 
in God. And their younger brother Perry 
has decided to turn his back on dealing 
drugs and become a better person by 
joining his sister at Crossroads and caring 
more for their little brother Judson. 
But he’s not sure if he can stay on the 
straight and narrow. With a narrative 
which deeply explores each character’s 
inner lives and histories, Crosswords 
is a story of a family on the brink of a 
new era, and the moral complexities 
they face in late 20th century America.

In this extract, Becky receives a surprising 
bequest from her aunt Shirley:

Her mother cleared her throat. ‘As you 
know,’ she said to Becky, ‘my sister named 
me as the executrix of her will. What I have 
to say to you, I’m saying as the executrix. 
Your aunt left you a great deal of money. 
Now that you’re eighteen, the money is 
yours. The will doesn’t specify that it be 
held in trust. All it says is – Russ, will you 
read it?’

Her father unlocked a drawer and took 
out a document. ‘”To my niece Rebecca 
Hildebrandt I will, devise, and bequeath 
the sum of thirteen thousand dollars for a 
Grand Tour of Europe, to be taken in my 
memory.” That’s all there is. No mention  
of trustees.’

Becky was smiling broadly; she couldn’t 
help it.

‘I put the money in your savings account 
yesterday,’ her mother said.

‘Wow.’

“Arguably America’s 
greatest living novelist”

Daily Telegraph

‘I was legally obligated,’ her mother said. 
‘The lawyer said we could wait until your 
eighteenth birthday, but no longer than 
that. Shirley’s intentions were clear.’

‘Wow. That’s so nice of her.’
‘It’s not nice,’ her father said. ‘It’s a foolish 

bequest, and we need to talk about it.’
‘Thirteen thousand dollars,’ her mother 

said, ‘is almost the entirety of your aunt’s 
estate. There were a few odd thousands 
left over for various museums, but you’re 
the main beneficiary. If you’d happened 
to predecease her, the money would have 
gone to the museums.’

Now Becky saw the problem. In case 
she hadn’t, her mother laid it out for 
her: not only had Shirley ignored Clem, 
Perry and Judson, but she’d stipulated 
that Becky use the money for something 
frivolous. She’d lived in a fantasy world 
to the end, and beyond. ‘And she knew 
very well how I would feel about it. 
That was part of the equation.’

So everything is about you,  
Becky thought.

Her father might have had the same 
thought, because he suggested that her 
mother leave the two of them alone. When 
she was gone, he shifted into his gentle 
dad-to-daughter tone. ‘I can’t believe 
you’re eighteen already. It seems like only 
yesterday that we brought you home from 
the hospital.’

How many times had Becky heard that it 
seemed like only yesterday?

‘But now here you are, eighteen years 
old, and I want you to think hard about this 
money. You’re not legally bound by the 
wording of your aunt’s will, and thirteen 
thousand dollars seems to me an awful lot 
to spend on a trip to Europe. Unless you’re 
staying at the Ritz, you could travel for two 
years on that.’

Staying at the Ritz, Becky thought, was 
exactly what Shirley had had in mind.

‘I can’t tell you what to do, but it seems 
to me that you could honor Shirley’s 

“A literary genius  
for our time,”

Guardian
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Pushing The Envelope

A Sin of Omission
by Marguerite Poland
PB • EnvelopeBooks • £12.99
ISBN 9781838172039
Published 7th October

W ritten by an award-winning 
South African author, this is an 
exploration of the impact of 

Victorian colonialism and its betrayal of the 
very people it claimed to be enlightening. In 
the 1870s, nine-year-old Malusi Mzamane is 
separated from his African family and taken 
in by the Reverend Basil Rutherford and his 
wife. Renamed Stephen, he’s sent to the 
Missionary College in Canterbury to train, 
before returning to southern Africa’s Cape 
Colony to be a preacher. He’s a success, 
but is torn between his new life and his 
unresolved relationship with his family 
and people. Now he has to find his mother 
and take her a message that will break her 
heart. And he’s haunted by the image of 
That Woman, seen once in a photograph 
and never forgotten…

A novel about love, 
longing and the 
slippery nature 

of memory, in which the 
narrator Michael looks 
back to his teenage years 
in 1960s Northern Ireland. 
A long-term resident of 
London, Michael Roberts is 
shocked and traumatised 
when his girlfriend Angela 
dies in an accident. Unable 
to return to work, where 
he and Angela met, he 
retreats into his memories 

of another girl he once loved. Michael first 
met Frances Creighton when he was just 
seventeen years old, and she entered his 
class in Belfast as the ‘new girl’. Before 
long, they were friends, and then they fell 
in love. But Michael cannot look back to 
those idyllic times of young love without 
facing the truth of their parting. Just what 
happened to his relationship with Frances, 
and how did Michael become the man he 
is today?

In this extract, Michael tries to remember 
first seeing Frances:

I was in a French class when you arrived, 
sitting in my usual seat in the middle file 
at the back of the class, half slouched in a 
desk that would soon be too small for me, 
my tie slightly crooked in a manner that for 
some reason enraged even the most placid 
of teachers. I can’t remember what day it 
was, whether it was morning or afternoon, 
what the weather was like. It wasn’t 
important then, but now that all I have 
of you are memories, it saddens me not 
to be able to fix the time more precisely, 
to say that it was a Monday or a Tuesday 
or a Wednesday. I try hard to remember 
every detail but I’m not much good at it. So 
much seems only to have grazed my mind 
without leaving an impression. And how 
was I to know what would be important 
later on, what information I should keep 
and what I could allow myself to throw 
away. No one tells you. No one ever does.

“An emotional roller-
coaster — the astonishing 

love story of a man for 
a church, an ideal and a 

woman. Heart wrenching.”
John Mbangyeno,  

Africa Now

In this extract, Stephen 
sees an unusual photo  
in England:

In England he had 
been too young, too 
preoccupied, too 
astonished by his situation 
to think of anything else. 
He had neither thought of 
women in his enthusiasm 
for his calling not doubted 
the incalculable distance 
between him and the pale 
girls that he encountered 
in Canterbury. Then, one day, he had 
been walking down the high street on his 
way back to College from his lessons at 
the hospital. He was brought up short.

Stopped. Gazed.
There, in the window of Mr Baldwin’s 

Photographic Studio, there among 
the small and modest rows of prints of 
comely matrons, bewhiskered gentlemen, 
solemn children; there, among the 
crinolenes, the lace tippets, the furled 
parasols – a black face.

It was a woman.
So unexpected, so utterly arresting.
Underneath the picture was a caption: 

‘Kaffir Woman’.

Frances Creighton: Found and Lost
by Kirby Porter
PB • EnvelopeBooks • £9.99
ISBN 9781838172077
Published 21st October

“A disturbing book that reminds the reader 
not just that adolescent love can hurt but 

that adolescence itself is often a catalogue of 
experiences that are better blocked out.” Booklaunch
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From South Africa to Northern Ireland, to China and 
beyond, these four new works of fiction from EnvelopeBooks 
take in a broad sweep of places and times.

T hese bittersweet 
stories are about 
and narrated by 

single women who have 
put the past behind them 
but are still looking for 
a better future. They are 
written by Janina David, 
who was born in Poland 
in 1930 and who escaped 
from the Warsaw Ghetto to 
reach Paris in 1943, before 
emigrating first to Australia 
and then to Britain. Her 
autobiography A Square of 

Sky was a bestseller in Germany, and she 
has worked as an author and translator for 
more than 40 years. Set variously in Paris, 
Kalisz, Samarkand, Hong Kong, Melbourne, 
Erfurt, Singapore and London, these stories 
offer a mix of realism and fantasy, and 
speak of self-confident characters in an 
era just before the birth of feminism. In 
France, Mattie feels 20 again. In Poland, 
Magda revisits her impoverished family. In 
Uzbekistan, Diana lets a fellow tourist kiss 
her. In Germany, Lynn loses her luggage on 
the Düsseldorf train.

Mustard Seed Itinerary
by Robert Mullen
PB • EnvelopeBooks • £12.99
ISBN 9781838172046
Published 14th October

Awitty and satirical debut novel set 
in China, which explores the trope 
of the dream journey found in 

Buddhism and Daoism. When schoolmaster 
Po Cheng drinks too much, he falls asleep 
and finds himself on a road to the celestial 
city. Assisted by his teaching colleague 
Miss Ling, Po Cheng rises up through 
the ranks of the Chinese civil service in 
the imperial capital, and becomes Prime 
Minister. Meanwhile, Miss Ling changes 
her name to Precious Pearl so she can pose 
in the Forest of Brushes Academy of Art 
without her parents finding out. But trouble 
is brewing inside and outside the city walls, 
and Po Cheng must face the consequences 
of his rise to the top.

In this extract, Po Cheng 
has taken a boat out of 
Nettle Village:

He allowed the others to 
disembark first. What if he 
failed to make the grade? 
Failed to measure up? 
Was it too late to take the 
riverboat back upstream, 
find the two recruiters and 
return his travel money?

Then he saw her. The 
other passengers had 
already disappeared into 
the town, leaving just a single figure 
remaining on the dock, the familiar figure 
of someone wearing a wrinkled khaki shirt 
and baggy trousers.

Was he imagining things, Po Cheng 
asked himself, or was this really Miss Lang? 
And if it was, what could have brought her 
to this place? Surely she must realize that 
in order to be selected as a man of talent, 
one had by definition to be a man.

And so it was that – out of curiosity – Po 
Cheng put aside his own qualms, detached 
himself from the bulkhead and proceeded 
to disembark.

“Robert Mullen is a new 
voice with a sustained 
style. Kafkaesque, but 

without the dark edge.”
M. Bawden

The Hopeful Traveller
by Janina David
PB • EnvelopeBooks • £12.99
ISBN 9781838172053
Published 14th October

This extract is from the story In the Heat of 
the Sun:

Rose stood at the window, unable to take 
her eyes off the view. Tall, white buildings 
like a gigantic curtain falling in deep 
vertical folds, speckled with golden, lamplit 
windows, screened the blue hills on the 
horizon. From the dizzy heights of her 
thirty-fifth floor room she surveyed the 
town, the harbour, the sea, the boiling 
traffic and the ant-like crowds below. Hong 
Kong! She had never been here before. She 
had never stayed in such an extravagantly 
elegant hotel. After a sixteen-hour flight 
from cold, damp, wintry London, Rose felt 
euphoric: at once excruciatingly tired and 
absurdly happy. Only one more day and 
she’d be in Melbourne. Home. After twenty 
years abroad she was going home at last.

Jet lag, that’s what was the matter with 
her. Instead of resting after her flight, 
she had gone to explore the town. She 
had walked for hours, losing herself in 
the congested streets, eager to absorb 
as much of this strange world as her 
numbed senses would allow. This was not 
a place where she could unobtrusively 
melt into the crowd. Her height, her 
colouring, the fair hair and pale eyes 
singled her out as someone who could 
never belong here. Not that it mattered. 
She was only passing through.

“With its themes of ageing 
and its cast of smart older 

women, The Hopeful 
Traveller takes us on a 

world tour that is nostalgic 
without being sentimental,”

Gaby Koppel
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Down’s Syndrome and her father. I always 
write from different points of view. I like 
to see the action through other people’s 
eyes, and it gives a depth to the character, 
which might not otherwise be possible. 
The reader can get inside their heads, read 
their thoughts, understand their problems 
and prejudices in the way that a single third 
person narrative can never do.

The book tackles mental health and 
suicide. Did you do a lot of research into 
this issue?
When I studied for a social work diploma, 
I did one of my placements in the 
psychiatric unit of a general hospital, and 
my husband had bi-polar disorder. He 
was never suicidal, but I could understand 
how he might be, when his thoughts 
were racing and things seemed black 
and hopeless. He did get better though 
with treatment and I wanted to portray 
the potential for hope too. I listened to a 
radio documentary about internet suicide 
forums and that fed into the story.

Arts and crafts feature prominently in The 
Heron’s Cry and The Long Call. Are you an 
arts and crafts enthusiast?
Not at all! Though I did a lot of knitting 
when I lived on Fair Isle. It would have 

Death in  
the West
Bestselling crime writer Ann 
Cleeves returns this autumn with 
the second book in her Two Rivers 
series, set in Devon and featuring 
detective Matthew Venn. We 
caught up with her to discover 
more about The Heron’s Cry.

“Matthew Venn  
is a keeper,”

David Baldacci

The Heron’s Cry
by Ann Cleeves

HB • Macmillan • £20.00
ISBN 9781509889686

Published 2nd September

How important is place to your novels,  
in this series and in your other series?
I always start with place. I think that setting 
is much more than a pretty backdrop to 
the story. In many ways, it defines who 
the characters are and it feeds into the 
plot. Vera Stanhope, who grew up in the 
Northumberland hills, miles from other 
children, will see the world in a very 
different way from Matthew Venn, who 
lived in a busy market town, even though 
he too, was an only child. A story set in 
a former pit community in the north east 
will have different preoccupations from a 
picturesque village, full of holiday rentals in 
coastal North Devon.

How did you create the character of 
detective Matthew Venn, and do you feel 
that you get to know him better the more 
you write about him?
Matthew Venn developed out of a visit to 
North Devon to stay with an old school 
chum. I grew up and had been very happy 
there. We were discussing a friend who’d 
grown up in a very tight, enclosed Christian 
group. It came to me then that someone 
who’d lost his faith and been cast out by 
his community might turn to the police 
service to find a sense of family, duty and 
honour. If he were gay, that would make the 
possibility of reconciliation with his parents 
even more tricky. Yes, I find out more about 
him as I write.

There’s an interesting dynamic between 
Matthew and his colleagues Jen and Ross. 
Why did you decide to write the novel from 
many different perspectives?
I wanted the Venn novels to be more 
like ensemble pieces than the previous 
series. There are a number of returning 
characters, not just the police officers, 
but also Matthew’s husband Jonathan, 
and Lucy Braddick, a young woman with 

been strange not to! The Heron’s Cry 
started with the image of glass being 
blown and the strange property of glass 
acts as a metaphor throughout the book. 
When it’s hot, glass is fluid, pliable, but 
when it’s cold, it can shatter. So, a number 
of characters are pleasant, amiable. They 
can change and adapt. But eventually 
something happens to make them crack. 
I have a friend who makes beautiful glass 
and I visited a workshop. That fed into the 
book too – there is something devilish 
about the furnace, the huge pincers and 
tongs. A wonderful backdrop to murder…

Both books in the Two Rivers series have 
titles which refer to birds. Do you take 
inspiration from the natural world?
My husband worked for the conservation 
society, the RSPB, for much of his career, 
so birds were very much a part of our life, 
even though I had no real interest in  
natural history.

Your previous books have been adapted 
into the TV series Vera and Shetland. Did 
these adaptations change the way you 
perceived your own work?
No, I don’t think about the possibility of 
adaptation when I’m writing. I’m inside the 
characters’ heads, not looking at them from 
the outside. I love to watch the resulting 
dramas though. Of course they’re different 
from the books, but I think they very much 
capture the essence of the novels. The same 
company is in the process of filming The 
Long Call and I can’t wait to see the result.
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5. moving objects using only  
our thoughts

6.snuffing out and reigniting the Sun 
and Stars

7. dominating lesser intellects and 
bending them to our will

The Other and I are searching diligently 
for this Knowledge. We meet twice a week 
(on Tuesdays and Fridays) to discuss 
our work. The Other organises his time 
meticulously and never permits our 
meetings to last longer than one hour.

If he requires my presence at other 
times, he calls out ‘Piranesi!’ until I come. 
Piranesi. It is what he calls me.

Which is strange because as far as I 
remember it is not my name.

there have been more; but I am a scientist 
and must proceed according to the 
evidence. Of the fifteen people whose 
existence is verifiable, only Myself and the 
Other are now living. I will now name the 
fifteen people and give, where relevant, 
their positions.

First Person: Myself
I believe that I am between thirty and 
thirty-five years of age. I am approximately 
1.83 metres tall and of a slender build.

Second Person: The Other
I estimate the Other’s age to be between 
fifty and sixty. He is approximately 1.88 
metres tall and, like me, of a slender build. 
He is strong and fit for his age. His skin 
is a pale olive colour. His short hair and 
moustache are dark brown. He has a beard 
that is greying, almost white; it is neatly 
trimmed and slightly 
pointed. The bones of his 
skull are particularly fine 
with high, aristocratic 
cheekbones and a tall, 
impressive forehead. The 
overall impression he 
gives is of a friendly but 
slightly austere person 
devoted to the life of  
the intellect.

He is a scientist like  
me and the only other 
living human being, 
so naturally I value his 
friendship highly.

The Other believes 
that there is a Great 
and Secret Knowledge 
hidden somewhere 
in the World that will 
grant us enormous 
powers once we have 
discovered it. What this 
Knowledge consists of he 
is not entirely sure, but 
at various times he has 
suggested that it might 
include the following:

1. vanquishing Death 
and becoming immortal

2. learning by a process 
of telepathy what other 
people are thinking

3. transforming 
ourselves into eagles and 
flying through the Air

4. transforming 
ourselves into fish and 
swimming through the Tides

Unforgettable
Now in paperback, 
Susanna Clarke’s 
wildly inventive novel 
Piranesi was shortlisted 
for the Women’s 
Prize. Set in a strange 
world, with a narrator 
who is on mission 
of self-discovery, 
it’s a remarkable, 
imaginative tale from 
the author of Jonathan 
Strange & Mr Norrell.

Piranesi
by Susanna Clarke

PB • Bloomsbury • £8.99
ISBN 9781526622433

Published 2nd SeptemberT he narrator of Piranesi has lived 
in the House as long as he can 
remember. It’s a world of Halls and 

Vestibules, many of which have been 
ravaged by the tides and floods which 
regularly sweep through the House. There 
are beautiful statues and artworks, and 
birds sometimes nest in the Upper Halls. 
The narrator is a scientist, and two days a 
week he meets up with his friend the Other, 
to run experiments to try and discover 
new powers. The Other is the only other 
living human in the World, and he calls the 
narrator Piranesi. Piranesi doesn’t mind this 
name, but he’s sure that it’s not his real one.

Piranesi spends most of his time alone, 
writing in his notebook, mapping the tides, 
and gathering food to live on. But then, 
messages begin to appear, scratched in 
chalk on the pavements. It’s clear that there 
is someone New in the House. But who 
are they, and what do they want? Could 
they be a new friend, or are they, as the 
Other claims, an enemy who wants to kill 
Piranesi? The problem is, Piranesi cannot 
remember his early life, which is why he 
writes everything down in his notebook. 
But as Piranesi begins rediscover his past, 
his entire world is changed forever, and he 
must decide who he can trust.

In this extract Piranesi begins to list  
the fifteen people who have ever lived in 
the World:

A list of all the people who have ever lived 
and what is known of them
ENTRY FOR THE TENTH DAY OF THE 
FIFTH MONTH IN THE YEAR THE 
ALBATROSS CAME TO THE SOUTH-
WESTERN HALLS

Since the World began it is certain that 
there have existed fifteen people. Possibly 

“Brilliantly  
singular”
Sunday Times

“It subverts 
expectations 

throughout… Utterly 
otherworldly”

Guardian
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This new book 
in the Big Ideas 
series explores the 
rich history of the 
peoples of Africa 
and the African 
diaspora, as well 
as the struggles 
and triumphs of 
Black communities 
around the 
world. Packed 
with memorable 
quotations from 
Black figures, 
a foreword by 
David Olusgoa, 
bold illustrations, 
and step-by-step 
diagrams that 
untangle complex 
concepts, it’s a vivid 
and global overview 
of Black history.

A collection 
of historically 
significant but tragic 
events and their 
aftermaths, which 
occurred in Britain 
from the 1800s to 
the present day. 
Including a London 
family massacre in 
the 19th century, 
to shipwrecks, air 
crashes, road and 
rail accidents, as well 
as gales and fires. 
Lower death tolls and 
scant media coverage 
meant that many 
tragic incidents have 
been forgotten, such 
as the 1861 great 
gale of Whitby, and 
the Farnborough air 
crash of 1952.

In Ancient Rome, 
murder was rife in its 
best stories. Romulus 
killed Remus to found 
the city, Caesar was 
assassinated to save 
the Republic, Caligula 
was butchered in the 
theatre, and Claudius 
was poisoned at 
dinner. But what did 
killing mean in a city 
where gladiators 
fought to the death 
for entertainment? 
In this book, Emma 
Southon examines 
real-life homicides 
from Roman history 
to explore how 
perpetrator, victim 
and the act itself 
were regarded by 
ordinary people of 
the time.

The dramas of 
courtly love are 
often dismissed as 
something existing 
only in books and 
songs. But in this 
groundbreaking 
history, Sarah 
Gristwood reveals 
the way courtly love 
made and marred the 
Tudor dynasty. From 
Henry VIII declaring 
himself the ‘loyal and 
most assured servant’ 
of Anne Boleyn to 
Elizabeth I’s poems 
to her suitors, the 
Tudors re-enacted the 
roles of the devoted 
lovers and capricious 
mistresses first laid 
out in the romances 
of medieval literature.

A compelling account 
of the wrecking of 
the royal frigate, 
the Gloucester, in 
1682, which killed 
two hundred sailors 
and courtiers, off the 
coast of Norfolk. The 
ship was part of a 
fleet of eight which 
future king James, 
Duke of York, had 
set sail to take him 
to Edinburgh after 
Charles II invited 
him out of exile. The 
diarist Samuel Pepys 
had been asked to 
sail with James but 
refused the invitation. 
What did he know 
that others did not? A 
fascinating portrait of 
a Restoration Britain.

In the 17th century, 
Piccadilly in London 
took its name from 
a ‘Pickadill’ or lace 
collar, and ever since 
this street was seen 
as a fashionable 
fringe of the capital. 
Famous for is bustling 
coaching inns, 
booksellers, shops 
and restaurants, 
at the junction of 
five major roads, it 
separates high-end 
Mayfair from its 
more insalubrious 
neighbour Soho. 
Stephen Hoare 
delves into the 
street’s history, 
exploring how and 
why Piccadilly has 
always been a haunt 
for those seeking 
entertainment.

Now in paperback, 
this latest book from 
the bestselling author 
of The Suspicions 
of Mr Whicher 
was shortlisted for 
the Baillie Gifford 
Prize. In London, in 
1938, Alma Fielding 
begins to experience 
supernatural events 
in her home. Nandor 
Fodor, a Jewish-
Hungarian refugee  
and ghost hunter, 
begins to investigate. 
In doing so, he 
discovers a darker 
type of haunting, one 
of trauma, alienation, 
loss, and the 
foreshadowing of a 
nation’s worst fears.

The ‘honeytrap’ 
has been used 
by virtually every 
intelligence service 
from ancient times 
to the present day, 
as well as being a 
powerful trope in 
spy fiction and films. 
In this book, expert 
espionage author 
Henry R. Schlesinger 
takes a look at its 
history, from famous 
cases such as Mata 
Hari and Anna 
Chapman to lesser 
know ones. These 
include ‘Romeo 
Spies’ such as Roald 
Dahl and Dmitri 
Bystrolyotov, who 
used sex to acquire 
sensitive information. 

The author of 
Austerity Britain, 
Family Britain and 
Modernity Britain, 
David Kynaston 
returns with this 
snapshot of the year 
1962 – one of the 
most fascinating 
periods of transition 
in British history. 
The Beatles released 
their first single, the 
first James Bond film 
premiered in London, 
Telstar beamed live 
TV pictures around 
the world, and the 
issue of Britain’s 
relationship with 
Europe started to 
divide the country. 
An evocative portrait 
of a country on the 
edge of change.

The Black  
History Book
DK • HB • £19.99
ISBN 9780241512982
Published 7th October

Britain's Lost 
Tragedies Uncovered
by Richard M. Jones
The History Press
PB • £12.99
ISBN 9780750996617
Published 1st 
September

A Fatal Thing 
Happened on the  
Way to the Forum
by Emma Southon
Oneworld
PB • £10.99
ISBN 9780861540518
Published 2nd 
September

The Tudors In Love
by Sarah Gristwood
Oneworld
HB • £20.00
ISBN 9781786078940
Published 23rd 
September

Samuel Pepys &  
the Strange Wrecking 
of the Gloucester
by Nigel Pickford
The History Press
HB • £20.00
ISBN 9780750997539
Published 30th 
September

Piccadilly
by Stephen Hoare
The History Press
HB • £20.00
ISBN 9780750995658
Published 1st 
September

The Haunting of  
Alma Field
by Kate Summerscale
Bloomsbury
PB • £9.99
ISBN 9781408895474
Published 16th 
September

Honey Trapped
by Henry R. 
Schlesinger
The History Press
HB • £20.00
ISBN 9780750996037
Published 1st October

On The Cusp:  
Days of 62
by David Kynaston
Bloomsbury
HB • £18.99
ISBN 9781526632012
Published 2nd 
September

History
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No bus today, Dad. Too much work.
Too quickly, I resorted to reason. 

“Robbie. Look. I’m in trouble at your school 
already. Dr. Lipman said I’ve had you out of 
class too many times already this year.”

What about the days she kicked me out?
“I went over that with her. She 

threatened me with bad things if we didn’t 
get our act together.”

Like what?

“Hey. Hop on it. No kidding. We’ll talk 
about it tonight.”

I’m not going, Dad.
The one time since Aly’s death that I’d 

threatened him with force, he bit my wrist 
and broke the skin. I checked my watch. 
The bus was no longer a viable target. I put 
my hand on his shoulder. He pushed it off.

“They have you on probation because of 
what happened with Jayden. We’re on their 
list. If there’s more trouble, Dr. Lipman.. 
We can’t give them anything to fuss about 
right now.”

Dad. Listen to me. I’m begging you.  
Mom says everything’s dying. Do you 
believe her?

Bewilderment
by Richard Powers

Hutchinson Heinemann
HB • £18.99

ISBN 9781785152634
Published 21st September

Longlisted for the Booker Prize, 
Bewilderment is a novel which 
explores astrology, neuroscience, 
nature, grief, the climate crisis and 
fatherhood. Written by Richard 
Powers, the award-winning author 
of The Overstory, it’s a highly 
compelling, topical story.

Planets 
Collide

“It’s not possible for 
Powers to write an 
uninteresting book.”

Margaret Atwood

T heo Bryne is an astrobiologist who 
explores the lives of distant planets, 
running models to see how other 

forms of life might live on them. But, since 
the death of his wife Aly in a car accident a 
few years ago, Theo’s life revolves around 
his nine-year-old son, Robin. Aly was a 
tireless campaigner for animal rights, 
and Robin takes after her, having a fierce 
love for nature and all its creatures. Robin 
is a unique child, funny, passionate and 
intelligent, but he’s also prone to mood 
swings and emotional rages, particularly 
about humanity’s mistreatment of the Earth.

Theo is very resistant to Robin being 
labelled in any way, and even more 
resistant to him being medicated at such 
a tender age. But when Robin throws 
a thermos in his friend’s face at school, 
breaking his cheek, Theo realises that 
something must be done for his beloved 
son. So when a former friend of his wife, 
Marty Currier, offers a new treatment with 
his ‘empathy machine’, a device both Theo 
and Aly used in the past, Theo agrees. 
The treatment seems to work, and Robin’s 
moods improve. But as the climate crisis 
hits and political tensions rise, Theo 
wonders what kind of world will be left for 
Robin live in.

In this extract Robin refuses to go to school:

Monday morning, he rolled out of bed, 
got dressed, ate a bowl of hot cereal, 
and brushed his teeth, all as usual. But 
five minutes before his bus was due, he 
declared, No school today, Dad.

“What are you talking about? Of course 
there’s school. Scoot!”

No school for me, I mean. He waved 
toward the dining room table. I’d let him 
leave out all his art studio materials from 
the day before. Too much to do.

“Don’t be silly. You can work on it this 
afternoon and evening. You’re going to 
miss the bus.”

“Robin. Come on. Let’s go. I’ll drive you.” 
Even to myself, I sounded outmaneuvered

Because if she’s right, there’s no point in 
school. Everything will be dead before I get 
to tenth grade.

I wondered whether this was a hill I 
wanted to die on.

Do you believe her or don’t you? That’s 
all I’m asking.

Did I believe her? Her facts were 
beyond doubt. Everything she claimed 
was common knowledge to scientists 
everywhere. But did I believe her? Had 
mass extinction ever once felt real?

“You’re going to school. There’s  
no choice.”

You said everything’s always a  
choice, Dad. For instance. You could 
homeschool me.

I rubbed my eyes until I saw stars.  
In my head, I was talking to a dead person 
again. And Aly was reminding me: Listen. 
Sympathize. But we don’t negotiate  
with terrorists!

“I believe in you, Robbie. In what  
you’re doing. But we can’t change school 
in the middle of the year. If you still feel 
strongly about this in the spring, we’ll find 
a solution.”

That’s why they’ll all go extinct. Because 
everyone wants to solve it later.

I sat down at the table, his test sketches 
spread in front of me. He wasn’t wrong. 
“Okay. Today, paint. All the creatures that 
are in trouble. As well as you can.”

He must have felt my deflation, because 
the little victory made him darken. He 
looked at me, ready to beg me to change 
my mind. Dad? What if it doesn’t help at all?



The Business of Life
F air Value is not just a book about 

business leadership, but a reflection 
on our lives and how we might 

live them better. As well as building on 
the ideas of philosophers, writers and 
thinkers of the past and present, Jozef also 
draws from his own experience in both 
his personal and professional lives. He 
responds to the times we are living in today 
and the many complex issues that we face. 
These include the rise of populism, the 
question of Brexit, and the emergence of a 
new global economic order, and perhaps 
most significantly, 
the global 
pandemic.

All these things 
have thrown up 
new challenges, 
both for businesses 
and for individuals. 
But what is the 
best way to lead, 
and to do business 
well and fairly, 
in a time of such 
great uncertainty? 
Jozef argues that 
it is important 
to have a sound 
sense of values 

Fair Value
by Jozef J. Opdeweegh
PB • Köehler Books • £10.95
ISBN 9781646634576
Out Now

In Fair Value, Belgian 
executive Jozsef J. 
Opdeweegh offers a 
new perspective on 
business and life, 
through a series 
of essays which 
explore how essential 
our values are to 
leadership, success  
and good business.

and to adhere to them, and that good 
business and goodwill go hand in hand. 
These essays will change the way you look 
at leadership and business, and help you to 
navigate through the changing landscape of 
the early 21st century.

The author, Jozef J. Opdeweegh, is an 
executive with international experience. He 
graduated from the University of Hasselt 
and has a master’s degree in business 
administration, applied economics, 
business engineering and quantitative 

techniques. He 
has developed 
companies in North 
America, the UK and 
mainland Europe 
for twenty years, 
and he’s worked 
in global logistics, 
industrial real estate 
and e-commerce. 
He currently lives in 
Miami with his wife 
Jacqueline Miguel, 
and is the father of 
six children.

“Fair Value 
poignantly 

points to the key 
issue in many 

businesses today 
— how to win the 

mindshare and 
trust of employees, 

customers, and 
suppliers by 

treating them each 
fairly and with 

integrity.”
Tim Oglesby, Chief 

Technology and 
Transformation Officer,  

Santo Remedio LLC

“Mr. Opdeweegh’s 
writings are a rare 

and honest look 
into the thinking 
and values of one 
of the preeminent 

global business 
leaders of our 

time.”
Mark J. Gendregske, 

Principal,  
St. Charles Holdings
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and why those in 
business must do 
likewise — though 
ideally, with more 
veracity and sincerity 
than their political 
counterparts. 
Vision — in the 
sense of laying out 
a positive future for 
our companies — is 
in many ways what 

modern leadership is most about. To 
succeed, we must bring others with us, 
keep our word, and win the trust of more 
than a slim majority.

The cost of fear — or, put differently, 
the price-tag of trust — is intangibly vast. 
In football management the term to “lose 
the dressing room” means to have lost the 
confidence of your players. It invariably 
ends in tears. After the financial crash, our 
banks spent millions of dollars revisiting 
their values—a decade later, they are still 
to convince us. The police and other 
public bodies are under similar pressure 
— Black Lives Matter is but one example 
of injustices that are deeply felt by those 
who’ve lost faith.

When our fears are most immediate 
— and most beyond our control — we 
seek salvation in simplicity. That’s why in 
any financial crash, the demand for gilts 
and gold will rise—a “rush to quality” is 
what it’s known as. We look to authority 
too, whether that be through prayers or 
deference to hierarchies that compensate 
for our feelings of impotence. Salvation 
means, literally, to be saved from ruin — it 
strikes me, the appeal of populist politics is 
something similar.

In certain situations, this approach 
may be appropriate. When faced with 
a hurricane, most of us know it’s best 
to follow the advice of the experts. But 
to resolve more complex problems and 
overcome discord that is deeply rooted, 
we must look beyond simplistic panaceas. 
We must pool our knowledge and ideas, 
and have the courage, as leaders, to give 
way to the wisdom of others. To overcome 
fear, we must find what unites us before 
addressing what divides.

This extract looks at fear and trust:

Fear and The Price Tag of Trust

As a young boy growing up in Peer, it was 
natural I’d want to learn to ride a bike. For 
though Belgium is not awash with heroes, 
we had all heard of Eddy Merckx, widely 
regarded as the world’s greatest cyclist. 
The problem, at least at first, was that I 
wasn’t very good. No sooner would I start 
pedalling than I’d panic and crash to the 
ground. After yet another painful tumble, 
my father once exclaimed, “The problem is, 
you’re so afraid of falling, that you forget to 
push through.”

Fear, of course, can be both physical 
and mental. In acutely stressful situations, 
we trigger hormones that have their 
evolutionary root in our ancestral 
environment. When faced with danger, our 
bodies tell us to either fight, flee, or freeze. 
The symptoms include heart palpitations, 
sweaty palms, and the need to pee! 
Psychologically, our attention is drawn to 
the immediate, our focus narrows, and we 
act according to our instincts rather than 
any deeper reasoning.

I sometimes wonder if there’s a political 
equivalent. In the US, as I write, the 
nation is in the midst of the Trump-Biden 
presidential campaigns. The anxiety is 
palpable and, in many ways, more so than 
any policy differences. Rustbelt America 
dreads the return of an out of touch elite; 
the graduates of Boston abhor what they 
read on Twitter; our banks are concerned 
about a move to the Left; our destitute 
remain fearful of the Right. It comes to 
something when even the postal system 
has been politicized for fear of fraud in 
what’s regarded as the home of freedom.

Something similar is happening in 
the UK. The issue of Brexit has paralyzed 
British politics for the last five years, and 
arguably longer. Business is disrupted, 
investment delayed, uncertainty 
and mistrust are endemic. Despite a 
referendum and a general election, there 
is no sign of a consensus that might unite 
the nation in a common endeavour. The 
schism between those who would fight 
and those who would flee is as divisive and 

draining as ever.
Imagine if we were 

to run business this 
way — if there were 
no requirement to 
balance the interests 
of stakeholders but 
rather to meet only the 
needs of those who 
held most sway. Such 
a model would tear 
our companies apart, 
destroying value for all through the pursuit 
of a blinkered agenda. If I have learned 
anything as an organizational leader, 
it’s that sustainable progress requires a 
broader and longer-range perspective than 
the hollow promises of troubleshooters 
and partisans.

This is not to say that decisive action is 
never required — procrastination can be 
as deadly as impetuousness. But it is to 
assert that good business must do more 
— and better — than to decide by majority 
or follow homogenous agendas. That’s 
why diversity is so important. We thrive, 
and make better decisions, by considering 
a variety of perspectives; by ensuring we 
have not only social, ethnic, and gender 
balance in our teams, but something of 
the same in our modes of thinking — we 
need creatives and disruptors, just as much 
as we need hard-nosed operators and 
cautious finance directors.

The historian Niall Ferguson has spoken 
of the lack of empathy in contemporary 
political debate, as if putting ourselves in 
someone else’s shoes is to concede the 
unthinkable, to legitimize the other who 
threatens our sense of safety. Ferguson 
is an erudite academic, a Stanford fellow 
who must cringe at the gaucheness or 
superficiality of any populist political 
agenda. And yet, perhaps more than any 
other commentator, he has sought to 
understand and communicate its appeal, 
acknowledging that while populist leaders 
have a loose relationship to facts, they 
also call out truths that are deeply felt by 
many. His theme is not that these are 
noble politicians, but that unless we allow 
ourselves to look beyond their rhetoric 
— and acknowledge the concerns that 
underlie their appeal — we will not make 
progress together. We need to listen and 
try to understand the views and concerns 
of others than ourselves, even if we are 
convinced that they are “wrong.”

To be this generous is difficult. My 
response to the political decisions I 
perceive as foolish or unjust ranges 
from anger to despair — and especially 
so when there is a disingenuity to those 
delivering the message. In a sense, it’s a 
cognitive equivalent of the fight or flight 
phenomenon. My values tell me there are 
lines we must not cross, and on these, I 
am firm. But I know also that politics is not 
an ethical exercise — that what is weighs 
more heavily than what ought — and that 
the pursuit of power has its own self-
rationalizing dynamic. To expect better  
of our leaders is better held as a hope than  
an expectation.

Hope, nonetheless, is a powerful 
counterforce to the problems of the 
present. It’s why all leaders trade on vision 

“Reflective, 
philosophical, 
questioning, 

translating to practical 
implementation and 

refreshingly focused on 
all aspects of society as 
beneficiaries of vision 

and leadership.”
Gary Kennedy, Board Chairmain, 

Greencore Group PLC

“A different kind of 
management book. 
A soulful series of 

reflections on values 
and virtues in business, 
which manages to be at 
once both profoundly 

personal and yet 
universal.”

Jonathan Obermeister, Managing 
Partner, Change Agency
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In this book, grief 
therapist Dipti Tait 
redefines grief, 
exploring her own 
experiences, the 
science behind it, 
and our complex 
relationship with it 
across the world. 
We grieve when our 
life changes, when 
relationships and 
friendships end, 
when we move 
house, change 
schools or jobs, and 
when our sense of 
identity and reality 
are under threat. 
This book reveals 
how learning to 
navigate grief can 
help us build a more 
resilient society.

Written by two 
women who were 
bereaved at a 
young age, this 
book explores 
many approaches 
to grieving loss to 
find the one that’s 
right for you. Any 
kind of loss – the 
death of a loved one, 
the breakdown of a 
relationship, or the 
loss of your job – can 
be devastatingly 
painful. By working 
through your 
emotions and taking 
time to heal and 
accept your loss, 
you can discover 
an opportunity 
to make positive 
changes in your life.

Many of us have a 
conversation that 
we’re avoiding. 
This book about the 
conversations that 
matter will help you 
have it, to be there 
for others, to ask for 
what you want and 
need, and be less 
unsure in the face of 
change and challenge. 
From the bestselling 
author of With the 
End in Mind, it brings 
together deeply 
moving stories with a 
lifetime’s experience 
working in medicine, 
and the newest 
psychology, to offer 
lessons for how we 
can best speak our 
mind and help when 
others need to.

Hassan Akkad has experienced 
the unimaginable, from 
the streets of Damascus, to 
uprisings, protest, torture and 
being forced to flee his home, 
but he still holds on to hope 
and chooses to see the kindness 
in humanity every day. In this 
book, he describes his perilous 
journey to the UK, the subject 
of his BAFTA award-winning 
film Exodus, and his life in Syria 
before the war. He also details 
his recent work as a cleaner on a 
London hospital Covid-19 ward.

Capitalism is in 
trouble and is ill-
prepared to cope 
with the challenges 
of the coming 
decades. In this 
book, sociologists 
John L. Campbell 
and John A. Hall 
trace the historical 
development of 
capitalism as a 
social, political and 
economic system 
throughout the 
20th and early 21st 
centuries. They show 
that its performance 
depends on the 
strength of nation-
states, the social 
cohesion of capitalist 
societies and the 
stability of the 
international system.

In this powerful 
new book, Ari Ezra 
Waldman exposes 
precisely how 
the tech industry 
conducts its ongoing 
battle to undermine 
our privacy. With 
research based on 
interviews with tech 
employees and 
internal documents, 
he reveals that 
companies don’t 
just lobby against 
privacy law, they also 
manipulate how we 
think about privacy, 
how their employees 
approach their 
work, and how they 
weaken the law to 
make data-extractive 
products the norm.

In this cultural history 
of the God of the great 
monotheistic religions, 
Professor Francesca 
Stravrakpoulou reveals 
how His DNA stretches 
back centuries before 
the Bible was written, 
and persists in the 
tics and twitches 
of our own society. 
Examining God’s 
body, from his head 
to his hands, feet and 
genitals, she shows 
how the Western idea 
of God developed, and 
explores the places 
and artefacts that 
shaped our view of 
this singular God and 
the ancient societies of 
the biblical world.

A collection of 
personal essays from 
24 Nigerian writers, 
who share memories 
and experiences of 
the country that can 
be found nowhere 
else. This is a picture 
of Nigeria which 
details the realities 
and contradictions of 
patriotism, examines 
the role of class 
and privilege, and 
juxtaposes inherited 
tradition with the 
diasporic experience. 
The authors include 
Chimamanda Ngozi 
Adichie, Ayọ̀bámi 
Adébáyọ̀, Nels 
Abbey, Caleb Femi, 
Chigozie Obioma 
and many others.

Planet Grief
by Dipti Tait
Flint • HB • £18.99
ISBN 9780750994644
Published 21st  
October

It’s Your Loss
by Robyn Donaldson & 
Emma Hopkinson
DK • HB • £14.99
ISBN 9780241510407
Published 2nd 
September

Listen
by Kathryn Mannix
William Collins
HB • £16.99
ISBN 9780008435431
Published 16th 
September

Hope Not Fear
by Hassan Akkad
Bluebird • HB • £18.99
ISBN 9781529059816
Published 2nd September

What Capitalism 
Needs
by John L. Campbell & 
John A. Hall
Cambridge University 
Press • HB • £20.00
ISBN 9781108487825
Published 2nd 
September

Industry Unbound
by Ari Ezra Waldman
Cambridge University 
Press • HB • £20.00
ISBN 9781108492423
Published 28th 
September

God: An Anatomy
by Francesca 
Stavrakopoulou
Picador • HB • £25.00
ISBN 9781509867332
Published 16th 
September

Of This Our Country
The Borough Press
HB • £14.99
ISBN 9780008469269
Published 30th 
September

Thought-Provoking Books



Throughout the book, you often provide 
short biographies of significant figures.  
Do you think the impact of the individual  
is something that is underestimated  
in history?
This is the first great historiographical 
question – individual agency versus the 
structural view of history, in which great 
forces move. And the answer of course 
is that, like everything in history, it’s a 
compromise between the two. The great 
individuals combine with the wider societal 
force, and the accident of the moment. 
Biography is a very good way to draw 
people in, it’s an empathy machine. If you 
have a book about the Middle Ages which 
doesn’t have figures such as Attila the Hun, 
Genghis Khan, Justinian, Edward III, Joan 
of Arc, Theodora or Eleanor of Aquitaine, 
then something’s missing.

Did you travel a lot to research the book,  
or did the pandemic prevent that?
I conceived this book as like a gap year! I 
knew the structure, but I planned to spend 
every month in a different place, and the 
writing would come out of that. So, for 
Chapter One I went to Rome and Pompeii. 
Chapter Two, I went to Ravenna for a week. 
It was January 2020, the sun was out, and 
there were no tourists. It was wonderful. In 
March 2020 I was going to go to Istanbul 
to do the chapter on the Byzantines. Then 
I was going to go to Cordoba to do the 
chapter on the Arabs, and so on. But it 
never happened, of course. So I had to 
re-plan. Fortunately, that wasn’t the worst 
thing to happen in the pandemic, that I 
didn’t get to go on my trip, there were more 
important things happening in the world. 
I had a deliberate strategy that each book 
will build out of the previous one. My last 
book was on the Crusades, I did a lot of 
travelling for that one, so when I wrote the 
chapter in this book on the Crusades, I had 
it covered. I have a library at home which 
I’ve built up over fifteen years, and I was 
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“Dan Jones is in a  
class of his own,”

Professor Suzannah Lipscomb

Dan Jones’s new book covers the whole of 
the Middle Ages, from the fall of the Roman 
Empire in the 5th century to the Protestant 
Reformation in the 16th century. We 
interviewed Dan to find out how he wrote it.

Powers & Thrones
by Dan Jones

HB • Head of Zeus • £25.00
ISBN 9781789543537

Published 2nd September

Central 
Lines

Powers & Thrones covers a long period of 
history. What inspired you to write such an 
epic work, and was there anything which 
you had to leave out?
There’s more than a thousand years of 
history in the book, and it comes in at 639 
pages of text, so that’s almost two years 
per page. It covers the whole world, so far 
more was left out than went in. But that’s 
the challenge of the sort of history that I’ve 
tended to write. This is my tenth book. I’ve 
written books about the Peasant’s Revolt 
and the Magna Carta, which have covered 
short periods of time, but I’ve tended to 
go for epic books, and Powers & Thrones 
is the longest by far. I’m getting more 
comfortable with leaving stuff out, and 
having the confidence to do that, which I 
think you need to be a successful narrative 
historian. Often, your instinct, as an 
inexperienced writer, is to pile everything 
in, but you’re not serving the reader if you 
do that.

What is it about the Middle Ages which 
draws you to write about it?
I think it’s a good tipping point. Firstly, it’s 
an era of enormous, formative change, 
particularly in Western history. You 
see foundational developments in the 
post-classical world, in law, in political 
structures, in religions, in monumental 
architecture, languages, art, music, and 
so on. A lot of the foundations of things 
we still recognise today are built in the 
Middle Ages, and, as a historian, periods 
of development and change are always 
interesting. Secondly, I think it’s a great 
period to work on because there’s enough 
material to write vivid narrative history 
without having to make a lot of it up. Go 
much further back, and you’re into the 
realm of archaeology and imagination. If 
you’re working on the 20th century, the 
challenge is the vastness of the source 
material. You can never do more than 
sample it. With the Middle Ages, you can 
make a good stab at reading everything 
associated with a certain event. It’s also 
full of weird stuff! You can look at medieval 
people and think, ‘well there’s things we 
share in common, but there are also things 
that are just mad’. It’s great entertainment, 
because you’ve got that mix of familiarity 
and total weirdness.

able to go to the London Library. When I 
finished the book, I thought that it would 
actually have been worse if it had been a 
series of travelogues, so it’s probably for 
the best!

You occasionally reference more  
modern events in the book, particularly  
in the footnotes. Do you think that there  
is a parallel between today and the  
Middle Ages?
I don’t think that there’s a parallel. But if 
you’re reading this book, you may think, 
‘well I thought the Middle Ages were very 
different and nothing like our times, and 
yet…’ For a start, I write about how Britain 
detached from the Roman Empire, and 
it’s impossible for anyone to read that in 
Britain today and not think, ‘that’s a bit like 
Brexit’. It really isn’t like Brexit, but you 
can’t help but think about it. I put these 
references to modern day events in the 
footnotes to tweak the imagination, often 
as jokes. For example, I think of Dante – 
here’s someone who has invented a new 
poetry rhyme scheme – and is very nerdy 
but is also dissing people and I couldn’t 
help but think that he’s like the Eminem of 
the 14th century. It’s rhyming, it’s beefs, 
it’s petty squabbles. I suspect Dante will 
still be remembered 200 years from now, 
however, and I can’t say for certain that the 
musical oeuvre of Eminem will be! These 
footnotes are fun, and help people relate to 
the history.

Would you consider writing a sequel 
to Power & Thrones, taking us into the 
Modern Era?
At the moment I’m writing a trilogy of 
novels set during the Hundred Years’ War. 
Power & Thrones is rather Eurocentric,  
but you could also do another book on  
the Middle Ages which considers 
everywhere except Europe. I think that 
would be interesting, and would be 
stepping way outside my wheelhouse. I 
think historians can be too wary of territory 
in which they’re not experts. I think if you’re 
honest about it and say, I’m interested 
in this because I don’t know much about 
it, that’s good. I’ve got some epic ideas, 
some small ideas, and I’m also practically 
engaged in writing novels.
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In the biblical story of Noah’s Ark – 
echoing the flood myth in the Epic of 
Gilgamesh in ancient Mesopotamia – God 
sends rains that swamp most of the planet. 
Noah builds a vast ark to save his family 
and pairs of each type of creature to ensure 
a new start for life on Earth.

Sea levels have risen about 120 metres 
in the past 20,000 years, as the Ice Age 
loosened its grip. A vast pile of sand 
dredged up from the North Sea to reinforce 
a beach in the Netherlands, for instance, 
contains fossils of mammoths and deer 
– relics of a time when the region was 
dry land and Britain was connected to 
continental Europe.

Seas are rising almost everywhere, but I 
also visit parts of Scandinavia where they 
are falling relative to the land. Along the 
Baltic Sea, the coast is rebounding since 
the end of the Ice Age lifted a vast frozen 
weight off the land, like a huge foam 
mattress that takes a while to reshape 
after you get up. The Great Melt uncovers 
a detective story dating back to the 
eighteenth century about how scientists 
solved a mystery of the falling level of the 
Baltic Seas, helped by Swedish ‘seal rocks’ 

“The Great Melt 
uncovers a detective 

story dating back to the 
eighteenth century.”

The Great Melt
by Alister Doyle

HB • Flint • £20.00
ISBN 9780750997843

Published 21st October

One World
These two new books explore 
contemporary life on a global scale, 
and look to the near future, from 
the first impact of climate change 
on our coastal communities, to the 
sustainability of our cities.

W e hear a lot about global 
warming, but what is its impact 
on the world today, and what 

could the future hold? In The Great Melt, 
award-winning journalist Alister Doyle, 
who has covered climate change for 
almost two decades, takes us to the heart 
of communities throughout the world 
who are suffering its consequences now. 
The fate of the world’s coasts rests on 
a knife edge, as global warming melts 
ice sheets and glaciers from the Alps to 
the Andes. The choices we make now 
will determine whether oceans rise 
by one metre by 2100, or whether we 
can save our coastal communities.

Featuring never-before-told stories from the 
first victims of climate change, The Great 
Melt takes us from the Antarctic to the 
small islands of the Pacific, to the coastal 
cities of Miami, New York, Venice and 
Rotterdam, to track the thaw that threatens 
life as we know it. Bringing home the 
impact of the thaw on the most vulnerable 
people at the shoreline, who are already 
moving inland, it’s also a wake-up call for 
action on this problem which will affect  
us all.

This extract from the introduction looks at 
the rising sea levels:

Sea Level Rise: An Old Story

For much of history, changes in sea levels 
have been an almost constant feature of 
lives along the coasts – but the last 2,000 
years have been exceptionally stable.

and an ancient oak tree, still standing  
near Stockholm.

In this book, I have tried to look around 
the globe to highlight the harrowing 
choices faced by those on the frontline of 
climate change. It’s involved a lot of travel, 
by air, buses, trucks, trains, cars and on 
foot: I have bought offsets for the carbon 
emissions and hope this book justifies  
the pollution.

Some people object that sea level rise 
is a slow-motion catastrophe, and that 
people will adapt or move inland to get 
out of harm’s way. Anders Levermann, 
a professor at the Potsdam Institute for 
Climate Impact Research and Columbia 
University, says his main fear is that a 
temperature rise of 2°C, over time, could 
lead to a sea level rise of perhaps 5 metres 
that will ruin coastal cities that are the core 
of our cultural heritage around the world, 
from Venice to Sydney. “Five metres means 
so many cities will be seriously threatened. 
Not necessarily people, but the cultural 
heritage we have built,” he said.

Asked about the major events of the 
twentieth century in opinion polls, people 
in Western nations often mention events 
such as the Second World War, the rise and 
fall of the Soviet Union, Neil Armstrong 
and Buzz Aldrin’s landing on the Moon, 
votes for women, the Holocaust, or the 
atom bomb. Ask the same question in the 
year 2300 and, in the worst case, people 
may well remember our generation for the 
climate crisis and how we redrew maps of 
the planet as the seas rose. A metre of sea 
level rise is an appalling legacy.

 The vast Thwaites glacier in Antarctica 
 meets the Southern Ocean. 
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The notion that we are what we eat is one 
that speaks to my own sense of identity. 
My late grandmother was Austrian and 
escaped Nazi persecution in the 1930s by 
fleeing to England. Food became a way for 
her to reconnect to her Austrian heritage, 
with dishes like Wiener schnitzel, sacher 
torte, strudel and schmaltz. Indeed, as my 
family became spread far and wide, food 
was our common language and the anchor 
of conviviality. Once or twice a year we 
would come together from all corners 
of the world – France, Germany, Chile, 
Australia, South Africa – to gather in my 
grandmother’s living room in Richmond. 
The table would be extended, and every 
form of back-up chair or stool would be 
recruited from the rest of the house just so 
we could all fit in. She could always feed 
an army and every meal was an occasion, 
even if it was just the ‘scraps’ – her loving 
term for a supper of leftovers that were so 
plentiful that the table would groan under 
their weight. There would be all manner of 
treats foraged from local markets and delis 
packed to the brim with products from all 
over Europe. As a child, I would relish each 
visit, knowing I’d be stuffed silly with every 
variety of pastry and cheese – my prime 
staples of food-based joy, to this day.

Cities have been the epicentres of 
immigration and hold complex histories 
of communities being remade time and 
again. Everybody is from somewhere 

“Everybody is from 
somewhere else”

else and there is safety in this. With all 
the practice I’ve had, I can bed down 
very quickly in new cities. Without pre-
existing social networks and in entirely 
new territory, the way I ground myself 
in the early days of a new city is through 
food. Food is often one of the first, and 
most accessible, avenues for settling into 
our new context, creating new memories 
and nurturing old ones. It is the taste of 
that first chapati in Ninyuki, Kenya, flat 
white in Melbourne, Australia, or pad 
thai in Bangkok, Thailand, that linger in 
the recollection; they give expression to 
the very essence of the place, and our 
emotional connection to food can often 
transport us back to the places that still 
hold pieces of our heart.

Emiko Davies, writing in Peddler of 
her discovery of a Chinese ingredient 
shop in a Tuscan town, remarks that she 
almost fainted with joy. This dual sense of 
choked-up relief mingled with nostalgia is 
a common feeling for most migrants: the 
joy of discovering the deeply familiar while 
being reminded of the gulf of distance. For 
a moment, we can return to sentimentality 
and access to the right ingredients lets us 
cook and eat our way back to our roots. On 
the flipside, Candice Cheung, writing in 
the same magazine, provides an alternative 
view when she talks about homesickness 
at the sight of a foreign supermarket. 
Writing about the incomprehensible 
strangeness of new grocery stores when 
she moved from Hong Kong to Sydney, 
she commented that ‘no language quite 
captures the grief of losing access to your 
favourite snacks and mystery meats’.

Dwellbeing
by Claire Bradbury
HB • Flint • £20.00

ISBN 9780750996020
Published 1st October

M ore than 4.2 billion people 
live in cities worldwide, but 
how can we make city living 

healthy and sustainable? City life is often 
characterised as stressful, costly, lonely, 
and even dangerous, but it doesn’t have 
to be this way. In Dwellbeing, international 
sustainability expert and urban nomad Claire 
Bradbury explores the everyday actions that 
have the power to enhance our lives in the 
city. She also looks to the leaders, creators 
and urban heroes around the world who are 
changing the landscape city life.

When it comes to urban living, there are 
seven pillars we love and need: wilderness, 
nourishment, movement, connection, 
dwelling, imagination and unity. With a 
foreword by environmentalist Tony Juniper 
CBE, Chair of Natural England, Dwellbeing 
looks at each of these seven themes in turn. 
Claire blends her own experiences and 
her conversations with city dwellers and 
experts from all backgrounds, and from all 
over the world, into a vision of our urban 
future. From street artists to planners, chefs 
to lawyers, DJs to architects, she shows that 
everyone has a voice in creating city homes 
we all want to dwell in.

This extract looks at food and immigration:

In cities, the world comes together on a 
plate. In the autumn 2020 Peddler Journal, 
Hetty McKinnon, writer and chef, wrote, 
‘When one lives in exile (whether voluntary 
or involuntary), food is a thread which keeps 
them connected to their former homeland.’
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History & Biography
Britain’s SBS, or 
Special Boat Service, 
was the world’s first 
maritime special 
operations unit, 
founded in 1940. It 
started as a small 
outfit that leaned 
heavily on volunteers’ 
raw courage and 
boyish enthusiasm, 
but went on to change 
the course of the 
Second World War. 
This book, written with 
the full cooperation 
of the modern SBS, 
tells the true story of 
this ultra-secretive 
unit for the first time, 
and allows Britain’s 
original special 
forces to emerge 
from the shadows.

A collection of 
extraordinary true 
stories of war, 
courage, tragedy, 
strategy and survival 
from the bestselling 
military historian Max 
Hastings. In his almost 
sixty years of military 
study and his work in 
the midst of modern 
conflicts as a foreign 
correspondent, these 
are the stories that 
have left a mark. It 
includes real figures, 
ranging from the Black 
Prince and Cromwell 
to George Orwell and 
Evelyn Waugh, and 
considers times from 
ancient Rome and 
Greece to today’s Iraq 
and Afghanistan.

Helene Munson’s 
father was just 17 
years old when he was 
sent to train for the SS. 
In this deeply personal 
book, she looks at the 
elite-schooled youth 
soldiers under the Nazi 
regime, and explores 
the long-lasting effects 
of young minds 
brainwashed, when 
children were forced 
to sign membership 
to a party they did 
not understand. Her 
father’s sufferings 
cast a shadow over 
her own childhood, 
and after reading 
his wartime diaries 
she embarked 
upon a mission to 
retrace his steps.

The true story of 
Britain’s search to 
recover, identify and 
honour the missing 
soldiers of the First 
World War, which 
brings the conflict’s 
legacy to life in a 
testament to the 
bravery, compassion 
and resilience of the 
human spirit. From 
the department set up 
to investigate the fate 
of missing comrades 
in the war’s aftermath, 
to the present day, 
when DNA profiling 
continues to aid 
efforts to recover and 
identify these men, 
this history of the 
search spans more 
than a hundred years.

The second book in 
the Braslou Bière 
Chronicles, following 
A Beer in the Loire. 
Three years after 
establishing their 
British microbrewery 
in the heart of French 
wine country, Tommy 
and Rose Barnes 
are planning on 
diversifying with 
calamitous results. 
With Brexit looming, 
a second baby on the 
way, and sales of IPA 
beer plummeting, 
trouble is brewing 
in the Loire. 
Features 12 recipes 
from Chatsworth 
Bakehouse chef Tom 
Matthews, which 
include Braslou Biere.

A fully revised and 
updated biography 
of Meghan Markle, 
which navigates the 
twists and turns of a 
royal saga that has 
both engaged and 
enraged those inside 
and outside the 
palace walls. Andrew 
Morton draws on 
exclusive interviews 
with those closest to 
Meghan to uncover 
the story of her life, 
from her fractious 
childhood in LA, 
through her previous 
marriage and divorce, 
her struggles in 
Hollywood, her role 
as the Duchess of 
Sussex, and beyond.

In this autobiography, 
inventor and 
entrepreneur James 
Dyson tells his 
story, and reveals 
how he set up and 
led his company, 
which became 
one of the most 
innovative technology 
companies in the 
world. In devoting 
all his resources to 
developing his cyclonic 
vacuum cleaner, he 
risked it all, but out 
of many failures and 
setbacks came success. 
Now his products – 
from hoovers to dryers, 
fans and purifiers – are 
both revolutionary 
technologies and 
design classics.

In this highly-anticipated book, 
the award-winning musician 
and director Dave Grohl reveals 
true stories from his own life. 
From the crazy dreams he had 
as a young man, to his time in 
Nirvana and the Foo Fighters, 
he describes jamming with Iggy 
Pop, playing at the Academy 
Awards, drumming for Tom Petty, 
meeting Sir Paul McCartney 
at the Royal Albert Hall, 
encountering Little Richard, and 
many more rock and roll tales.

SBS: Silent Warriors
by Saul David
William Collins
HB • £25.00
ISBN 9780008394523
Published 2nd 
September

Soldiers: Great Stories 
of War & Peace
by Max Hastings
William Collins
HB • £25.00
ISBN 9780008454227
Published 28th 
October

Boy Soldiers
by Helene Munson
The History Press
HB • £20.00
ISBN 9780750997119
Published 1st October

The Searchers
by Robert  
Sackville-West
Bloomsbury
HB • £25.00
ISBN 9781526613158
Published 30th 
September

Trouble Brewing in 
the Loire
by Tommy Barnes
Muswell Press
HB • £12.99
ISBN 9781916360259
Published 7th October

Meghan: A  
Hollywood Princess
by Andrew Morton
Michael O’Mara
PB • £9.99
ISBN 9781789293906
Published 14th 
October

Invention
by James Dyson
Simon & Schuster
HB • £25.00
ISBN 9781471198748
Published 2nd 
September

The Storyteller
by Dave Grohl
Simon & Schuster
HB • £20.00
ISBN 9781398503700
Published 5th October
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by the fossil record, we 
started our detailed look 
at the history of life a long 
way up from its roots, 
around 700 million years 
ago. By this stage, about 
80% of life’s history is 
already over. The fossil 
record improves from 
that point onwards, and 
rocks start to record 
enough physical and 
geochemical evidence to broadly set 
out what was happening. Of particular 
importance to the story of life on Earth 
is the history of oxygen. Absent on the 
early Earth, oxygen became a permanent 
component of the atmosphere about 2.45 
billion years ago. From that point onwards, 
hesitantly, oxygen levels in the atmosphere 
started to rise. Eventually, even the deepest 
parts of the ocean became oxygenated. 
The increasing levels of oxygen allowed 
life to make the transition from single 
cells to complex multicellular animals, 
bringing with them the first modern style 
of ecosystems. Together, the appearance 
of large multicellular animals and complex 
ecosystems also heralded the emergence 
of the modern Earth System.

Evolution links all species on Earth. 
Every species alive today could, if we had 
a perfect fossil record and continuous 
sampling, have its ancestry traced back to 
our last common ancestor some 3.7 billion 
years ago, at the root of the tree of life. 
In turn, the Earth System links all living 
things with the Earth’s physical processes. 
Life in all its diversity, the air we breathe, 
the rocks beneath our feet, and the water 

“An exuberant road  
trip through the history 

of life on Earth.”
Marcia Bjornerud

In this new book, palaeontologist 
Michael Hannah looks at mass 
extinctions in the Earth’s history 
to understand the crisis we 
are entering today, and urges 
us to act now to avoid mass 
extinctions in the future.

Life & 
Death

Extinctions
by Michael Hannah

Cambridge University Press
HB • £20.00

ISBN 9781108843539
Published 16th September

M ichael Hannah is Associate 
Professor in the School of 
Geography, Environment and 

Earth Sciences at Victoria University of 
Wellington in Aoteaora/New Zealand. He 
has been involved in two major Antarctic 
drilling projects, helping to decipher 
ancient changes in climate and the history 
of the Antarctic ice sheets. In Extinctions, he 
considers what mass extinctions in Earth’s 
history can tell us about the Anthropocene 
– the age we are currently living in, where 
humans are having an impact on our 
planet’s climate and ecosystems.

The fossil record reveals periods when 
biodiversity exploded, and short intervals 
when much of life was wiped out in mass 
extinction events. In comparison with these 
ancient events, today’s biotic crisis hasn’t 
yet reached the level of mass extinction, 
but we are certainly in trouble. Humanity’s 
actions are applying the same sorts of 
pressures that in the past triggered mass 
extinction events, and we must act now to 
avert this disaster.

In this extract, Michael Hannah looks at the 
fossil record:

The estimated 8.7 million species alive 
on Earth today are just the slightest of 
twigs on the furthest reaches of the one 
true tree of life. These twigs can be traced 
back, through ever-thickening branches, 
right down to the roots of the tree some 
3.7 billion years ago. The sheer number 
of species that have lived and died out 
over that immense period dwarfs the 
current biodiversity. Today, all living things 
exist within the margin of error of any 
estimate of the total number of species that 
have ever existed on Earth. The scrap of 
biodiversity that remains after 3.7 billion 
years of evolution now stands on a knife’s 
edge. In this book, I have argued that to 
fully understand the current defaunation 
and to look for ways we can mitigate or 
reverse the situation, it is important to set 
the event into its historical context.

Because of the constraints imposed 

that fills our oceans are all intimately 
connected. A change or disruption in  
any of these components of the Earth 
System will be felt and responded to by  
all the others.

Following the evolution of multicellular 
life, about 500 million years ago the 
diversity of life exploded. New species 
evolved at a rate that has not been matched 
since. The improvement in the fossil 
record that accompanied the Cambrian 
Explosion allowed palaeontologists to 
examine, in detail, the rollercoaster ride 
that diversity has taken up to the present 
day. And what a ride it was, full of rapid 
increases in biodiversity and precipitous 
falls due to mass extinctions. It’s clear 
that there is continuing discussion about 
the exact path that biodiversity followed, 
but additional research is very likely to 
sort these differences out. Despite the 
disagreements, there is something I think 
everybody agrees on, and that is the 
importance of mass extinctions in the 
history of the biosphere. Mass extinctions 
are recognised as massive drops in 
biodiversity. The Big Five mass extinctions, 
for example, may have resulted in 
extinctions of marine species of between 
75% and 96%. But mass extinctions do 
more than simply reduce the planet’s 
diversity. The clearing of environmental 
niches and their subsequent refilling 
by a different set of species gives mass 
extinctions the ability to reconstruct 
entire biotas and makes them a powerful 
instrument of biological change. They both 
shape the overall diversity of the planet 
and drive major restructurings of its biota.
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and seasonal recipes. There was no 
'cheating', as it was shot at home, during 
the pandemic. The vegetables were 
from my garden, from my mum and 
her husband’s garden, or from organic 
boxes. If you’re eating juicy tomatoes and 
cucumbers in the heat of summer, with 
all the electrolytes they give you, it makes 
you feel good. But in winter, you want 
something like swede, with earthy, metallic 
vibes, to be able to battle the environment 
you’re in. It’s tastier, eating in season, but it 
also benefits us from a holistic perspective. 
It enables you to keep working or enjoying 
yourself if you’re putting in the right fuel at 
the right times of year. This book is all real 
– we ate every single thing on every single 
page, and it’s been a real family project.

Did you do the photography yourself?
Yes. I’d been doing a lot of styling and art 
directing for my books in the past, but 
photography’s not something I’ve done 
professionally before. It was very much 
a necessity, I had to do the photography 
myself if I wanted to get it all in season. I 
think one of the positives to come out of 
the pandemic is that a lot of people have 
learned new skills. I absolutely loved doing 
the photography, and I’m now doing a lot 
more photography for people I work with. I 
had a couple of shoot days for the pictures 
of me, as I couldn’t do those myself, but 
everything else I shot.

You say in the book that you like to  
avoid food waste. Do you think we throw 
away a lot of parts of vegetables we  
should be eating?

Vegging 
Out
In this comprehensive and personal 
new cookbook, James Strawbridge 
explains how to cook more than 
135 delicious, sustainable and 
seasonal recipes using over 60 
vegetables. We interviewed James, 
to discover his passion for veg and 
for holistic eating.

“Fennel is my  
favourite summer 

vegetable”

The Complete Vegetable Cookbook
by James Strawbridge
HB • DK • £25.00
ISBN 9780241500941
Published 9th September

Do you think that vegetarian cooking is 
becoming more popular in recent years, 
and do you think that the pandemic has 
had an effect on this?
Yes, I think vegetarian cooking has become 
more popular, in part because people are 
more aware of the impact of our food and 
eating habits on the planet and climate 
change. I think the pandemic heightened 
that, with people thinking about their health 
and wellbeing. There was a rebellion early 
in the pandemic where people perhaps 
drank more than was healthy and put their 
heads in sand a bit. But the flipside was 
that we all became acutely aware that 
we have to boost our immune systems. 
The fear around shortages (which didn’t 
quite materialise apart from the loo 
roll saga!) made people take a massive 
interest in vegetables. And not just from 
the supermarket, but from farm shops, 
veg boxes and gardens. The retail boom 
of meat-free meals for me tends to be 
about processed food. With whatever I 
eat, I prefer unprocessed ingredients and 
cooking, that’s my passion.

Are you a vegetarian?
No, I don’t quite know how to describe 
myself! I suppose what I always do is 
have a diet that’s focussed on seasonal 
and sustainable, locally sourced food. But 
that does include fish, such as Cornish 
sardines, hake and mussels. I tend to eat 
very little meat, but if I do it will be organic 
and free range, from farms not factories. I 
believe that if you are into eating meat and 
seafood, it has to be sourced responsibly. 
I don’t call myself a flexitarian because I’m 
not at all flexible in my diet! I’ve got a lot of 
family who have vegetarian diets, and that’s 
been a massive influence on my cookery 
for many years.

The book is arranged by seasonally and by 
vegetable. How did you plan the book – did 
you write it through the course of a year?
Yes, this is probably the most authentic 
book I’ve ever done, in terms of sustainable 

If you compost at home, or have a council 
collection of compost, there’s nothing 
wrong with that. What we’ve perhaps 
lost is the frugal way of cooking our 
grandparents used to do, where you’d 
make stock, and use different parts of 
the vegetable in a more creative way. 
Because throwing good vegetables in the 
bin doesn’t make sense. What I wanted to 
get across without being preachy in this 
book, is showing people that there’s all 
sorts of delicious things you can do with, 
for example, celeriac leaves, or with the 
stems and stalks of different vegetables. 
Cauliflower leaves, if you cook them in the 
oven with a drizzle of oil and a pinch of 
salt, they’re a tasty veg. It’s the same with 
broccoli stalks, we trim these bits off veg 
almost robotically, without thinking about 
it. I personally believe there’s so much fun 
in reimagining how we cook vegetable 
to use all their parts. You get different 
textures and flavours on your palate.

And are there some vegetables that you 
think are overlooked in the UK, and do you 
have a favourite?
Yes, I think we don’t appreciate celeriac. 
I think I say in the book that it’s beautiful 
on the inside – it’s a bit of an ugly-looking 
vegetable, but it’s delicious and full of 
flavour! And I would put fennel in a divisive 
space – if you think that you don’t like it 
because of the aniseed taste of the bulb, 
you can eat the fronds, which are perfect for 
adding to dishes as a herb. I would say that 
fennel is my favourite summer vegetable, 
the flowers are edible and you can use its 
seeds for curries, and it attracts pollinators 
to the garden. For winter, if you’re looking 
for a vegetable that’s underappreciated but 
very special, I think it’s swede. Living in 
Cornwall, if you’ve got a pasty that doesn’t 
have swede, or, as we call it, turnip, it’s not 
a pasty. Potatoes are amazing, but without 
swede it doesn’t have that profile. Swede 
changes a dish so much, and, in the winter, 
it’s like a warm hug!
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connoted spaciousness, but there was 
hardly any space at all; indeed, after his 
roommate, Bryan, had moved his loveseat 
in – pushing it beneath his raised bed, 
propping a TV tray next to it – the room 
seemed unreasonably truncated. Given the 
vastness of the land outside the room, this 
smallness seemed an affront.

And then there was his roommate.
Jaidee excused himself to the bathroom, 

sat in the stall. He thought perhaps he 
could go to the housing office, tell them 
he wanted a single, or that he wanted to 
be moved to a different hall. Bryan was not 
what he had expected – he didn’t know if 
he’d be able to acclimate.

It’s not that he’s Black, he would tell  
the housing office, it’s just that I’m not 
used to–

To what? He had nothing.
He left the stall, splashed water on his 

face, and returned to the dorm room. 
Bryan was hanging shirts up in the closet, 
running his hands over the length of each 
one, smoothing them out.

‘So you’re from Thailand, huh,’ Bryan 

One fateful night in 1997, a violent 
act is committed at Quigley House, 
a horror-themed escape room in 
Nebraska. But what prejudices, 
obsessions and exploitations led 
up to this terrible event? We take 
a look at James Han Mattson’s 
explosive new novel Reprieve.

Reprieve
by James Han Mattson

HB • Bloomsbury • £16.99
ISBN 9781526635563

Published 5th October

No Escape

A fter her father’s death, Kendra and 
her mother relocate from Washington 
DC to Nebraska, to stay with her 

aunt Rae and her cousin Bryan. She isn’t 
at all sure about the move, particularly as 
there are fewer Black people in Nebraska, 
and she’ll be moving away from her new 
almost-boyfriend Shawn. She and Shawn 
have bonded over their love of horror 
novels and movies, and he’s excited for her 
– because Nebraska is the home of Quigley 
House, a notorious haunted house escape 
room. If you can make it through the rooms 
of horror, and find the envelopes without 
shouting the word ‘Reprieve’ to stop the 
game, there’s big money to be won.

Meanwhile, hotel worker Leonard is 
feeling that his life is going downhill. 
Since he rekindled his friendship with local 
entrepreneur John Forrester, who owns 
Quigley House, his relationship with his 
partner Mary has gone sour. And Jaidee is 
a Thai student struggling with his sexuality 
who arrives to study in Nebraska and 
to try and find his former teacher Victor. 
But Jaidee feels like a fish out of water 
and can’t get on with his new roommate, 
Bryan. The lives of all these characters 
will converge one night at Quigley 
House, when horror turns to murder.

In this extract Jaidee has moved from 
Thailand to Lincoln, Nebraska, to become a 
student there:

On dorm move-in day, after Jaidee and 
his new roommate had both settled in, 
Jaidee stood awkwardly in the middle 
of the room, looking everywhere but his 
dorm-mate’s eyes. It’d taken four years of 
collegiate rejection for him to get here, four 
years of working for his dad at the bank – 
licking envelopes, folding letters, punching 
numbers on a small calculator – four 
years of revising his personal statement, 
inserting phrases like ‘rich cultural heritage’ 
and ‘diversity of experience’ and ‘self-
motivated toward success’, four years 
of mindless American television and 
American novels and English language 
exchange, and now, after all that writing, 
he stood in a room the size of a jail cell. 
Jaidee frowned. The brochure pictures had 

“A timely, devastating 
story about intersecting 
lives drawn to a dark 

and frightening place…”
Jung Yun

said, standing back from the closet,  
taking inventory.

‘Yes,’ Jaidee said.
‘Huh,’ Bryan said. ‘That’s cool.’
‘Yes.’
‘Come a long way from there,’ Bryan 

said, looking over at him.
‘Yes. A long way.’
‘Well, welcome to America.’
‘I like it here. So much space.’
Bryan laughed. ‘Maybe too much.’
They ate dinner together in the student 

union – Bryan got pizza, Jaidee a burger 
– and after they’d opened their respective 
cardboard containers, Bryan asked about 
Thailand – what’s the food like? What’s the 
weather? Is it true, the sex tourism? How 
long was the flight? Jaidee, surprisingly, 
warmed to Bryan’s earnestness, and 
thought, during that first dinner, that 
perhaps he’d wait a while before going to 
the housing office. After all, if he’d been 
roommates with someone he felt attractive 
toward, how would that affect his studies? 
School needed to be his primary concern: 
his parents would require frequent grade 
reports, and if he was caught lying…

Bryan’s questions dissipated, and Jaidee 
felt compelled to ask some of his own: Was 
he from Lincoln? What’s the weather like? 
Where was the nearest mall? What kind of 
music did he listen to? When his questions 
dried up, they sat silently, paying close 
attention to their food. After a few minutes 
of this, two men – one tall, one short, both 
Black and athletically built – came up to 
the table and clapped Bryan on the back.

‘Look at the geezer,’ the short one said. 
‘Midlife crisis, huh?’
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Which new books from Orenda would you 
recommend this autumn?
We have seven! Rod Reynolds’ breathtaking 
contemporary American noir thriller, Black 
Reed Bay, the first in a truly unforgettable 

series; Lilja 
Sigurðardóttir’s Cold 
as Hell, translated by 
Quentin Bates – first 
in a five-book series, 
and so atmospheric 
and unnerving; Antti 
Tuomainen’s darkly 
funny, poignant 
The Rabbit Factor, 
translated by David 
Hackston –the first 
in his FIRST-EVER 
series, currently 
in production for 

the screen; New Zealand crime-writer (and 
new signing) Paul Cleave’s cunning, twisty 
standalone thriller The Quiet People; a new 
thriller from the consistently brilliant and 
original Will Carver called Psychopaths 
Anonymous; another beautiful, moving 
psychological thriller from our poetic Scottish 
author Michael J. Malone – Quicksand of 
Memory; and some brooding, evocative 
literary fiction set on a Deptford council 
estate – West Camel’s Fall. We are SO excited.

aim of publishing an effort to encourage 
people to read? To broaden horizons and 
to entertain? Everyone loves a mystery, 
and crime fiction helps us to make sense 
of our world, shining a spotlight on our 
society but also providing resolution. It’s 
compelling, diverting and in many ways 
important. There should never be any 
shame in reading choices.

Many of Orenda’s 
books are in 
translation – 
what draws you 
to publishing 
translated fiction?
I love the idea of 
armchair travel, 
of learning about 
other cultures, 
landscapes and 
people through 
literature, and it 
opens our eyes to 

difference and sameness. It’s the literary 
equivalent of walking in someone else’s 
shoes, and that’s important. I wanted to 
demystify translated fiction, which has 
been far too niche. We are lucky to be able 
to cherry pick some of the most exciting 
international reads, and it’s so exciting to 
bring these books – and the authors – to the 
English market. We are a very international 
team, and have the best time!

Has the pandemic 
changed the way 
Orenda operates in 
any way?
We have always 
had a strong, 
engaged social-
media following 
and that definitely 
helped. We have 
increased our 
online output 
considerably – and 
it’s been difficult, 

with big publishers putting so much money 
behind online campaigns – and also 
worked hard on higher-profile marketing 
and direct engagement, with weekly 
newsletters and promotions, and online 
launches and events. A lot of our marketing 
relied on physical events and our ‘Orenda 
Roadshow’, so we’ve had to find other ways 
to get our authors in front of readers. Our 
relationships with booksellers have never 
been so important, and we’ve kept in close 

Crime Time
Founded by Karen Sullivan in 2014, Orenda 
Books publish fiction, with an emphasis on 
crime and thrillers and translated novels. 
We talked to Karen about the history of 
Orenda, and about their new books.

How did Orenda Books start? Did you 
always want to be a publisher?
I’ve always wanted to work with books, 
and I got my first job in publishing when I 
was twenty – fresh from university and just 
arrived in the UK from Canada. I worked 
for an independent for a few years before 
jumping to the other side of the fence, and 
writing non-fiction. I worked part-time for 
a small independent for eighteen months 
before starting Orenda Books in 2014. I 
had a very clear vision of what I wanted to 
do – create a ‘brand’ that readers would 
trust, with beautifully written, bold and 
unforgettable books – and was under no 
illusions about how hard it would be! But 
six years after publishing our first books, 
we’re still here and I absolutely love the 
vibrant community and my brilliant team 

of authors. Last 
year we won the 
CWA Crime & 
Mystery Publisher 
of the Year and it 
felt like a massive 
achievement. We 
have no investors 
and we’ve taken 
huge personal 
risks, but it’s 
definitely paid off.

Orenda publishes 
mainly crime fiction 

and thrillers. What is it about this genre 
which makes it so appealing to readers, 
and do you think attitudes towards genre 
fiction have changed in recent years?
There is always a puzzling snobbery 
towards genre fiction, as though it can’t 
be as exquisitely written, enlightening 
and thought-provoking as ‘literary fiction’, 
but I think that’s changing. Crime fiction 
has a well-defined and important place in 
literature as a whole, and isn’t the whole 

touch with so many 
throughout the 
pandemic. This is 
a fantastic, vibrant 
community, but 
also a fragile eco-
system, and we all 
need to support 
one another.

Do you have a 
favourite book 
or author which 
Orenda have 
published?

Not at all. I only publish books and 
authors that/who I absolutely love. We 
have complete parity in terms of advances 
and marketing spend, and I value them 
all equally. I’m often asked by our sales 
teams to select a few lead titles, but politely 
decline. We only publish two books a 
month, and they deserve equal attention 
and passionate publishing!

Are there any 
books from other 
publishers which 
you wish Orenda 
had published?
Oh, always! I love 
Will Dean’s books, 
which feel VERY 
Orenda, and also 
Rosamund Lupton, 
Chris Whitaker, 
Cat Ward’s Last 
House on Needless 
Street, and Emma 

Stonex’s The Lamplighters. I love books 
that mesmerise, transport and make me 
feel… and that’s the criteria for books I 
publish, too!

 Karen Sullivan, 
 with author 
 Antti Tuomainen 
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The ultimate Nigel 
Slater collection, 
with more than 200 
recipes, which tells 
the story of his life 
in the kitchen. From 
the first jam tart 
Nigel made with his 
mum standing on a 
chair trying to reach 
the aga, through to 
what he is creating 
now, these are 
favourite dishes at 
the heart and soul 
of his cooking. Filled 
with tales behind 
the recipes, such 
as the first time he 
ate a baguette in 
Paris, to his love of 
Japanese pickled 
radishes, this is the 
essential Nigel Slater.

A new cookbook 
from Rebecca 
Wilson, the 
bestselling author 
and Instagram star 
behind @what-
mummymakes. 
With more than 100 
brand new recipes, 
Rebecca will show 
you how to cook 
nutritious meals for 
the whole family. 
They include quick 
suppers and slow 
cooker dishes, to 
joyful weekend 
feasts, brilliant 
bakes, and warming 
desserts. Easy-to-
follow, flavour-filled, 
and with dishes for 
every season, these 
recipes will delight.

Poppy O’Toole was 
made redundant 
at the start of the 
lockdown, and turned 
to TikTok as a creative 
outlet. She now has 
a million followers, 
and in this book she 
will teach you how to 
make incredible food 
at home. Starting 
with twelve core 
skills that everyone 
needs to know, such 
as how to make a 
pasta sauce or roast 
a chicken, she then 
uses these as a base 
for delicious and 
adaptable recipes 
that will up your 
cooking game.

A collection of 40 
eco gift ideas which 
shows you how to 
create presents from 
everyday household 
items. Follow step-
by-step guidance to 
produce everything 
from spa-day 
pamper products 
to gorgeous 
homewares, which 
don’t compromise 
on design or quality. 
There are also 
tips and tricks on 
creating your own 
wrapping paper and 
gift tags. Creating 
home-made gifts 
enables you to 
save money and 
also spare the 
environment.

Following the success 
of What Cats Want, 
this illuminating and 
entertaining guide 
to doggy behaviour 
provides everything 
their owners need 
to know, along 
with cute, funny 
and affectionate 
illustrations. Leading 
behaviourist Mat 
Ward explains what 
different woofs might 
mean, how to read a 
dog’s ears, why they 
wag their tails and 
much more. Once 
you understand your 
dog, you and your 
canine companion 
can lead a more 
contented life.

Welcome to the 
wonderful world of 
Skeldale House, the 
veterinary surgery 
and waiting room 
for the locals of 
Darrowby village 
and their animals, 
in this behind-the-
scenes look at the 
TV series remake of 
All Creatures Great 
& Small. Offering an 
exclusive insight into 
the making of the 
show, it pays homage 
to James Herriot’s 
beloved memoirs, 
and the incredible 
backdrop of the 
Yorkshire Dales. 
With input from the 
production team, 
stylists and actors.

A fresh look at the 
TV sitcoms of one 
our most divisive 
and controversial 
decades: the 1970s. 
Told by the actors, 
writers, directors 
and producers who 
made them happen, 
it covers shows such 
as Rising Damp, 
Fawlty Towers and 
Dad’s Army. Many of 
these sitcoms tapped 
into the decade’s 
sense of cynicism, 
failure and alienation, 
providing much-
needed laughter for 
the masses, whereas 
others looked 
back sentimentally 
at an imagined 
English past.

From the bestselling 
puzzle book author 
Dr Gareth Moore, 
this features 80 
fiendishly difficult 
cases to crack, as 
you step into the 
shoes of a seasoned 
investigator… or 
go over to the dark 
side and become a 
criminal mastermind! 
Examine crime scene 
evidence, analyse 
witness statements, 
identify suspects and 
break secret codes to 
work out the answer 
to the big question: 
whodunit? A must 
for any true crime or 
thriller fan.

Collecting Panini 
football stickers 
has always been 
a joy. And for the 
first time, Panini 
have granted 
access to their 
archives for this 
superbly illustrated 
celebration of their 
iconic football 
sticker collections. 
With a heady mix 
of football history, 
wonderful nostalgia 
and modern-day 
action that collectors 
of all ages will 
cherish, this book 
shows why, for 
the last 60 years, 
collecting Panini 
stickers has been, 
and remains, a 
global phenomenon.

A Cook’s Book
by Nigel Slater
4th Estate
HB • £30.00
ISBN 9780008213763
Published 14th 
October

Family Comforts
by Rebecca Wilson
DK • HB • £18.99
ISBN 9780241534694
Published 16th 
September

Poppy Cooks The 
Food You Need
by Poppy O’Toole
Bloomsbury
HB • £16.99
ISBN 9781526639233
Published 16th 
September

Green Gifts
by Rosie James & 
Claire Cater
Michael O’Mara
HB • £9.99
ISBN 9781789293210
Published 16th 
September

What Dogs Want
by Mat Ward &  
Rupert Fawcett
Bloomsbury
HB • £12.99
ISBN 9781526639950
Published 28th 
October

The World of  
All Creatures  
Great & Small
Michael O’Mara
HB • £18.99
ISBN 9781789294040
Published 28th 
October

Raising Laughter
by Robert Sellers
The History Press
HB • £20.00
ISBN 9780750996587
Published 1st 
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The Perfect Crime 
Puzzle Book
by Dr Gareth Moore
Michael O’Mara
PB • £9.99
ISBN 9781789293357
Published 21st  
October

Panini Football 
Stickers
by Greg Lansdowne
Bloomsbury Sport
HB • £12.99
ISBN 9781472987778
Published 14th 
October

Home Life
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of the Police!’ A group of women led by 
54-year-old Phoebe Price had travelled 
some 40 miles from Manchester to 
Liverpool, where they’d embarked on a 
two-week crime spree.

Like the Black Boy Alley Ladies, the 
women worked in small, all female gangs, 
but they didn’t need to lure gentlemen 
or use physical force, their targets were 
haberdashers and linen drapers. ‘Their 
practice was to frequent the shops of 
tradesmen,’ explained the press, ‘and while 
one was engaged in looking at different 
things, or purchasing some trivial articles, 
the other watched her opportunity to 
purloin whatever was within reach.’ The 
women committed over a dozen thefts 
in Liverpool, hiding stolen goods under 
their cloaks and petticoats, and within two 
weeks they’d made £4 profit each, roughly 
half the annual wage of a housemaid.

Phoebe Price and her companions fled 
back to Manchester, where they led an 
‘idle life’ until the money was gone, before 
returning to Liverpool for another four 
days of shoplifting. Next, they headed to 
Chester for the July Fair of 1814, where 
they stole lace, shawls, silk handkerchiefs 
and yards of cotton. There was little 
difficulty in robbing Chester’s shops, 

“...they didn’t need to 
lure gentlemen or use 

physical force,”

“Shoplifting would 
remain a capital offence 

for 120 years,”

Queens of the Underworld
by Caitlin Davies

HB • The History Press • £20.00
ISBN 9780750993173

Published 14th October

Powerful 
Women
These two new books from The 
History Press celebrate strong 
women of two very different kinds. 
Queens of the Underworld takes 
a look at the history of female 
crooks, whereas Out of Darkness 
gives voice to the women of the 
Greenham Common Peace Camp.

W e think of a life of crime as 
being a predominantly male 
phenomenon, particularly when 

we look back at the its history. The likes of 
Robin Hood, Dick Turpin and Ronnie Biggs 
have become folk heroes, romanticised 
even when they kill. But where are their 
female equivalents? Were there any female 
street robbers, gang leaders, diamond 
thieves, gold smugglers or bank robbers?

In Queens of the Underworld, journalist, 
author and teacher Caitlin Davies takes a 
fascinating look at the history of female 
crooks, from the 17th century to today. 
Along the way we will encounter robbers 
such as Moll Cutpurse and the Black Boy 
Alley Ladies, to jewel thieves such as 
Emily Lawrence, to the bandit leader Elsie 
Carey and the burglar Zoe Progl. Like so 
many other notable women of their eras, 
they have often been dismissed as not 
real women, and their stories have been 
overlooked. Caitlin embarks on a journey 
of discovery to find out more about these 
women’s lives, and tracks down their 
modern-day descendants to tell them the 
truth about their ancestors.

This extract looks at the history of  
female shoplifters:

Ladies Go A-Theiving

In the summer of 1814, an ‘extraordinary 
instance of female depravity’ was reported 
in the north-west of England, with the 
arrest of the ‘most daring gang of female 
depredators ever recorded in the annuals 

explained 21-year-old Sarah Rockley, as 
‘the tradesmen were not sufficiently sharp 
to strangers’.

Shoplifting was hardly a new activity 
and it can be traced back to at least the 
sixteenth century, when groups of men 
called ‘lifters’ would ‘lyft’ cloths and fabric 
from city merchants. Mary Frith described 
befriending Kings Takers, who ran by 
shops at dusk to ‘catch up any of the Wares 
or Goods’, and towards the end of the 
seventeenth century there were a number 
of shoplifting cases at the Old Bailey.

Two women were said to possess 
‘profound experience in the mysteries of 
Shoplifting’, and soon the crime become 
so common that, according to the press, ‘a 
Tradesman scarce dares trust his Wares to 
Customers view’.

In 1699, in response to pressure from 
traders, the Shoplifting Act was introduced, 
part of the ‘Bloody Code’, which radically 
increased the number of crimes 
punishable by death. Those convicted 
of stealing goods worth 5 shillings or 
more – and who took the items ‘privately’, 
without being observed – could now be 
transported or hanged. Shoplifting would 
remain a capital offence for 120 years, 
although juries could value stolen goods 
under 5 shillings, so the accused faced a 
lesser penalty.
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There might be women crowding around 
the 10ft military fence topped with razor 
wire, preparing to rock it or cut it down en 
masse. The ground might be very muddy, 
the raised voices and cloudy breath of 
hundreds of women filling the air and the 
smell of woodsmoke pervading everything.

Or maybe it’s a Monday evening in 
summer, the weekenders and visitors have 
gone and the remaining women sit in 
small groups around campfires preparing 
cups of tea or food. They chat about setting 
off for the long walk to Yellow Gate to get 
water, or they drift off in ones and twos 
to collect yet more firewood. The ground 
might be a little less muddy. Here and there 
a woman’s voice carries across the air in 
song, laughter or shout, and pervading 
everything is the smell of woodsmoke.

What part of the camp you arrived at, 
or lived at, what time of year you were 
there and for how long, and what event 
you might have come for were all factors 
that changed the character of the camp 
and these account for the diverse variety 
of memories and impressions the women 
gave us of it.

Striking to any new arrival, and certainly 

“Here and there a 
woman’s voice carries 
across the air in song, 

laughter or shout,”

not lost on the Greenham women, 
was the stark visual contrast between 
nature and ‘man’. On one side of the 
camp were the rolling green spaces and 
ancient woodlands of one of Britain’s 
last and largest areas of common land 
(it is understandable that author Richard 
Adams, when living on the edge of 
Greenham, had chosen the common 
for the setting of Watership Down). On 
the other side, what had started as a 
perfunctory fence had grown to be a three-
layer-deep, 9-mile fortification guarded 
by dogs and soldiers of the Ministry of 
Defence (MoD). Beyond this, the grey 
metal bunkers, massive air hangars, 
ominous watch towers, sprawling runways 
and identical concrete-box dwellings 
that housed the US personnel and their 
families. UK squaddies lived within the 
fence too, put up in military tents in all 
weathers; their dwellings were a far cry 
even from the basic homes provided for 
their American counterparts – as some 
Greenham women pointed out to soldiers 
through the fence.

Depending which road she had come 
in on, or the bent of her temperament, a 
woman might drift into conversation at the 
camp she was nearest to, settling there, at 
least for now, in a spirit of easy sisterhood. 
Or she might decide to wander the 
perimeter of the RAF base. At every military 
gate, different camps named after colours 
of the rainbow had sprung up, each with a 
different character. The new arrival might 
stay and hope to find her kind at one, share 
her time between several, or even set up a 
new one of her own.

Out of the Darkness
by Kate Kerrow & Rebecca Mordan

HB • The History Press • £20.00
ISBN 9780750995177

Published 2nd September

I n September 1981, a group of 
women, inspired by the Suffragettes, 
walked 110 miles to Greenham 

Common in Berkshire to protest about 
the ballistic missiles held there. It was 
the beginning of a remarkable movement 
of female public protest which would 
endure for 20 years. Now, 40 years 
on from that first march, Kate Kerrow 
and Rebecca Mordan reveal the inside 
story of Greenham Common Peace 
Camp, drawing on a unique collection 
of interviews, interwoven with the key 
elements that shaped the movement.

For two decades, the women of the camp 
experimented with new ways of living, and 
of organising and effecting change. Mrs 
Thatcher may have dismissed the camp as 
an ‘eccentricity’, but during the Embrace 
the Base campaign, 30,000 women were 
mobilised to encircle the base in a peaceful 
protest. Out of the Darkness gives voice 
to the women of Greenham Common, 
and tells their stories for the first time. 
It’s a celebration of the liberating and 
transformative power of a protest led by 
women, which has a deep resonance for 
the young environmental activists of today.

This extract looks at how a woman might 
arrive at the camp:

A woman arriving at camp for the first 
time might be subject to a wide variety 
of first impressions. It might be a winter 
Saturday morning, with thousands of 
women pouring off buses, climbing out of 
cars, walking up from the station, singing. 
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be something to be thankful for. Every day, 
there is something positive and good. Most 
of the time it’s not obvious. You have to 
look and often, you have to look hard. You 
tap to tap into gratitude.

Gratitude involves being aware of and 
acknowledging the positive things in your 
life right now. Even if you get to the end of 
the day feeling that not much went right, 
gratitude helps you see life through a more 
positive lens. Just pausing to identify what 
you’re thankful for can have a positive 
impact; when you focus your attention 
on the positive things, events and people 
in your life each day, you encourage your 
own happiness and well being.
The smallest things can make the biggest 
difference. Gratitude happens best when 
you make an effort to acknowledge 
the things that often go unnoticed or 
unappreciated. It helps create a more 
balanced perspective.

At the end of each day, identify and 
reflect on three positive things that 
happened in your day. It needs only to 
be the small things - it could simply be 
that you had something delicious to eat, 
that the sun shone, or that you received 
a supportive message from someone. 

“Every day, there is 
something positive  

and good.”

Moments of Comfort
by Gill Hasson

HB • Capstone • £11.99
ISBN 9780857089205

Published 28th October

Whatever your age, sometimes 
we need support and guidance 
in life, and a reminder of how 
good it can be. These two new 
books from Capstone offer 
advice and encouragement, for 
adults and for tweenagers.

The Good 
Life

W e’ve all heard of moving out of 
our comfort zone, but sometimes 
it’s more difficult to move into 

it. Life can be hard, negative thoughts and 
feelings can be overwhelming, and comfort 
seems a long way off. If you’ve had a 
challenging day or a long week, you need 
to switch off and make time for yourself. 
And if you’re unwell or suffering a loss, it’s 
easy to forget the small good things in life 
which can strengthen you, and inspire you 
with hope. In Moments of Comfort, Gill 
Hasson offers the warmth, reassurance, 
hope and optimism to help you through the 
darkest times.

There are so many things that can bring 
comfort and joy, and this book explains 
what they are, and how and why they can 
provide you with peace, encouragement 
and connection. Offering you a new 
perspective on life, as well as ideas and 
practical advice that will help give you 
the strength to keep going, Moments 
of Comfort will enable you to find your 
comfort zone!

This extract encourages you to discover 
everyday positive things:

Finding The Good in Each Day

“Be thankful for what you have and you 
will end up with more.” Oprah Winfrey

When life feels like it’s weighing you down, 
it can feel like everything is wrong, bad 
or hopeless; there’s nothing positive. But 
even during the worst of times, there can 

Maybe you enjoyed the sound of the 
rain on your windows this evening. 
It could be that you managed to fix 
something; a cupboard door or undo a 
knot in a shoelace. Maybe you dropped 
your phone, thought the screen had 
smashed but then realised it hadn’t.

Writing in the Guardian in November 
2020, journalist Kathryn Bromwich 
described how starting six years previously, 
she’d been writing down three good things 
that happened in her day, every day. “It 
doesn’t matter how big or small they are. It 
could be having pastries in bed. Spotting 
a fox in the garden. Successfully descaling 
a kettle… I have found it vital... to focus 
on the things that have gone right. Left 
unattended, my thoughts have a tendency 
to slip into a downward spiral.”

Even if you have a bad day, at the end 
of the day, like Kathryn, find three good 
things that happened. You could write 
them down in a notebook, or you may 
simply reflect on what those things 
are, while you are brushing your teeth. 
Appreciate just knowing that you had 
good in your day so that, whatever else 
happened, whatever difficulties you 
experienced, you know that there was 
some positivity there.

Just make an effort for a couple of weeks 
to identify the good things – the small joys 
– in your day. After a while, identifying 
and reflecting on the small pleasures will 
become a habit. A comforting, joyful habit.
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So we chose – ahem – crisps.

We all love crisps don’t we? Crisps are 
great, possibly one of the best snacks 
ever invented. In fact, they may well be 
one of the best inventions ever invented. 
This got us thinking about who invented 
‘inventions’, which led us to agree that the 
best thing since sliced bread is, in actual 

fact, sliced potato. The invention 
of crisps is right up there with 

fire, games consoles and 
spaghetti hoops.

Crisps are so yummy and yet so 
versatile. You can have them on 

their own, in a sandwich, dipped 
in salsa, floating in your coke or sprinkled 
on other crisps. We know crisps 
aren’t healthy but we’re starting 
with them because we all know 
there’s one thing about crisps that 
blows minds everyday all across 
the world. We all know there’s one 
thing about this delicious fried potato 
snack that creates excitement like no other 
potato-based food.

That’s right young ladies and gents, the 
moment that you reach into a bag of 
crisps and pull from it a crisp the size of 

Brill Kid - The Big Number 2:
Awesomeness - The Next Level

by Andy Cope,  
Gavin Oattes &  

Will Hussey
PB • Capstone • £10.99

ISBN 9780857088918
Published 14th October

Age range: 7+

“A crisp the size of your 
face is truly one of life’s 

epic moments.”

I n Diary of A Brilliant Kid Andy Cope, 
Gavin Oattes and Will Hussey revealed 
how life as a tweenager can be 

awesome, if you know how to navigate 
through its ups and downs. In this sequel, 
they will take you to the next level of 
awesomeness – raising the bar from mental 
health to mental wealth and enabling you 
to flourish in a world that often wants to 
knock you sideways.

Brill Kid 2 will teach you how to develop 
mental habits that will set you up for a 
lifetime of happiness and wellbeing. It 
tells you how to shine when the world’s 
dull, and teaches you how to be your best 
self at the worst times. There is plenty 
of advice about self-care, kindness and 
confidence, along with facts, diagrams, 
stories, activities and quotes, all served up 
with a healthy dose of humour.

This extract from the introduction 
considers the joy of crisps:

We wanted to start the book by talking 
about something really important. But 
where do we start because life is really 
important, every day is really important 
and YOU are really important. Most books 
of this kind will start with topics such 
as ‘confidence’ or the ‘human brain’ or 
‘anxiety’ or by telling you it’s ‘okay to 
not be okay’. Of course, all of these are 
perfectly reasonable ways to start a book. 
But if you were wanting to raise the bar on 
‘book openers’ you’d have to come up with 
a theme that no other books in the history 
of books have ever started with.

your face. Yup, we don’t need to tell you 
how magical this moment is. A crisp the 
size of your face is truly one of life’s epic 
moments. So much so that we instantly 
turn to every other person in the room and 
show it off. Or we take pictures and send it 
to our friends as if we’ve won the lottery.

It’s probably fair to say there are not 
many things in life to rival this level of 
enthusiasm. Birthdays? Maybe. But the 
thing about birthdays is they’re predictable. 
All you’ve got to do it survive for another 
365 days and your birthday will roll around 
again. Same day every year. I mean, how 
dull is that?

But pulling a ginormous crisp from a 
bag… it’s so random. You just  

never know. Which makes it 
super-exciting.

And that’s what this book is all 
about. Reaching into Brill Kid 

(the ‘Big Number 2’, still funny, see!) 
and pulling from it something that gets 

you so excited it might just set your soul 
on fire. You might not pull from it what 
you were looking for or what you were 
expecting. And that’s the exact point. 
It’s all about reaching in, headfirst, feet 
off the ground and grabbing whatever’s 
in here with two hands. Embracing the 
randomness. Making the best of whatever 
you pull from this crisp packet of a book.

KIDS
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How did you decide which parties to 
feature in the book?
There were a few people who wanted to 
make the book, but I was happy with the 
way DK wanted to approach it. It’s not the 
best Listening Parties, because they’re all 
the best! But it’s an introduction with some 
key people. For example, Orange Juice – 
I’ve known Edwyn Collins for a long time, 
and that album, You Can’t Hide Your Love 
Forever means a lot to me, so that was a 
definite. Fontaines DC’s Dogrel – they’re 
a big band and they’re current. I think it’s 
important to represent new bands. Lots 
of people at magazines stopped working 
during the lockdown, people were just 
not reviewing or doing articles. So the 
Listening Parties became a place where 
new artists could put out their album to 
over 200,000 people. Others included in the 
book are Culture Club, John Grant, Rufus 
Wainwright, Theophilus London, David 
Bowie, Nadine Shah, Throwing Muses, 
Chastity Belt, Joan As Policewoman, The 
Cult, and Paul McCartney.

Was Paul McCartney your favourite?
No, but it was amazing. It was a massive 
amount of work, and I had a lot of help. I’d 
asked him about six weeks before if he’d 
like to do it, but when it came off, and when 
the Paul McCartney thumb went up, on 
Twitter in front of his millions of fans, that 
was a real moment!

“When the Paul 
McCartney thumb  

went up, that was a 
real moment!”

During lockdown, Tim Burgess 
began hosting Listening 
Parties on Twitter. Everyone 
would listen together to the 
same album, with the bands 
and artists offering their 
memories and photos. The Listening 
Party collects tweets, photos and 
experiences of 100 brilliant Parties in 
a beautiful book. We interviewed Tim 
to discover how it all came about.

The Listening Party
by Tim Burgess
HB • DK • £25.00
ISBN 9780241514894
Published 2nd September

Tellin’ 
Stories

How do you go about choosing the  
bands, artists and albums for the  
Listening Parties?
I’d been doing Listening Parties for The 
Charlatans and myself for about ten years. 
But, it was only with the lockdown that the 
idea for having other people come onto 
my platform happened. So, the first week, 
in March 2020, was Bonehead (of Oasis), 
Alex Kapranos (of Franz Ferdinand), Dave 
Rowntree (of Blur) and The Slow Readers 
Club. They are the kind of people I had 
easy access to, and who I knew would do 
it. Then, a week later I thought, ‘I’ve got to 
keep the standards up!’. I built a rock solid 
month of Listening Parties. But if people 
want to do a Listening Party, I’ll gladly have 
them. Anyone who has an audience, and is 
willing to participate and do a really good 
job of it.

Are there any artists or bands which you’d 
love to include in a future Listening Party?
Of course! Peter Gabriel, Kate Bush, 
Siouxsie Sioux, Debbie Harry. It’s endless, 
because there are so many amazing artists 
who’ve probably never even heard of it. 
I don’t crave it, thought, they’re just wish 
lists. Blondie’s Parallel Lines would be a 
dream, because it meant so much to me as 
a kid.

Do you think it’s become an  
online community?
I think the Listening Parties were really 
amplified, you could really feel it, 
during the second lockdown, when 
the nights were longer and we were 
getting into winter. People had their 
headphones on, listening to the albums 
and reading the tweets. You were alone, 
but together in a community, sharing 
positive messages, it was quite unique.

Do you have a favourite Listening Party?
There’s been favourites all through – 
Bonehead did three in the early days 
of the Listening Party. He did Definitely 
Maybe and What’s the Story Morning 
Glory. Liam Gallagher was going to join 
in, but I think he got drunk or something 
and forgot about it! He promised to be 
there on the next one… and he didn’t 
show up for that one either. But then it was 
amazing because then Liam asked if he 
could do his album, and Bonehead helped 
with that. I really enjoyed The Libertines, 
Midlake, Camera Obscura, The Stokes, 
Pixies, and Run The Jewels. Roisin Murphy 
is possibly my favourite, because it’s so 
much fun listening to her records while 
she’s tweeting, and her photographs are 
brilliant. New Order – one of my favourite 
bands, and Stephen Morris has been 
very generous with the photos. Julia 
Holter is on the back of the book, because 
her album Have You In My Wilderness 
is one of my favourites of all time.

Do you think that the Listening Parties 
show that there is still an appetite for 
albums, in the age of downloads and 
streaming single songs?
It was definitely a key thing. There’s a lot of 
artistry which goes into creating an album 
– track four is always a big one, and track 
seven. How you get from the beginning 
to the end of an album is important. How 
do you know that if you’re just randomly 
streaming songs? The idea of the album 
is a beautiful thing. It needs to not just be 
remembered as beautiful thing, it needs to 
be relevant as a beautiful thing.

With the return of live music, will you 
continue with the Listening Parties?
At first, we decided to do a Listening Party 
every night at ten o’clock. Then it very soon 
became three a night. And then four. And 
then there were a couple of festivals where 
there were ten a day! Then we made it just 
one a day again. But when we went back 
to three a day, and I was wiped out! For as 
long as it continues, no more than one a 
day is manageable and realistic.
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Beautiful News
by David McCandless
HB • William Collins • £25.00
ISBN 9780007448371
Published 30th September

The news we consume 
every day is often negative, 
but is it a true reflection 
of our world? In this new 
follow-up to Information is 
Beautiful and Knowledge 
is Beautiful, David 
McCandless’s innovative 
infographics show that 
news can be positive and 
beautiful too.

Pretty 
Accurate

I n the Information Age, we are 
constantly bombarded with data 
– on TV, in print and online. It’s 

hard to take in such a mind-numbing 
overload of information, and it’s easy 
to believe that the world is a bad 
place, as it is the negative stories 
which are reported most. In this 
new book, David McCandless uses 
his amazing infographics to simply 
and elegantly help us understand 
information too complex or abstract 
to grasp any way but visually. These 
displays, which blend facts with 
their connections, contexts and 
relationships, make news meaningful, 
entertaining and beautiful. And all the 
stories they represent are positive 
and uplifting.

“Unbelievably 
brilliant”

Vogue on Information  
is Beautiful
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F irst published in 1984, this book 
explains and assesses the ways in 
which micro, welfare and benefit-cost 

economists view the world of public policy. 
How do the theories of microeconomic 
concepts and models cross-over to 
policy implementation? Rhoads explores 
opportunity cost, marginalism, and 
economics incentives and explains why 
mainstream economists – even those on 
the left – still value free markets.

He critiques economics for its unbalanced 
emphasis on narrow self-interest as a 
controlling motive and route to happiness, 
highlighting philosophers and positive 
psychologists’ findings that happiness is far 
more dependent on friends and family than 
on income or wealth. He looks at recent 
developments, from the greater interest in 
redistributing income and the ascendancy 
of behaviourism, to the Trump presidency. A 
thought-provoking tour of the economist’s 
mind, and a must-read for our times, 
providing a clear, lively and non-technical 
insight into how economists think, and why 
they shouldn’t be ignored.

This extract is from the introduction:

If you decide to let me talk to you about 
economics, you will find that I have a lot of 
good things to say about markets. Praising 
markets sounds like something that 
conservatives do. But, in fact, almost all 
economists love markets. For example, the 
politics of Nobel laureate Joseph Stiglitz 
are well to the left of most economists. 
He favors many things Bernie Sanders 
and Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez favor. He 
thinks our current economic system is not 
“efficient, stable or fair”. But he refuses to 
join a democratic socialism movement; he 
prefers the term “progressive capitalism,” 
because it “emphasizes that markets 
with private enterprise are at the core of 
any successful economy”. Markets give 
information to the people who need it and 
will act on it without flooding “in-boxes”. 

And flood them they will if you try to run 
an economy without using a market. After 
all, without a market, how would we decide 
who should get the sawdust.

Sawdust? Yes, sawdust. In 2008 the 
price of milk was much higher than usual. 
An economist asked a dairy farmer, how 
come? The farmer said his inputs were 
much more expensive. For example, the 
price of sawdust had doubled within a 
year. He used sawdust to bed his cows 
more comfortably. They produced more 
milk when they were more often off their 
feet. The reason for the increase in the 
price of sawdust was the sharp downturn 
in the production of new housing. Since 
construction of new houses was down, 
there was less sawdust. So, imagine you are 
a politician or a planner trying to satisfy 
citizens complaining about the high price 
of milk. Suppose you decide that you could 
please these citizens by reducing the price 
of milk in school cafeterias. But another 
problem citizens were complaining about 
was homelessness and the high price of 
affordable housing. Would you realize that 
using more sawdust to produce milk would 
increase the price of housing? Probably 

not. But it would increase housing costs, 
because sawdust is also the principal 
component in particleboard, which is 
used widely in the building industry. It is 
cheaper than substitutes such as lumber 
and plywood. You probably wouldn’t know 
that. Many of your constituents also love 
gardening, and they would not be happy 
if the sawdust they use to make their 
mulch became more expensive because 
some of it was being siphoned off to 
help “higher-priority” users. Sawdust is 
also used in the production of charcoal 
briquettes and as part of a mix to make 
a lightweight material for dashboards. 
It would take a planner a lot of time to 
decide on the fair and efficient allocation 
of sawdust. No matter what he decided, 
many people would think his decision was 
unfair. Of course, no politician or planner 
would have time to worry about sawdust. 
If there were no entrepreneurs or markets, 
sawdust would probably be thrown away 
or used only for mulch; no one would 
know that the waste product had these 
other uses. Even if they eventually figured 
it out, how would they decide which usage 
was the most important and how much 
should go to it and how much for the 
second most important usage? The lowly 
sawdust example shows that there is a 
“dense interconnection” of different kinds 
of scarce resources. No planner could 
sort everything out efficiently. This is an 
important reason why we need markets. If 
doing something to reduce the high price 
of milk was so complicated, imagine if you 
had to plan for a whole economy.

Money In 
Mind
The Economist’s View of the World 
is a classic introduction to the 
economic way of thinking and 
its applications. In this 35th 
anniversary edition, author Steven 
E. Rhoads updates his work to 
account for recent political and 
economic developments.

“A superb tour  
of the economist's 

mind.”
N. Gregory Mankiw

The Economist’s  
View of the World

by Steven E. Rhoads
Cambridge University Press

HB • £20.00
ISBN 9781108845946

Published 21st October



@Booktimemag 35 

Are there parallels to be drawn between 
Ethel in Making Nice and your Aunt 
Munca, whose life you investigate 
in Kiss Myself Goodbye, in the way 
that they reinvent themselves?
What Ethel and my Aunt Munca have in 
common is not only that they never stop 
reinventing themselves but that their lies 
are so blithe and reckless. At the start 
of her life, Munca was stuck in a series 
of desperate situations, but as she went 
along, she developed an insatiable taste 
for making stuff up, regardless of how 
many people might know the truth or 
how much damage she was doing. She 
came, I think, to regard bigamy not as a 
panicky expedient to get her out of a tight 
spot but rather as a dangerous sport, like 
tombstoning or skydiving.

At the end of Making Nice Dickie says that 
he’s not an Unreliable Narrator, but an 
Unpleasant Narrator. Do you think that, to 
some extent, we’re all unreliable narrators 
of our own lives?
Yes, we’re all hopelessly unreliable when 
talking about Number One, even those 
autobiographers who are proud of being 
hard on themselves. The self-scorching 
Confessions of Jean-Jacques Rousseau are 
no more to be trusted than the complacent 
reflections of retired prime ministers. That’s 
what makes life-stories so enjoyable for 
the reader, who can usually spot where the 
writer is being disingenuous.

In Making Nice you refer to the impact of 
Facebook and Twitter on politics. Do you 
think social media has changed the political 
landscape in recent years?
Social media drives today’s politicians to 
tweet their reactions every five minutes for 
fear of being left out, long before they have 
properly decided what they really think 
about the subject, if anything. These tweets 
are then forgotten by everyone five minutes 
later. In the old days, we often admired 
sombre and silent statesmen who chewed 
long and hard before they gave public 
utterance. Now our minds are clogged with 
the pitter-patter of butterfly minds.

Which other authors have inspired you in 
your writing?
I love women writers from the colder parts 
of North America – Alice Munro, Annie 
Proulx, Anne Tyler, and most recently Mary 
Lawson. They manage to be both merciless 
and warm in a way that few male novelists 
of our day have an inkling of. I also have an 
abiding fondness for the great Edwardians 
– Thomas Hardy, George Gissing, Arnold 
Bennett, H.G. Wells. They have about them 
a grim gaiety which I don’t think has been 
equalled since.

“We’re all hopelessly 
unreliable when talking 

about Number One”

This autumn, author 
Ferdinand Mount’s 
acclaimed work about 
his mysterious Aunt 
Munca, Kiss Myself 
Goodbye, is out in 
paperback. He’s also 
publishing a funny and 
incisive political satire, 
Making Nice, set in the 
world of spin doctors. 
We interviewed him 
to discover more about 
both of these books.

Nice Work

Kiss Myself Goodbye
by Ferdinand Mount
PB • Bloomsbury Continuum • £10.99
ISBN 9781472991980
Published 30th September

Aunt Munca was a woman of mystery 
throughout her nephew Ferdinand 

Mount’s childhood. Half a century later, 
he sets off on a quest to discover the truth 
about her life, a journey which will take him 
through a sea of deception, from the back 
streets of Victorian Sheffield to the highest 
of English society between the wars.

Making Nice
by Ferdinand Mount
HB • Bloomsbury Continuum • £16.99
ISBN 9781472992871
Published 30th September

When journalist Dickie Pentecost is 
made redundant from his job at 

a national newspaper, he finds himself 
working for Ethel (short of Ethelbert), the 
dynamic founder of PR company Making 
Nice. Ethel seems to be everywhere and 
know everything, but can Dickie trust him?

You write both fiction and non-fiction – 
how do you approach these different forms 
of writing?
When you’re writing fiction, the theory is 
that your fancy will lead you into strange 
and unplotted paths, while if you’re writing 
non-fiction, you’ll have the route to your 
final destination all mapped out. But quite 
often it’s the other way round: you find 
the novel taking you to a denouement 
which you always had somewhere at the 
back of your mind, while in a historical or 
political essay, exploring the evidence in 
depth may propel you into a surprising 
sympathy with a great figure you thought 
you loathed, or a sharp revulsion against 
a former hero. See how many biographers 
turn against their subject in the course 
of their researches. I never knew how 
much I liked Mary Wollstonecraft or how 
little I liked Winston Churchill until I had 
spent months delving into their lives. 
Either way, predictability is death.

Did you draw on your own experiences as a 
journalist and as a political advisor to write 
Making Nice?
I’ve known plenty of journos and spads 
over 40-odd years, and a rum bunch they 
mostly were, so inevitably traces of their 
escapades surface in Making Nice. But 
quite a few of the characters there are fond 
echoes of in the book never went near the 
political scene.
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‘I’ve only been in Vienna… a short time.’
‘They’ll burn bright again one day. We 

all will.’
He smiled at her with dull eyes. His 

politeness seemed hard won, as though 
from a battle he was fighting with 
exhaustion. He sat on the bed.

‘I don’t want you to do anything that 
doesn’t feel right,’ he said, lifting his head 
as though it were a weight. ‘You’ll tell me if 
you don’t want to. Do you promise?’

He was older than the students who had 
visited, but younger than the grey-haired 
ones who came hoping to regain some  
lost excitement.

‘Will you take your clothes off?’ he said. 
‘And put on these?’ He handed her some 
stockings and underwear he had taken 
from a leather bag. ‘And then this dress?’

He didn’t watch as she took off her 
clothes, though she would have liked 
him to. The dress was good quality, but 
not a new one; it was a foreign style, she 
thought, French perhaps, a few years old. 
It fitted her quite well. She smiled at him as 
she smoothed it down over her hips.
She pushed back her hair. ‘Now what?’

A sweeping love story set in 
Europe between the wars, 
Sebastian Faulks’s new novel 
Snow Country follows two 
characters from different worlds 
as they find each other at the 
Schloss Seeblick in Austria.

Cold 
Cases

Snow Country
by Sebastian Faulks

Hutchinson Heinemann
HB • £20.00

ISBN 9781786330185
Published 2nd September

A nton isn’t sure what he wants to 
do with his life when he arrives in 
Vienna aged nineteen in 1906 to 

study philosophy. But he soon settles into a 
career in journalism, travelling to Panama 
and to Paris. He also falls in love with 
Delphine, a young French music teacher, 
but then the First World War begins and 
their two countries are on opposite sides. 
Years later, in 1933, he’s asked to write 
an article about the mysterious Schloss 
Seeblick, which treats the mentally ill.

Lena grows up in a small town in 
Austria, with her single mother Carina. 
When she meets a young lawyer and 
revolutionary, Rudolf, she moves to Vienna 
in hope of a new life. But her initial joy 
at city life soon turns to heartbreak and 
disappointment, and instead she goes to 
work as a maid at the Schloss Seeblick. 
There, she recognises a visitor to the 
Schloss as someone she met in Vienna. 
But does he remember her? A sequel to 
the bestselling Human Traces, which can 
also be read as a standalone novel, Snow 
Country is a moving story which explores 
hope, love and the human psyche.

In this extract, Lena finds herself alone  
in Vienna:

Lena felt she must try to find another 
Rudolf. She could not manage in this 
city, not in the desert in which she found 
herself, and certainly not on her own. 
There must be a man who, rather than 
hurry down the stairs when it was done, 
would stay in her room. A man whose love 
did not depend on his absence.

This aching for help existed alongside a 
conviction that she had by her impetuosity 
already lost Rudolf, the one who was 

“Wistful, yearning 
and wise”
Elizabeth Day

meant to be her saviour.
At night, emboldened 

by the wine she drank in 
her room, she went into 
bars where there were 
singers and where men 
and women disappeared 
into back rooms. A 
young German offered 
her powder to sniff from 
a tabletop. She took him 
back to her own lodging, 
where she did as he 
instructed, stopping 
short of making love to 
him. He seemed pleased 
enough, and left some 

money. A friend of his, given her address, 
came and knocked on her door a few days 
later. She became known in a small circle 
as someone who was discreet and pleasant 
to be with, unlike the grasping line girls.

When she knew someone was coming, 
she washed and put on clean clothes. She 
prepared the room by placing candles 
at intervals around it and turning off the 
electric light. This made it seem romantic, 
she thought, and it helped 
preserve what modesty she 
had left, a diffidence about 
being seen.

One night she opened 
the door to a man with 
a thick moustache. He 
had clearly been drinking 
but was being careful to 
control himself. From 
the start, there was 
something in his manner 
that Lena warmed to. He 
had brought flowers and 
an envelope with money 
that he put on the chest of 
drawers before he took off 
his coat. He chatted about 
the effects of the war, the 
inflation that had taken 
hold in Austria but which 
now seemed to be over.

‘The street lights are 
dim, though,’ he said, 
taking off his jacket. He 
was wheezing a little 
from his climb to the top 
floor.‘Are they?’

‘They’re still saving coal. 
They used to be brighter 
before the war.’

“Faulks’s most  
poignant love story yet”

Antony Beevor

Sebastian Faulks will be on tour from September 2021 
– for tickets visit www.sebastianfaulks.com
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I think the word ‘art’ here is a bit of a red 
herring. I had thought of writing the book 
not using it at all (except in the title, where 
it is rather indispensable), and in fact it 
occurs not very often in my own text — I 
prefer the word ‘images’. Once you get 
away from a specialised idea of ‘art’, then 
the answer to that question has to be ‘yes’ 
— there are plenty of examples of stone 
age tools that were made with much more 
care and attention than is necessary for 
their function, and that idea of putting such 
care - love even - into an object, and being 
proud of the products of our own hands, 
however imperfect they might be, runs 
throughout all human civilisations.

You also write about how art formed a 
connection between humans and the 
natural world. Do you think this is still an 
important function of art?
Yes, but not in the sense of gaining 
knowledge of the natural world through 
reproducing it in images, as was the case 
for centuries, more as a matter of an 
encompassing experience of nature — of 
the natural world and of human nature.

Do you think that art can sometimes tell us 
more about a culture or a time period than 
written history?
The further you go back, the more this is 
true — the history of the Roman and Greek 

world is to a large extent the history of the 
art they made. At the same time it is wrong 
to see works of art as direct windows onto 
the past, like illustrations of history. Every 
work of art is a point of view, which we can 
learn to read and interpret.

Do you think that there are some  
periods of art history which have been 
largely forgotten?
There is so much to discover, and to 
rediscover. Certainly the contribution made 
by women to art throughout history has 
been previously overlooked, and is now 
one of the most exciting and burgeoning 
areas of research and exhibitions. There 
have also been many extraordinary 
discoveries in the field of prehistoric art, 
which were not always easy to keep pace 
with during the writing of Creation.

What do you see as the future of art, in the 
digital age?
I strongly believe that living in a digital 
world has made us value even more 
the real experience of art. The art of our 
own time is now ubiquitous in a way 
unparalleled in history — perhaps only in 
the Hellenistic world was art so much a part 
of life. It is in this way that understanding 
the history of art, from a contemporary 
perspective, seems to me so important, and 
the reason that I have written this book.

Picturing 
the Past
Creation is a comprehensive, fully 
illustrated world history of art, 
from the earliest civilizations to 
the present day. We interviewed 
the author, art historian John-
Paul Stonard, to discover more.

“Every work of art is  
a point of view,”

Creation
by John-Paul Stonard

HB • Bloomsbury Circus • £30.00
ISBN 9781408879689

Publishing 14th October

How long did it take you to write the book, 
and how did you go about organising it into 
the different chapters?
It took the best part of four years to write 
Creation, from 2016 to early 2020. One of 
the first acts was to come up with a list of 
twenty-eight chapter titles, which remained 
largely the same, with a few exceptions (see 
below) throughout the writing. This gave a 
structure to work within — it was a little like 
drawing a map, before filling in the territory. 
The book was written chronologically.

Did the pandemic affect your writing of  
the book in any way?
Very fortunately I had completed the 
research trips for the book by the time of 
the first lockdown. One of the last long 
trips was to Shanghai in December 2019. I 
then managed to visit Ghent and Bruges in 
February the following year, to see the great 
altarpiece by Jan and Hubert van Eyck, The 
Adoration of the Lamb. The final chapter of 
the book, about the art of the past twenty-
five years, was originally titled ‘Non-stop 
World’, and was going to be about the 
vertiginous, global world of contemporary 
art. Of course the world did stop, so instead 
I wrote something quite nostalgic about 
the art of our own time — the art that has 
formed me. I changed the chapter title, 
making it simple an ‘Epilogue’.

At the beginning of the book, you 
write about how early humans in 
different places in the world began to 
be artistically creative at the same time. 
Do you think the impulse to create art 
is embedded in the human psyche?
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Do you have a favourite place from the 
book where you’d like to go, if there was  
an afterlife?
I think, with this kind of book, it’s a travel 
guide to as many different beliefs as 
possible. The whole point of calling it The 
Devil’s Atlas was to think of what figure 
could travel between afterlife and afterlife. I 
don’t think it would be an angel, it would a 
devil, because that’s always the figure you 
find in so many beliefs, the personification 
of evil. Even if it was a particular hell, it 
would still be worth visiting briefly. I’d like 
to visit Xibalba of the Maya, just to see this 
parliament that you eventually reach. You’re 
told you have to pay your respects to the 
Lords of Death, but you’re not told which 
ones of the seated people they are, because 
you realise that the entire auditorium is 
full of stuffed, straw dummies. And when 
you’re exhausted from trying to find the 
right people, you find a bench to sit on 
which is actually a cooking plate and you 
scald your backside. I love the idea that 
there’s this sick practical joke going on. 
I’d maybe not like to spend an eternity 
there, but to go there for a day, and bring a 
packed lunch, would be fun!

Do you think that the people who  
created the artworks believed in these 
places themselves?
People have taken scant original references, 
maybe a couple of Biblical quotes, and then 
made these extraordinary interpretations of 
them. Because that’s really what the book is 
about, how people have taken an idea and 
run with it. It’s interesting to see the range 
of people who have used original source 
reference for their own gain. Or, perhaps, 
through more modern dogma, have had to 
go back, take a reference and try and make 
it fit with modern rules of being, maybe to 
make it less bleak and harsh.

What’s it like working as a ‘Elf’ for the 
BBCTV series QI?
It’s a lot of fun. I was offered that job 
after my first book came out, Fox Tossing, 
Octopus Wrestling & Other Forgotten 
Sports, which again is about how our 
ancestors have had fun and used their 
imagination. That was very much in 
the spirit of QI. The philosophy of the 
programme, which is why I love it so much, 
is that everything is interesting, you just 
have to look at it in the right way, and 
find the right story. I can’t think of a better 

programme to 
make history 
and science so 
accessible, by 
using humour 
and pure, 
unadulterated 
curiosity. 
And that’s the 
philosophy 
that leads into 
my books.

The overall umbrella theme is the historical 
imagination. I find it the most entertaining 
way of spending a few hours, wandering 
around those parts of history, and those 
eras. Perhaps it comes from the privileged 
position of being a citizen of the instant 
information era, when everything feels 
discovered, and everything feels known 
– the chewing gum’s been chewed. It’s so 
much fun to travel back to a time where 
technically everything is possible because 
no one understands how anything is 
possible. Especially with places – we forget 
that until relatively recently, the map was 
dark, and most people never travelled 
further than beyond their horizon. So the 
imagination is always filling those gaps, 
with multiple realities and multiple worlds. 
And they’re infinitely more colourful than 
the rather drab scientific explanations.

Did the book build out of the artworks,  
or did you consider each theme and then 
put the artworks in?
It was a natural magnetic field, where they 
sort of formed themselves. If you’re doing 
a book about heaven and hell, ultimately 
it’s not really about heaven and hell, it’s 
about how we engage with the idea and 
attempt to describe something which we 
are told can’t be described. The attempts 
to understand and explain that paradox 
will sometimes be similar, because you’re 
hitting your head against that same brick 
wall. It’s quite a great and lovely discovery, 
learning how many similarities there 
are between global beliefs throughout 
time. It gives you a real sense of kinship 
and common ground, even though the 
descriptions of the destinations are quite 
different, as are the things you might 
undergo there.

The Devil’s Atlas
by Edward Brooke-Hitching
HB • Simon & Schuster • £25.00
ISBN 9781398503557
Published 14th October

The Devil’s Atlas is a 
sumptuous collection 
of artworks, depicting 
visions of heaven and 
hell. We interviewed 
the author Edward 
Brooke-Hitching on 
his travel guide to  
the afterlife.

The Art of 
the Afterlife

The book was ten years in the making – 
when you started collecting the artworks, 
did you conceive the book, or did the idea 
for the book come later?
It’s definitely something that grows and 
grows, it’s like when you drag a magnet 
through a lake, and suddenly you have 
all these other things which you never 
expected. It started with a map which I 
discovered in 2011 which dates from Paris, 
c1650. It has the kingdom of heaven at 
the top, and then the milling crowd of our 
plane, and then this sort of squidged bowl 
of sinners at the bottom, wondering how 
they got there. I grew up in a rare books 
shop, my dad was a rare books dealer, and 
they always had maps coming in, but I’d 
never seen one like that before. The point 
of it was to be pasted up in the streets of 
Paris to compel people to repent. Get your 
act together now, because if not, you’re not 
destined for the top half! How many times 
have we tried to map or paint or represent 
this thing which, if you ask most people, 
they don’t have an image of in their minds? 
I thought it was so interesting to look for the 
real specifics, the times when people have 
tried to measure heaven or hell.

Do you believe in the afterlife?
I think there’s something beautiful about 
the mystery. We’ve had very few reports 
from people who have been there and 
come back. So if you treat it like any other 
land, from that regard, I can’t wait to see it. 
I definitely don’t have any prefixed ideas, 
especially when you compare beliefs of 
cultures around the world and how they’ve 
developed, it is fascinating to see how 
many similarities there are. Not because 
of influences, but because that’s where our 
minds go and our logic goes, and perhaps it 
is where the truth lies as well. But I’m very 
happy to contend with the mystery for now.

You’ve written several books about maps, 
atlases and places – what is it about this 
that fascinates you?

 Map of Kingdom of Heaven 1650 
 © Edward Brooke-Hitching 
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A heartwarming 
picture book about 
friendship. Little 
Witchling lives alone 
in her mountain top 
and she wishes for 
a friend. So, when 
her spell-book tells 
her that the secret 
ingredient is the fur 
from a little girl’s 
favourite teddy, she 
knows what she 
must do. But the 
teddy belongs to 
Lilly, who can’t bear 
to part with him. 
Must Little Witchling 
give up on her 
dream, or is there a 
way for her and Lilly 
to make the wish 
come true together?

Join Rosie the 
little unicorn and 
her friends the 
fairies, elves and 
dragons as she 
searches for lots 
of sparking things 
in this magical 
story in a new 
series of Lights 
& Sounds books. 
When you press 
each book in this 
novelty book, the 
enchanting scenes 
are brought to 
life with twinkling 
lights and beautiful 
sounds, making 
it an immersive 
and interactive 
experience.

In 1664, 
horticulturalist and 
diarist John Evelyn 
wrote Sylva, the 
first comprehensive 
study of British 
trees, and the 
first book to be 
published by the 
Royal Society. Now 
authors Gabriel 
Hemery and Sarah 
Simblet take 
inspiration from 
that work and have 
masterfully created 
this contemporary 
version, a fabulous 
resource that 
describes all of the 
most important 
species of tree 
that populate 
our landscape.

A collection of literary 
essays in which 
Karen Lloyd explores 
abundance and loss 
in the natural world, 
relating stories of 
restoration, renewal 
and repair. She 
describes how those 
working on the front 
lines of conservation 
are challenging 
the inevitability of 
biodiversity loss, 
and navigates her 
own exploration of 
abundance in the 
Anthropocene. Her 
insightful and joyous 
narrative ranges 
from the Carpathian 
mountains and the 
Hungarian Steppe to 
Perthshire’s rivers.

A fascinating month-
by-month collection 
of facts, figures 
and explanations 
related to the 
weather, alongside 
details of famous 
meteorologists 
and their influence. 
Discover historical 
facts, amazing 
statistics and 
anecdotes that will 
keep you informed 
and entertained all 
year round. Ideal 
for nature loves and 
weather watchers, 
it’s a book that can 
be delved into deeply 
or casually browsed 
through, written 
by weather expert 
Storm Dunlop.

The New Sylva
by Gabriel Hemery & 
Sarah Simblet
Bloomsbury
HB • £30.00
ISBN 9781526640109
Published 28th 
October

Abundance: Nature  
in Recovery
by Karen Lloyd
Bloomsbury Wildlife
HB • £16.99
ISBN 9781472989086
Published 2nd 
September

Weather Almanac 
2022
by Storm Dunlop
Collins • HB • £9.99
ISBN 9780008469894
Published 30th 
September

Non-fiction

Books for Little Ones

The Witchling’s Wish
by Lu Fraser &  
Sarah Massini
Bloomsbury Children’s 
HB • £12.99
ISBN 9781408899953
Published 16th 
September
Age range: 0+

Lights & Sounds: 
Unicorns
by Sam Taplin
Usborne • HB • £12.99
ISBN 9781801310970
Published 2nd 
September
Age range: 0+

People have been singing at sea since they first set 
sail, and sea shanties still fascinate and entertain 
today. Composed and performed by sailors to 
ensure the rhythmic operation of hauling and 
heaving tasks aboard merchant vessels, the 
songs also boosted camaraderie, positivity and 
motivation in an often harsh and hard life at sea. 
This book features more than 50 of the best-loved 
ballads, along with their fascinating history.

The latest book in the popular Don’t Tickle 
series which combines a touchy-feely tale 
with a sound book. You’d better not tickle 
that polar bear, or he might just growl! 
Touch the adorable touchy-feely animals 
to hear their sounds. As well as the 
polar bear, there’s a walrus, a seal and a 
puffin, followed by a musical finale to get 
everyone dancing.

Sea Shanties
by Karen Dolby & Gabriella Nemeth
Michael O’Mara
HB • £9.99
ISBN 9781789293760
Published 16th September
Age range: 9+

Don’t Tickle the Polar Bear!
by Sam Taplin & Ana Martin Larranaga
Usborne • HB • £12.99
ISBN 9781474994682
Published 30th September
Age range: 0+
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Northern Lights
American Goddess
by L.M. Affrossman
Sparsile Books  
PB • £10.99
ISBN 9781916382596
Published 10th 
October
A thought-provoking 
novel looking 
at the nature of 
modern-day belief.

Embers
by Stephanie 
McDonald
Ringwood Publishing 
PB • £9.99
ISBN 9781901514995
Out Now
A novel which 
insightfully portrays 
modern relationships, 
love and family.

The Purified
by C.F. Peterson
Scotland Street Press 
PB • £9.99
ISBN 9781910895566
Published 30th 
September
The crime thriller 
sequel to Errant 
Blood, set in 
the Highlands 
of Scotland.

Look Where You Are 
Going Not Where 
You Have Been
by Steven J. Dines
Luna Press
PB • £9.99
ISBN 9781913387679
Published 21st 
September
A debut collection 
of dark, literary 
fantasy stories.

The Way of  
the Cuillin
by Roger Hubank
Rymour Books
PB • £10.99
ISBN 9780954070496
Out Now
A mountaineering 
novel set in 1938, 
from an award-
winning author.

The Wolf In  
The Woods
by Dan Brotzel
Sandstone Press
PB • £8.99
ISBN 9781913207625
Published 2nd 
September
A dark and funny 
contemporary 
novel about a 
marriage in crisis.

Case Study
by Graeme  
Macrae Burnet
Saraband
HB • £14.99
ISBN 9781913393199
Published 7th 
October
A playful high-
concept novel from 
the author of His 
Bloody Project.

Constitution Street
by Jemma Neville
404 Ink • PB • £9.99
ISBN 9781912489527
Published 7th 
October
An updated edition of 
real life stories from 
one street in Leith.

A Passion For 
Snowdrops
by George G. 
Brownlee
Whittles Publishing
PB • £10.99
ISBN 9781849954938
Published 29th 
October
Features more than 
100 varieties of 
snowdrop, as well as 
art and history.

The Eurasian Steppe
by Warwick Ball
Edinburgh University 
PB • £19.99
ISBN 9781474488068
Published 30th 
October
The story of the 
Eurasian steppe, from 
the legends of Gog 
and Magog to today.

The Hebridean 
Baker
by Coinneach 
MacLeod
Black & White 
Publishing
HB • £20.00
ISBN 9781785303487
Published 16th 
September
Recipes, photos 
and stories from 
TikTok star The 
Hebridean Baker.

Eat Bike Cook
by Kitty Pemberton-
Platt & Fi Buchanan
Kitchen Press 
PB • £10.00
ISBN 9781916316546
Out Now
A cookbook 
bringing together 
40 delicious recipes 
for female cyclists.

The Puffin Portal
by Vashti Hardy & 
Natalie Smilie
Barrington Stoke
PB • £6.99
ISBN 9781781129814
Published 2nd 
September
Age range: 8+
A dyslexia-friendly 
companion novel to 
The Griffin Gate.

An Amazing 
Illustrated Atlas  
of Scotland
by David MacPhail & 
Anders Frang
Floris Books
HB • £12.99
ISBN 9781782507482
Published 14th 
October
Age range: 6+
An entertaining and 
informative children’s 
atlas of Scotland.

The Sword of Light
by Caroline Logan
Cranachan
PB • £8.99
ISBN 9781911279877
Published 7th 
October
Age range: 13+
The third book in the 
Four Treasures series 
of YA fantasy.
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The Worst Sleepover 
In The World
by Sophie Dahl & 
Luciano Lozano
Walker Books
HB • £12.99
ISBN 9781406384413
Published 7th October
Age range: 4+

A Night to 
Remember
Sleepovers are supposed to be such 
fun, but in this new picture book by 
Sophie Dahl, bestselling author of 
Madame Badobedah, Ramona discovers 
that they can be a nightmare!

R amona loves the idea of a sleepover, so she invites her best 
friend Gracie to stay the night at her house. It’s Ramona’s 
first ever sleepover and she wants to make a den, read 

stories, dance like a wild thing, stay up all night have a midnight 
feast. It’ll be the best sleepover in history! But nothing quite goes to 
plan. Will Gracie, Ramona and her little sister Ruby be able to solve 
their problems and still be friends in the morning? This playful story 
explores the complications of first friendships, with funny text by 
Sophie Dahl and vibrant illustrations by Luciano Lozano.

“A wry, relatable look 
at the dynamics of 
first friendships”

The Bookseller

KIDS
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From the 
bestselling 
team behind 
The Dinosaur 
Department Store, 
this is a charming 
picture book 
about overcoming 
fears, discovering 
your talent, and 
the power of 
friendship. Eliza 
Jane lives in a town 
where dinosaurs 
and humans live 
happily side-
by-side. Every 
dinosaur has a job 
to do, apart from 
one shy dino called 
Parry. Eliza Jane 
is determined to 
help Parry find 
his groove.

An interactive new 
picture book from 
the world-renowned 
artist Oliver Jeffers, 
with innovative 
transparent pages. A 
young girl lives in a 
haunted house, but 
she has never seen a 
ghost. Are they white 
with holes for eyes? 
Are they hard to see? 
Turn the transparent 
page to help her 
on an entertaining 
ghost hunt, from 
behind the sofa 
right up to the attic. 
With lots of friendly 
ghost surprises and 
incredible mixed 
media illustrations, 
it’s a unique and 
funny book.

A must for 
any young fan 
of prehistoric 
creatures, this 
will take you back 
in time to an age 
when dinosaurs 
roamed the earth! 
Press the ten 
buttons inside this 
bright and lively 
book to hear all 
kinds of different 
dinosaurs, from 
a roaring T-Rex 
to a squawking 
pterodactyl. The 
prehistoric world 
comes vividly to 
life with fun noises 
and charming 
illustrations.

A joyful tale about 
acceptance and 
belonging, from 
the creators of 
the internationally 
bestselling I’m 
Sticking With 
You! Much-loved 
characters Bear and 
Squirrel are back, 
and they’ve found 
the perfect rhythm 
for their friendship. 
Until Chicken turns 
up… How will Bear 
and Squirrel feel 
about accepting a 
new friend? Will they 
see that two can be 
good… but three 
can be BETTER? And 
that some things 
work out when we 
do them together?

Antoine de Saint-
Exupéry’s classic 
tale, adapted 
into a picture for 
the first time by 
award-winning 
poet Louise Greig, 
with illustrations 
by Sarah Massini. 
Meet the pilot 
stranded in the 
desert. Meet the 
Little Prince who 
tends his beautiful 
rose on a planet 
of his own. Follow 
him as he embarks 
on a strange and 
wonderful journey 
to puzzling new 
planets, and finally 
to Earth, where 
he discovers the 
nature of love.

A colourful board 
book of amazing 
animals for little 
ones to find! Can 
you see Mr Red 
Fox or Mrs Bear? 
Who is that hiding? 
Spot the animals 
as you read along 
together, and learn 
brilliant facts as 
well as shapes 
and colours. Every 
read is different 
with this brilliantly 
illustrated book, 
and you’ll be 
spotting something 
new each time!

A new board book 
in the Lift-the-
Flap Questions & 
Answers series, 
which answers 
young children’s 
questions about 
racism. This book 
gives both children 
and adults the 
language and 
sensitivity they 
need to talk about 
the topic. It gently 
explains what 
racism is, how in 
happens, why it is 
never acceptable, 
and what each and 
every one of us can 
do to eradicate it. 
With illustrations 
by Sandya Prabhat.

Celebrate Winnie-
the-Pooh’s 95th 
anniversary with 
this official prequel 
book to A.A. Milne’s 
classics. Jane Riordan 
takes us back to 
when it all began, 
when Winnie-the-
Pooh was first 
purchased for baby 
Christopher Robin. 
These brand new 
stories are decorated 
with illustrations 
created by Mark 
Burgess, illustrator 
of The Return to the 
Hundred Acre Wood, 
in the style of E.H. 
Shepard. The perfect 
opportunity to revisit 
our favourite friends.

The complete 
collection of all 
the stories from 
Kate Pankhurst’s 
bestselling 
Fantastically Great 
Women series, with 
a cover that folds 
out into a beautiful 
poster. No dream 
is too big if you 
believe in yourself, 
and these strong, 
ambitious and 
fantastically great 
women prove it. 
From determined 
scientists to brave 
explorers, to 
strong-minded 
activists and 
powerful leaders, 
these are just some 
of the extraordinary 
women who have 
changed the world.

That Dinosaur  
Has Talent!
by Lily Murray & 
Richard Merritt
Buster Books
PB • £6.99
ISBN 9781780557496
Published 2nd 
September
Age range: 2+

There’s A Ghost  
In This House
by Oliver Jeffers
HarperCollins 
Children’s • HB • £20
ISBN 9780008298357
Published 5th October
Age range: 3+

Dinosaur Sounds
by Sam Taplin & 
Federica Lossa
Usborne
HB • £12.99
ISBN 9781474976732
Published 2nd 
September
Age range: 3+

I’m Sticking  
With You Too
by Smriti Halls &  
Steve Small
Simon & Schuster 
Children’s • HB • £12.99
ISBN 9781471193194
Published 14th  
October
Age range: 3+

The Little Prince
by Antoine de Saint-
Exupéry, Louise Greig 
& Sarah Massini
Farshore • HB • £10.99
ISBN 9781405288125
Published 28th 
October
Age range: 3+

Hidden Animals
by Mia Cassany & 
Albert Corberó
HB • DK • £8.99
ISBN 9780241518359
Published 23rd 
September
Age range: 3+

What Is Racism?
by Katie Daynes & 
Jordan Akpojaro
Usborne • HB • £9.99
ISBN 9781474995795
Published 30th 
September
Age range: 4+

Winnie-the-Pooh: 
Once There Was  
A Bear
by Jane Riordan
Farshore • HB • £14.99
ISBN 9780755500734
Published 30th 
September
Age range: 5+

Fantastically Great 
Women: True 
Stories of Ambition, 
Adventure & Bravery
by Kate Pankhurst
Bloomsbury Children’s 
HB • £20.00
ISBN 9781526623607
Published 14th 
October
Age range: 5+
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Nick: I don’t know 
about that! I think it’s 
sometimes important 
to cower under the 
blankets and eat ice 
cream. What I do 
think is important 
though is for children 
to know that they 
can face their 
fears, if they want 

to, and that they can overcome more 
than they can possibly imagine.

Did you draw on any traditional folklore to 
create Locked Out Lily?
Emily: I think that one of the aspects 
that appealed to me when I first read 
Nick’s manuscript was that it was woven 
through with folklore, but it wasn’t 
saturated with it. We both share an 
interest in old houses, and the marks 
and objects used by previous inhabitants 
to protect them from harm. I loved the 
way that Nick used these in his story.
Nick: Absolutely. Alongside Home Alone, 
the other major inspiration for this book 
was the folk tale that is usually called The 
Pear Drum. It’s a deeply unsettling story 
about two siblings who behave increasingly 
badly in order to win a pear drum from 
a fey creature – eventually becoming 
so naughty that when they return home 
one day, their mother has been replaced 
by a woman with a tail and glass eyes, 
and they can only watch her through the 
window, out in the cold, exiled from their 
own lives. It’s one of those stories that has 
haunted me forever – it feels very slippery 
and uncertain, and even in that summary 
I’ve made it sound like a clearer moral 
tale than it actually is, because in most 
tellings there’s a real glee to the way the 
naughtiness is described, rather than an 
obvious condemnation.

Although the book is dark at times,  
it’s also very funny in places. Do you think  
that humour is a key element of any 
children’s book?
Emily: Personally, I’m a big fan of humour. 
Not just in books, but in life. It’s the grease 
that oils the wheels, and helps even in the 
direst of situations.
Nick: Thank you! I don’t know about any 
children’s book. I can think of books that 
I consider to be perfect that don’t have 
any humour at all. I don’t even know if it 
was particularly intentional, though it’s 
a nice thing to hear! But I guess I would 
say that I was certainly very conscious of 
the potential for the story to be very dark 
and gothic and I wanted to undercut that 
whenever possible. Lily’s story is also my 
love letter to children’s fiction: to gardens, 
talking animals, bravery, absurdity; to 
mythic violence and quiet emotion; to 
houses that grow to fill the world.

To Emily: Of all the characters in Locked 
Out Lily, which was your favourite to draw?
There’s no contest. I loved drawing the 
crow. It came at the end of a run of drawing 
birds (I was also working on A Song of 
Gladness by Michael Morpurgo and had 
just finished my own bird book Too Much 
Stuff, so I was completely in the ‘bird zone’. 
I’ve always wanted an excuse to draw a 
crow. They are such fantastic birds.

To Nick: Do the animal characters, of Crow, 
Mole, Mouse and Snake, represent different 
things, and if so what?
Probably? I have a tricky negotiation with 
my own mind when it comes to writing, 
because on the one hand I spend a long 
time on the story but on the other hand I try 
to leave elements of it to my unconscious, 
because I think the power of stories lies 
somewhere in that pool, and trying to fish 
them out can kill the truth of them. In the 
end, I suppose, I believe that the meaning 
of a story can only be contained in the story 
itself – if you could explain it exactly, then 
it wouldn’t need to be a story. I suspect 
that the animals are cleverness, kindness, 
courage and ruthlessness, on some level, 
but they’re also not; they’re also Crow and 
Mole and Mouse and Snake.

Lily must draw on her courage in order to 
defeat the Replacements. Do you think it’s 
important for children (and adults) to face 
their fears?
Emily: I’m no expert in child rearing, but 
I am a bit of a wimp, so I suppose facing 
your fear depends on what it is. If a fear is 
hampering your life, then it makes sense to 
face it, although maybe we all need a little 
fear too…

The 
Outsider
In this original story, Lily finds 
herself on the outside of her own 
life. Can she and four animal 
friends challenge the Replacements 
who are posing as her parents? We 
interview author Nick Lake and 
illustrator Emily Gravett to find 
out more about Locked Out Lily.

“A book of such wit 
and flair and delight.”

Katherine Rundell

Locked Out Lily
by Nick Lake &  
Emily Gravett
Simon & Schuster 
Children’s • HB • £12.99
ISBN 9781471194832
Published 30th 
September
Age range: 9+

Did you work together on Locked Out Lily, 
or separately?
Emily: We worked separately but did have 
a couple of opportunities to chat via email, 
although that was more about our shared 
love of old houses than the book!
I worked closely with the fantastic David 
McDougall who is creative director at Simon 
& Schuster (and brilliant).
Nick: As Emily says, it was two lanes really! 
I knew Emily was a genius, and I’d also 
worked before (with my publisher hat on) 
with the brilliant David McDougall, the art 
director at Simon & Schuster – so I very 
much just handed the text to them and 
they created the thing of beauty that is the 
final book. Seeing the artwork in place in 
the layouts was truly the most amazing 
experience of my writing career.

To Nick: You have written many YA novels, 
but this is your first middle grade book. Why 
did you decide to write for younger readers?
That’s an interestingly phrased question. 
I’m not sure I did decide! I had always, 
always wanted to write something 
compact in both timescale and space, yet 
somehow containing epic dimensions. 
I’ve had a lifelong fascination with magic, 
and specifically with the old alchemical 
idea of the echo between microcosm and 
macrocosm, the idea that ‘as above, so 
below’ – perhaps because a book, itself, is 
a small object that contains a world, and 
books have always fascinated me. Except 
I could never think of a way to do it – to 
squeeze a huge arc into a little story. But 
then I re-watched Home Alone, with my 
children, which so remarkably squashes a 
vast castle-siege story and coming-of-age 
narrative into a house in suburbia. And I 
looked out of my window at the crows that 
nest in the tree there, and realised I could 
put mythical scale and magic into something 
that pulled Home Alone inside out and wired 
it to our folk tale past: into the story of a 
brave girl trying, over the course of a single 
night, with the help of some rather silly 
animals, to break into her own house.

KIDS
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Picture book superstar Rob 
Biddulph returns with his first 
illustrated novel, about an artistic 
girl who goes in search of her 
dad in a strange new world. We 
interviewed Rob to discover more.

Peanut Jones &  
The Illustrated City

by Rob Biddulph
HB • Macmillan Children’s • £12.99

ISBN 9781529040524
Published 2nd September

Age range: 9+

Drawing 
You In
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Peanut Jones & The Illustrated City is 
your debut novel. Did you approach it in a 
different way to your picture books?
Yes and no. I was initially quite daunted by 
the prospect of writing 50,000 words, so I 
figured the best thing to do was to break it 
down into manageable, bite-sized pieces. 
So first of all, I wrote some character 
profiles, motivations and a broad story 
arc.Then I took the arc and divided it into 
acts. And then finally I split those acts into 
chapters. Then, when I sat down to write it, I 
hada start and an end point for each chapter 
with a bullet-pointed list of everything that 
needed to happen in between. So, in a 
way, each chapter became a self-contained 
mini-story, not dissimilar to a picture book 
text. I’m quite an organised person,very 
process-driven, and I think that came in 
really handy.

Which came first, the story or the 
illustrations, or did you develop  
them together?
The story, definitely. When I’m writing 
a picture book it’s more of a symbiotic 
process, but for the novel I wrote the whole 
text before making a single illustration. 
Actually, I tell a lie. I might have worked out 
what Peanut herself was going to look like 
quite near the beginning, but that’s it. Oh, 
and I drew a map of the Illustrated City.

In the book, Peanut is creative and 
artistic but her friend Rockwell is 
more interested in maths and science. 
Do you think that arts and sciences 
can complement each other?

Without question. That’s one of the main 
themes of the book. For some reason, 
lots of people think that they’re mutually 
exclusive, but some of the most creative 
people in history were mathematicians and 
scientists. When making something brand 
new, be it a painting or a vaccine, a good 
imagination is absolutely essential. In fact, 
Einstein himself said “Imagination is more 
important than knowledge. For knowledge 
is limited, whereas imagination embraces 
the entire world, stimulating progress, 
giving birth to evolution.”

Peanut discovers a magic pencil, Little Tail, 
which enables her to make drawings that 
come to life. If you had had Little Tail, what 
would you draw?
Well, in the story Peanut does something 
really clever and draws a door. When 
she opens it she finds that it leads to an 
entirely illustrated city, so she ends up 
getting way more bang for her buck. Doors 
are such exciting things, and in many 
ways a book itself is a door – a little portal 
into another world, full of adventure and 
excitement. So, following that logic, a 
library is basically a room full of doors 
which is why they’re so awesome! All 
that being said, I’m not sure I’d have been 
smart enough to have had that idea if you’d 
handed me Little Tail. I’d have probably 
just drawn a jet-pack or something.

In her search for her missing father, Peanut 
makes her way into a different world, 
Chroma, which has many regions. What was 
your favourite region of Chroma?
Ooh, good question. I really like The Strip, 
which is essentially a region based on 
comic books. So whenever somebody says 
something, an actual physical voice bubble 
appears above their head with their words 
printed inside. The downside of this, of 
course, is that it would be pretty tricky to 
keep a secret!

Your #DrawWithRob videos during lockdown 
were phenomenally popular. Do you think 
everyone has the potential to be artistic?
Definitely. Art is all about expressing yourself. 
It doesn’t really matter what the finished 
piece looks like, it’s the process of creating 
that’s important. After all, there is no right 
answer with art. It’s not binary like maths. It’s 
subjective. Through #DrawWithRob, I have 
found that confidence plays a huge part in it 
too. When it comes to drawing, some people 
just need a bit of help to get started, but once 
they’re away just try and stop them!

The book is the first in a series – have you 
got the whole series planned out, or are you 
taking it one book at a time?
As I said earlier, I’m quite an organised 
person so I do have the entire trilogy planned 
out. There is a bit of room for manoeuvre 
here and there, but to be honest it’s pretty 
much locked in. I’m halfway through writing 
book two now and it’s all getting pretty 
exciting. Well, I think it is anyway! I just hope 
other people will agree with me.

“Fresh and original”
Fiona Noble, The Bookseller
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At the Hunting Lodge, the young huntlings 
are not allowed to talk about their pasts, 
and this leads them to keep secrets. Do 
you think that talking about history is 
important when you are looking towards 
the future?
Very much so, yes. At the Hunting 
Lodge, the blanket of silence over the 
huntlings’ clans and pasts is a misguided 
attempt to create unity through the 
removal of difference. In reality, I think 
acknowledgement of difference and 
building understanding through dialogue 
is a much stronger and more effective way 
of uniting people. Acknowledging history is 
crucial to this; so much can be learned from 
the mistakes of the past.

The oath of the Hunters begins the novel 
and is at the heart of it. What does it mean 
to you?
For me, the story sparked from Twelve 
and everything else unfolded from her. 
However, for my readers, I knew it would 
be the Pledge that introduced the world. I 
wanted it to set up the clans, the Hunting 
Lodge and the monsters, but I also hoped 
to give it an epic feel, one that would reflect 
the scope of the story and the enormous 
sacrifices a Hunter has to make. In short, I 
knew the Pledge had to work hard! I honed 
it intensively with my editor and I’m really 
proud of the final result.

Which books did you enjoy as a child, and 
which have inspired you in your writing?
I rarely reread books so the stories I 
remember best from childhood tend to be 
series. Harry Potter and His Dark Materials 
were huge favourites as were things like 
Nancy Drew, Sweet Valley High and the 
Jinny series. Standalones that I loved 
include Mrs Frisby and the Rats of NIMH 
and a survival adventure called Hatchet. As 
a writer, Jonathan Stroud’s Lockwood & Co 

series inspired me hugely. 
The pace, the tight plots 

in each book and arced 
across the series, the 
darkness off set with 
humour; they just 

work beautifully and I 
adore them!

Burning 
Bright

Fireborn is the first in a fantastical series 
about young warriors training to become 
Hunters. We interviewed author Aisling 
Fowler to discover her inspirations.

Fireborn: Twelve &  
The Frozen Forest
by Aisling Fowler
HarperCollins Children’s
HB • £12.99
ISBN 9780008394158
Published 30th September
Age range: 8+

Fireborn is your debut novel. Have you 
always wanted to be a writer?
I wrote a lot as a child and even sent a 
‘book’ (3 pages long) to a publisher when I 
was 11. Sadly, I lost the habit as a teenager 
and it wasn’t until my twenties, as a 
student nurse, that I returned to it. One of 
my classmates asked me to read a draft of 
her book and it was a lightbulb moment! I 
realised that I’d never stopped wanting to 
write but had stopped prioritising it. From 
then, I wrote on all my days off with the 
hope of being published one day.

There are a lot of strong female 
characters in the book, including the 
central character Twelve. Do you think 
it’s important for children’s books to 
feature strong female characters?
Absolutely – there is still pressure in our 
society for girls to people-please, to smile 
even when they don’t feel like it and to 
conform. I hope characters like Twelve, 
Victory and Silver can help challenge 
that. I think it’s hugely empowering to see 
female characters fighting for what they 
believe in, standing up for themselves and 
succeeding. I was a massive fan of Buffy 
the Vampire Slayer growing up and looking 
back, I’m sure it was because she embodied 
these qualities.

The world of Fireborn is ancient but also 
magical. Did you envision it as a historical 
version of our own world, or as a different 
world entirely?
I imagined it as a different world entirely. 
Although there are many recognisably 
Earth-like elements, the magic and 

monsters in Ember have fundamentally 
shaped the way people there live. I think 
that will become more obvious as the 
series progresses and we see more of  
the clans and the world beyond the  
Hunting Lodge.

Twelve’s anger is useful when she is 
fighting against enemies, but it also 
hinders her in making friends. Do you  
think that of anger as a positive or  
negative emotion?
I am fascinated by anger. I think it can be 
either positive or negative depending on 
how controlled it is. Uncontrolled anger can 
be destructive, frightening and incredibly 
damaging to relationships. But in the 
right circumstances, and when 
wielded with control, it is a call 
to action and can drive positive 
change in society. Twelve’s 
anger is both a weakness and 
a strength for her; learning to 
control it is central to her story.

Twelve often consults A Magical 
Bestiary to find out about the 
creatures she encounters. Have 
you written the whole of A 
Magical Bestiary?
Creating the monsters has been 
one of my favourite parts of 
writing Fireborn but I haven’t 
written the entire A Magical Bestiary yet, 
no. I think of it as a work in progress and 
I’m adding new creatures to it all the time. 
There are about 40 creatures in there so 
far, but I have a feeling there might still be 
more to discover…
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“Elegantly structured, 
endlessly exciting,” 

Jonathan Stroud
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to try out his wings and explore, to soar 
above the trees the way he’d seen the other 
crows do. His parents had told him to wait 
– because he wasn’t ready – but he just 
couldn’t wait any longer. And flying had 
been such a wonderful feeling, he told her, 
except he hadn’t expected the wind to be 
so fierce.

‘It was fighting me! It was twisting all my 
feathers!’ he said. ‘And that’s when I fell and 
landed in the puddle.’

Polly kept the crow with her all through 
the following 
fortnight, taking 
him wherever she 
went, apart from 
school, when 
he stayed in her 
bedroom. It wasn’t 
ideal, as Polly’s 
mother often 
said, because as 
his leg mended, 
the crow became 
more energetic 
and daring 
and, especially, 
inquisitive. Polly 

Wild 
Lives
In this debut fiction book from 
the much-loved author and 
illustrator Emma Chichester 
Clark, Polly Pecorino is a little 
girl with a big talent. She not 
only rescues animals, but can 
talk to them too!

“He’d wanted to 
try out his wings 

and explore”

Polly Pecorino
by Emma Chichester Clark
HB • Walker Books • £9.99

ISBN 9781406369076
Published 2nd September

Age range: 7+

P olly Pecorino has been rescuing 
animals ever since she was a toddler, 
when she saved a daddy-long-legs 

from her mother’s banana frappe. As she 
got older, she realised that she could talk 
to the animals she saved, an ability which 
only her parents and her Uncle Stan know 
about. She and her corvid companion Crow 
spend all their time at the Happy Days Zoo. 
Ever since the new owners Mr and Mrs 
Snell took over the zoo, the animals have 
not been so happy.

One day at the zoo 
Polly hears the 
voice of a bear cub. 
The Snells, who 
would do anything 
for money, have 
stolen the cub 
from the nearby 
Wild Bear Woods, 
hoping that it will 
make their fortune. 
But Polly knows 
that Booboo the 
bear cub wants 
to return to his 

parents in the woods. Will Polly be brave 
enough to take Booboo back to his home? 
And will the ferocious bears be happy to 
see her? Complemented with the author’s 
own illustrations, Polly Pecorino is a 
charming adventure story which celebrates 
kindness and respect for animals.

In this extract, Polly has rescued Crow from 
a puddle:

He’d been so frightened by what had 
happened to him that it wasn’t until later 
that evening he’d eventually spoken to 
her, and Polly gathered that he’d been 
flying alone for the first time. He’d wanted 

never knew what 
to expect when she 
came home. More 
than once she’d 
found the contents 
of her drawers 
and cupboards 
scattered all over 
the floor.

At the end of 
the two weeks, 
Polly took Crow 
to see her Uncle 
Stan, who was an 
expert on animals. 

First, Stan checked his leg, which he said 
was healing nicely, and then he gently 
stretched out one of Crow’s wings to have 
a look. ‘Well,’ he’s said. ‘They probably 
do need a bit more time to grow before 
he flies.’ He smoothed out the longest 
feathers. ‘They’ll soon be strong enough. 
He’s lucky he has you to look after him.’

Polly had known that when Crow’s leg 
was better and his wings were bigger, she 
would have to let him go. He was a wild 
creature and he would need to live in the 
wild world he came from.

When the time came to release him, 
they went to the top of a nearby hill so 
that he could see all around and choose a 
direction to fly in. Polly prepared herself to 
say goodbye and Crow eventually swooped 
away, unsteadily, towards the trees.

Moments later, he swooped back and 
landed on her head.

‘Aren’t you going?’ Polly had asked.
‘I’d prefer to say, if I may?’ he replied.
And so he stayed.

KIDS
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An insightful 
story for young 
children about the 
consequences of 
climate change, 
and what we 
can do to help. 
The Arctic ice is 
melting and the 
polar bears need 
our assistance. 
The bears come 
to Warmland to 
explain what’s 
really going wrong. 
Luckily, they find 
a group of lively, 
sparky kids who 
are ready to 
jump into action 
and draw up a 
brilliant plan!

A new book in the 
Magical Unicorn 
Society series, this 
is a collection of 
stories dedicated 
to the amazing 
mythical creatures 
that exist alongside 
unicorns. There are 
tales of fire-breathing 
dragons, phoenixes 
rising from the 
ashes, mysterious 
kraken, imps, sprites, 
werewolves and 
more, as well as the 
eight unicorn families 
and those who 
have encountered 
unicorns throughout 
history. Illustrated 
by Kristina Kister 
and Olga Beaumert.

Get ready to 
welcome the most 
extraordinary 
penguin into you 
own home! When 
the Stewards spend 
a sunny, frosty 
December day at 
London Zoo, they’re 
enchanted by one 
small penguin. Mrs 
Stewart insists, to 
the delight of young 
Imogen and Arthur, 
that the penguin 
‘must come and 
stay with them 
whenever he likes’. 
But none of them 
expects the penguin 
to turn up at the 
door that evening, 
with a rucksack 
labelled ‘Einstein’ 
on his back…

A magical medieval 
tale from Kate 
DiCamillo, who 
won the Newbery 
Medal, and illustrator 
Sophie Blackall, who 
won the Caldecott 
Medal. In a time of 
war, a mysterious 
child appears at 
the monastery 
of the Order of 
the Chronicles of 
Sorrowing. Brother 
Edik finds Beatryce 
curled in a stall, and 
nurses her to health. 
But he soon discovers 
she has a dangerous 
secret. And so 
Beatryce ventures out 
in search of the castle 
of a king who wishes 
her dead.

The brand new 
children’s novel from 
the bestselling David 
Baddiel. Nothing 
extraordinary has 
ever happened to 
Billy Smith, but when 
a documentary crew 
turns up at his school 
to film a new TV 
series, School Daze, 
everything changes. 
Remixes of his boring 
class presentation go 
viral, and Billy finds 
himself accidentally 
an overnight star. 
His life turns into 
a whirlwind of 
red carpets and 
TV shows, but, as 
everyone knows, 
fame comes 
at a price…

The debut children’s novel from Lenny Henry, with 
illustrations by Keenon Ferrell. Twelve-year-old Tunde 
is an average kid, who’s happy enough if can avoid 
the school bullies and hang out with his ragtag group 
of friends. But his life is turned upside down when, 
in the middle of a football match, Tunde leaps for the 
ball and stays in the air – on an enormous pair of 
wings! He’s soon caught up in a dramatic adventure 
with brings him face-to-face with his destiny.

A magical adventure 
set in a reimagined 
London. Twelve-
year-old Luke has 
been kidnapped and 
is forced to shovel 
coal underneath a 
half-bombed power 
station. Then he 
discovers that he can 
see things that others 
can’t – ghostly things. 
When he meets a 
ghost-girl called 
Alma, who can ride 
clouds through the 
night sky and bend 
their shape to her 
will, Luke discovers 
that he is in fact 
a rare being. Can 
Luke find out who 
he really is, and also 
find his freedom?

A collection of 100 
stories about weird 
and wonderful 
monsters from all 
over the world! Ever 
wondered what 
terrorised the Scape 
Ore swamp in 1980s 
South Carolina? 
Or how bloated 
undead feeders 
got upgraded to 
a shape-shifting 
castle-dwelling 
count? From well-
known creatures 
such as Bigfoot, to 
the lesser-known 
Chinese Hopping 
Vampires, this book 
is a must-have guide 
to cryptozoological 
folklore.

Can We Really Help 
the Polar Bears?
by Katie Daynes & 
Róisín Hehessy
Usborne • HB • £9.99
ISBN 9781474989862
Published 2nd 
September
Age range: 5+

The Magical Unicorn 
Society: Unicorns, 
Myths & Monsters
by May Shaw &  
Anne Marie Ryan
Michael O’Mara
HB • £9.99
ISBN 9781789293494
Published 28th 
October
Age range: 7+

Einstein The Penguin
by Iona Rangeley & 
David Tazzyman
HarperCollins 
Children’s • HB • £12.99
ISBN 9780008475963
Published 28th  
October
Age range: 7+

The Beatryce 
Prophecy
by Kate DiCamillo & 
Sophie Blackall
Walker Books
HB • £10.99
ISBN 9781529500899
Published 30th 
September
Age range: 8+

(The Boy Who Got) 
Accidentally Famous
by David Baddiel & 
Steven Lenton
HarperCollins 
Children’s • HB • £12.99
ISBN 9780008334253
Published 28th  
October
Age range: 8+

The Boy With Wings
by Lenny Henry & Keenon Ferrell
Macmillan Children’s
HB • £12.99
ISBN 9781529067835
Published 14th October
Age range: 9+

Ghostcloud
by Michael Mann
Hodder Children’s
HB • £12.99
ISBN 9781444959291
Published 7th October
Age range: 9+

Monsters
by Sarah Banville & 
Quentin Winter
Wren & Rook
HB • £20.00
ISBN 9781526363497
Published 16th 
September
Age range: 9+
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How was Sweet 
Cherry founded  
and why?

Sweet Cherry was founded on the belief 
that all children should have access to 
great stories. Our founder and M.D., Abdul 
Thadha, has been in bookselling for over 
fifteen years, and saw a gap in the market 
for not only a publishing house outside 
of London but one that publishes books 
with his own children and those in his local 
Leicester community in mind. We therefore 
publish easy-to-read illustrated fiction to 

make reading fun 
and accessible for 
all young readers. 
We also include 
free audiobooks in 
most of our books 
to give children an 
opportunity to be 
read to.

What does Sweet 
Cherry publish?
We publish a 
range of books 
for all ages, 

including babies and toddlers, children 
and young adults. We aim to make reading 
fun and lighthearted and our original 
children’s books are packed with humorous 
storylines, relatable characters and 
engaging illustrations. Our list of illustrated 
Easy Classics makes classic literature 
accessible for a younger audience, and the 
series includes the works of Shakespeare, 
Conan Doyle, Dickens, Austen and more 
iconic authors. We also publish books 

for popular 
licensed brands 
that combine 

education and entertainment. We’re proud 
to work with CBeebies’ Numberblocks and 
Alphablocks, Geronimo Stilton and more 
great names in children’s media.

What are your most successful books?
We’ve seen a huge international fanbase 
for The Sherlock Holmes Children’s 
Collection, which includes thirty adapted 
and illustrated editions of Sir Arthur Conan 

Doyle’s classic 
mysteries. The BBC 
series and Netflix’s 
Enola Holmes are 
helping to keep 
the world-famous 
detective alive and, 
while there are a lot 
of adaptations for 
an older audience, 
our books fill the 
gap for children 
who want to get 
involved, too. 
We published 

Mina Mistry Investigates, a witty spin-
off detective series to Angie Lake’s 
internationally bestselling invention 
series, Danny Dingle’s Fantastic Finds. 
It was featured in World Book Day’s 
2020 campaign and shortlisted for 
a book prize. They’re also printed 
with fun-coloured sprayed edges, 
which our young readers love!

Cherry
Picked
Sweet Cherry are an 
independent publisher of 
children’s books, and this 
year they celebrate their 
10th anniversary. We 
caught up with them to 
discover the story so far.

What can readers expect from Sweet 
Cherry in the near future?
We’ve got loads more fun fiction and 
illustrated children’s books on the way, 
including new titles in our popular series 
as well as brand new releases. There are 
more books in our Danny Dingle’s Fantastic 
Finds and Mina Mistry Investigates series, 
as well as the magical new adventures of 
our mischievous little witch, Maggie Sparks. 
Young sports fans can read inspiring 
biographies in Football Rising Stars, 
including Rashford, Sancho and Mbappe, 

and mystery fans 
are invited to the 
grand opening 
of Christie and 
Agatha’s Detective 
Agency after 
they uncover the 
disappearance of 
a major scientific 
discovery (hidden 
in a sandwich!)

Sweet Cherry’s  
books are  
available to  
buy from  
your favourite  
bookshop. For fun activities,  
visit Sweet Cherry online at:  
www.sweetcherrypublishing.com

KIDS
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From lions and 
leopards to 
cheetahs and 
cougars, welcome 
to the world of 
cats! A humorous 
introduction to 
all things feline, 
featuring Katie 
Viggers’ trademark 
illustrations as 
well as facts and 
stats on a wide 
range of big cats, 
alongside our own 
pet cats. Find out 
who is the fastest 
feline, who spends 
the most time 
sleeping, who has 
the loudest roar, 
and much more.

A beautiful 
anthology of poems 
themed around 
different moods, 
collected by the 
creator of The 
Poetry Pharmacy 
and illustrated by 
Emily Sutton. With 
more than 100 
poems, it’s divided 
into four sections, 
including Poems 
to Make You Smile, 
Poems to Move You, 
Poems to Give You 
Hope and Poems to 
Calm and Connect 
You. These are 
poems to delight, 
inspire, entertain, 
console and uplift 
readers of all ages.

An exquisite 
new edition of 
Simon Barnes’s 
book exploring 
the history of 
the world in 100 
animals, adapted 
and abridged for 
young readers, with 
superb illustrations 
by the award-
winning Frann 
Preston-Gannon. 
It looks at the 100 
animals who have 
had the greatest 
impact on humans 
and the way we 
view the world 
around us, from the 
bees who pollinate 
our food the 
chimpanzees who 
share more than 
90% of our DNA.

Travel through 
time to prehistory 
and discover 
new worlds 
of dinosaurs, 
sabre-toothed 
cats and woolly 
mammoths in this 
remarkable book. 
With more than 
90 fossils, ranging 
from a fearsome 
Tyrannosaurus 
skull to a delicate 
fern leaf, as well as 
detailed close-up 
images, this is ideal 
for kids to explore 
by themselves 
or for bedtime 
stories. Each plant 
or animal is shown 
photographically 
and illustrated.

A colourful and 
comical tour 
through history from 
cartoonists Mike 
Barfield and Jess 
Bradley, creators of 
A Day in the Life of a 
Poo, a Gnu & You. Find 
out what a day was 
life for early humans, 
a fierce gladiator 
battling in the 
Colosseum, the first 
woman in space, and 
many more. Discover 
the stories behind the 
constructions of the 
Great Wall of China 
and the Globe Theatre, 
and delve into the 
diaries of a Viking, 
Isaac Newton’s cat and 
the panel that became 
the Mona Lisa!

A new book from 
Little House of 
Science, who use 
their fun after-school 
clubs, workshops 
and holiday camps 
to teach STEM-
related subjects to 
children. Embark on 
an access-all-areas 
tour of the body’s 
brilliant command 
centre: the brain! 
Using fun exercises 
and experiments 
that are easy to do 
at home, presented 
with simple 
illustrations, this is 
an awe-inspiring 
guide to this 
remarkable organ, 
which will answer 
all your brain-
related questions.

An exciting new 
book for young 
football stars in 
the making, from 
Matt Oldfield, the 
author of Ultimate 
Football Heroes, and 
former professional 
footballer, Seth 
Burkett. Learn 
the secrets of 20 
footballing legends, 
such as how to 
dribble like Messi, 
overcome adversity 
like Harry Kane and 
score goals like 
Vivianne Miedema. 
There are top tips on 
how to train, play, 
think and live smart, 
and illustrations by 
Tom Jennings.

Published in 
association with the 
British Museum, 
and with beautifully 
detailed artwork by 
Libby VanderPloeg, 
this book will help 
you discover how 
25 cities from 
across history and 
around the planet 
have shaped the 
world we live in. 
From the walled 
city of Jericho 
built more than 
10,000 years ago, 
to the modern-day 
metropolises of 
Tokyo and San 
Francisco, this is 
a tour around the 
ancient past to the 
near future.

Roma Agrawal, 
the award-winning 
structural engineer 
who worked on 
The Shard, gives us 
an exciting behind 
the scenes look at 
some of world’s 
most amazing 
landmarks in this 
new book. Meet the 
extraordinary people 
who helped to build 
the Brooklyn Bridge 
in the USA, the 
Pantheon in Italy, the 
Burj Khalifa in Dubai 
and the Sappro 
Dome in Japan. It 
includes beautiful 
and detailed 
illustrations by Katie 
Hickey, from cross-
sections to skylines 
and close-ups.

A Book of Cats
by Katie Viggers
Laurence King
HB • £11.99
ISBN 9781913947231
Published 30th 
September
Age range: 5+

Everyone Sang
by William Sieghart & 
Emily Sutton
Walker Books
HB • £20.00
ISBN 9781406393613
Published 7th October
Age range: 7+

The History of the 
World in 100 Animals 
Illustrated Edition
by Simon Barnes & 
Frann Preston-Gannon
Simon & Schuster 
Children’s • HB • £20
ISBN 9781471194719
Published 28th  
October
Age range: 7+

Dinosaurs & Other 
Prehistoric Life
by Professor Anusuya 
Chinsamy-Turan
DK • HB • £20.00
ISBN 9780241491621
Published 16th 
September
Age range: 7+

A Day in the Life  
of a Caveman, a 
Queen, & Everything 
in Between
by Mark Barfield &  
Jess Bradley
Buster Books
PB • £9.99
ISBN 9781780557137
Published 30th 
September
Age range: 8+

This Book is Full  
of Brains
by Josy Bloggs &  
Liz Kay
Buster Books
HB • £9.99
ISBN 9781780557359
Published 14th 
October
Age range: 8+

Play Like Your  
Football Heroes
by Matt Oldfield &  
Seth Burkett
Walker Books
PB • £6.99
ISBN 9781529500295
Published 2nd 
September
Age range: 8+

A History of the 
World in 25 Cities
by Tracy Turner & 
Andrew Donkin
Nosy Crow
HB • £16.99
ISBN 9781788006712
Published 2nd 
September
Age range: 9+

How Was That Built?
by Roma Agrawal & 
Katie Hickey
Bloomsbury Children’s 
HB • £14.99
ISBN 9781526603654
Published 16th 
September
Age range: 9+

Children’s Non-Fiction



LEGO® Harry Potter™:  
Wizard Vs Wizard
HB • Buster Books • £19.99
ISBN 9781780558134
Published 14th October
Age range: 6+
Featuring a double-sided pop-
up play scene, two activity 
books and two super-cool 
LEGO® minifigures, of Harry 
Potter™ and Draco Malfoy™, 
this pack brings the Wizarding 
World to life. Complete the 
puzzles, discover new facts from 
the Harry Potter™ movies, and 
create stories of your own.

LEGO® 5-Minute Builds
HB • Buster Books • £16.99
ISBN 9781780558080
Published 14th October
Age range: 5+
With this pack, which features 
50 LEGO® bricks, you can create 
brand new builds in just five 
minutes each! There are more 
than 100 great ideas for LEGO 
builds, games, puzzles and 
challenges, which you can 
recreate, or you can dream up 
your own original creations.

This new range of books, full of 
activities and ideas for LEGO® creations 
will delight all young LEGO builders.

Brickwork
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LEGO, the LEGO logo, the Brick and Knob configurations and the Minifigure are 
trademarks of the LEGO Group. ©2021 The LEGO Group.

WIZARDING WORLD characters, names, and related indicia are © & ™ Warner 
Bros. Entertainment Inc. WB SHIELD: © & ™ WBEI. Publishing Rights © JKR. (s21)

Manufactured by AMEET Sp. z o.o. under license from the LEGO Group.

LEGO® Harry Potter™:  
Official Yearbook 2022
HB • Buster Books • £7.99
ISBN 9781780557861
Published 16th September
Age range: 6+
A colourful collection of 
LEGO® Harry Potter™ puzzles, 
games and activities set in the 
Wizarding World. Harry is joined 
by Ron Weasley™, Hermione 
Granger™, Dumbledore™ 
and all the other Hogwarts™ 
regulars, and there’s a free 
Lucius Malfoy minifigure to 
build and play with!

LEGO® Imagine &  
Play Christmas
HB • Buster Books • £14.99
ISBN 9781780558073
Published 14th October
Age range: 5+
Celebrate the festive season 
with this LEGO® gift set, which 
includes an interactive puzzle 
book, a puzzle pad and more 
than 60 LEGO bricks. You can 
build the characters from the 
stories, play along with the 
games and puzzles and create 
fun adventures of your own.

LEGO® Official Annual 2022
HB • Buster Books • £7.99
ISBN 9781780557878
Published 16th September
Age range: 5+
An awesome annual featuring 
all of your favourite LEGO® 
minifigures. There’s a free Tread 
Octane minifigure to build as 
well as colourful puzzles and 
activities to complete, and 
comic stories to read and laugh 
along with.

LEGO® Everything Is Awesome
HB • Buster Books • £16.99
ISBN 9781780557892
Published 14th October
Age range: 5+
This search-and-find book will 
take you back through nearly 
90 years of LEGO® fun, from the 
very first LEGO toys of the 1930s 
all the way through to modern 
themes such as NINJAGO® and 
The LEGO Movie™. Each scene 
is full of classic LEGO packs and 
minifigures, and there are ten 
things to look for in each one.

LEGO® Advent Calendar
HB • Buster Books • £7.99
ISBN 9781780558158
Published 16th September
Age range: 7+
A fun-packed collection of 
LEGO® activity books featuring 
Santa Claus, one for each day 
of advent. Each book is full of 
colourful LEGO puzzles, with 
more than 300 activities in 
total, including join-the-dots, 
colouring, spot-the-difference, 
mazes and more.

LEGO® Build & Stick:  
Custom Cars
HB • Buster Books • £16.99
ISBN 9781780558141
Published 14th October
Age range: 6+
Young builders will love this 
LEGO® pack which includes 
bricks, a 48-page book of 
ideas and activities as well 
as 260 reusable stickers, on 
a racing car theme! Use the 
LEGO bricks to build any 
of three racing cars, before 
customising them with stickers.

KIDS
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When We Were 
Warriors
by Emma Carroll
PB • Faber 
Children’s • £7.99
9780571350407
Published 2nd 
September
Age range: 9+

The Somerset 
Tsunami
by Emma Carroll
PB • Faber 
Children’s • £7.99
9780571332816
Published 2nd 
September
Age range: 9+

because you’re in my best 
friend’s coal shed, and we 
don’t know who you are.’

I’d never even seen the girl 
before, not at school or in the 
neighbourhood.

‘You don’t know who I am?’ 
The girl seemed surprised. ‘You mean, it’s 
not been on the news?’

‘About Cuba and the missiles?’ Ray 
asked, but her shake of the head told us 
that wasn’t what she meant.

‘Oh, that’s decent. Very decent.’ The  
girl’s shoulders slumped with relief,  
then under her breath, ‘Maybe it will work 
if I’m careful.’

Close To 
Home
The new novel from the bestselling 
Emma Carroll, The Week At World’s 
End is the story of a runaway girl and 
a powerful friendship, set against the 
backdrop of the Cuban Missile Crisis.

“A superb feat 
of storytelling”

Hilary McKay

The Week At World’s End
by Emma Carroll
HB • Faber Children’s • £12.99
ISBN 9780571364435
Published 2nd September
Age range: 9+

N othing ever happens at World’s End 
Close, where Stevie Fisher lives 
with her mum and older sister Bev. 

So when she discovers a mysterious girl 
hiding in their coal shed, she’s thrilled to 
have some excitement in her life. The girl, 
Anna, tells Stevie and her best friend Ray 
that someone has been poisoning her and 
that she’s had to run away. Stevie and Ray 
decide that they have to protect Anna, and 
help her hide from her pursuers.

Stevie feels good to have something 
to distract her – since her dad died her 
mum and Bev often argue. And now, with 
tensions between America and Russia 
rising in Cuba, it seems perfectly possible 
this week in October 1962 could end 
in nuclear war. When Stevie uncovers 
a family secret, it makes her more 
determined than ever to enjoy life now, 
with Ray and her new friend Anna, and to 
find her voice and stand up for what she 
believes. But just who is Anna, and where 
did she come from?

In this extract, Stevie and Ray meet Anna:

I span round. The girl slipped out from 
the space between the wall and the now 
open shed door. Her coat buttons glinted 
in the torch light. She was wearing purple 
trousers, a huge black coat and the bobble 
hat, which was an unappealing green 
colour, rather like tinned spinach.

‘Arrghh, not in my eyes!’ She winced as 
the torchlight hit her face.

She had freckles, I noticed quickly, 
before lowering the beam. And she 
was probably about our age, though 
was far taller than anyone in our 
class at school. Now I wasn’t blinding 
her, the girl stared straight at me. It 
wasn’t a particularly friendly look, 
either. I took a wary step back.

‘Who are you?’ I asked.
The girl’s chin wobbled a little. She 

looked away, blinking. Ray gave her a 
hankie from his pocket. As well as being 
better at the talking side of things, he 
knew how to be kind.

‘Thanks.’ The girl blew her nose, as loud 
as a trumpet.

‘Keep it,’ Ray said politely, when she tried 
to give the hankie back to him. ‘Now, can 
you tell us what you’re doing here, please, 

“The Week at 
World’s End is 

Emma Carroll’s most 
compelling book yet”

Ross Montgomery

Look out for these other books by Emma 
Carroll, now in new editions.

Frost Hollow Hall
by Emma Carroll
PB • Faber 
Children’s • £7.99
9780571295449
Published 2nd 
September
Age range: 9+

KIDS
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How did Rebel Girls Inc  
come about?
We began in 2016 starting from 
an international bestselling 
children’s book, which amplifies 
stories of real-life, extraordinary 
women throughout history, 
geography, and fields of 
excellence.

What is the ethos behind Rebel 
Girls Inc?
Rebel Girls is a global, multi-
platform empowerment brand 
dedicated to helping raise the 
most confident and inspired 
global generation of girls. We 
want to help girls be the stars of 
their own story; and ask them to 
be the heroes of tomorrow.

How do you create your books?
We have a dedicated in-house 
development team who create 
each book from concept through 
production to publication. We 
have also leaned into our highly 
engaged Rebel Girls community 
for titles including Good Night 
Stories for Rebel Girls 2, which 
our readers suggested nearly all 
the stories, and the upcoming 
Questions for Rebel Girls.

Providing young readers with 
inspirational guides to women 
who have achieved great things, 
the Good Night Stories for Rebel 
Girls books are hugely popular 
bestsellers. We interview the 
publishers Rebel Girls Inc to 
discover the story behind their 
success, and we take a look at 
three new books in the series.

Rising To 
The Top

What challenges have you faced 
as a publisher?
From its beginnings, Rebel 
Girls has been a small and 
mighty independent company 
scaling from a highly successful 
kickstarter campaign launching 
our first Good Night Stories 
volume to becoming a global 
empowerment brand with 
offerings across publishing, 
podcasts, an app, merchandise, 
and global events. While we are 
US based, we have a very large 
international audience (we are 
in more than 100 countries and 
51 languages!). For a scaling 
independent company, our 
biggest publishing challenge is 
balancing the individual needs  
of each international market.

What has been your more 
successful book so far?
The original Good Night Stories 
for Rebel Girls has been a 
phenomenal success around the 
globe and became a New York 
Times bestseller. It has also been 
the foundation for an additional 
three volumes and a podcast 
that is available in numerous 
languages around the world.

“Absolutely 
beautiful - get 

one for yourself 
and one to 

inspire a woman 
in your life”

Stylist on Good Night 
Stories for Rebel Girls

Good Night Stories for Rebel Girls:  
100 Real-Life Tales of Black Girl Magic
Edited by Lilly Workneh
HB • Rebel Girls Inc • £25.00
ISBN 9781953424044
Published 28th September
Age range: 8+
From Kamala Harris to Marsai Martin, Amanda Gorman 
to Shirley Chisholm, Black Girl Magic celebrates the 
lives of 100 barrier-breaking Black women and girls. 

Discover how Toni Morrison became a Nobel Prize 
for Literature laureate, how Aretha Franklin 
became the Queen of Soul, and how Issa 
Rae created her hit YouTube show. Edited by 
award-winning journalist Lilly Workneh, with 
a foreword by CaShawn Thompson, creator 

of the hashtag #BlackGirlsAreMagic, the book 
includes stories of real women from all walks of 

life written in fairy tale style. It exclusively features the 
work of Black female and non-binary editors, authors, 
and illustrators.

KIDS
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Questions for Rebel Girls
PB • Rebel Girls Inc • £7.99
ISBN 9781953424105
Published 19th October
Age range: 6+
Inspired by real rebel women from the Rebel Girls 
series, this book will spark lively discussions with more 
than 300 kid-friendly questions. Ruth Bader Ginsberg 
was a Supreme Court Judge. How would you feel 
about making decisions that affect so many people’s 

lives? Celia Cruz is the Queen of Salsa music, 
Beyoncé is a pop superstar, Roxane Shante is an 
amazing rapper, and Joan Jett is all about rock 
and roll. If you were a singing sensation, what 
type of music would you sing? If you could meet 
any woman from any country and any time in 

history, who would it be, and what would you ask 
her? With thought-provoking questions, including 

some submitted by young Rebel Girls fans, as well 
as vibrant images, Questions for Rebel Girls is ideal 
reading for curious minds.

“Essential 
reading for girls 
and indeed boys”

The Guardian on  
Good Night Stories for 

Rebel Girls

“Sets out to 
challenge gender 
stereotypes and 
inspire young 

girls to aim high”
Daily Mail on Good Night 

Stories for Rebel Girls

Rebel Girls: Champions
PB • Rebel Girls Inc • £6.99
ISBN 9781953424082
Published 7th September
Age range: 6+
This collection celebrates the stories of 25 women in 
sports, including figure skater Michelle Kwan, tennis 
champion Serena Williams, snowboarder Chloe Kim, 
skateboarder Sky Brown and many others. Combining 

the most beloved stories from the first three volumes 
in the Rebel Girls series with brand new tales 
of game-changing athletes and their drive, 
resilience and sportsmanship, it also features 
the most thrilling anecdotes from the 2021 
Tokyo Olympic Games. Each easy-to-read text is 

accompanied by a full-page portrait, created by 
female artists from all around the world.

KIDS
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Children’s Fiction
Now in paperback, 
this is the first in a 
thrilling adventure 
series set in the 
ancient Roman 
world. Twelve-year-
old Dido dreams of 
becoming the first 
female charioteer 
at the great Circus 
Maximus. But 
such ambitions are 
forbidden to girls and 
she must merely help 
her father Antonius, 
who trains Rome’s 
most popular racing 
team, The Greens. 
When Antonius is 
brutally murdered, 
Dido discovers that 
she faces a powerful 
new enemy – the 
emperor Caligula.

The third book in the 
series set in Eerie-
on-Sea, featuring 
Herbie Lemon and his 
friend Violet Parma. 
A mysterious stage 
magician has set up in 
the theatre at the end 
of the pier, with an 
act so hypnotic and 
strange that Herbie 
and Violet suspect 
that dark forces are 
at work. People are 
disappearing from 
Eerie-on-Sea and no 
one knows why – but 
there is a legend 
about a creature 
made of darkness that 
devours the shadows 
of the living… Could 
the Shadowghast 
have returned?

This new sequel to 
Mary Shelley’s classic 
novel Frankenstein 
ranges from the 
Arctic tundra to 
vaudeville New York. 
Maggie’s father is 
determined to hunt 
down the monster 
created by Victor 
Frankenstein, a 
single pursuit which 
has cost Maggie 
and her family 
everything. Now, he’s 
staking everything 
on one last voyage 
to the Arctic, with 
Maggie secretly 
in tow. But once 
there, they make a 
shocking discovery: 
Frankenstein’s 
monster has a son.

October and her dad 
live in the woods. 
They know the trees 
and the rocks and the 
lake and the stars like 
best friends. They are 
wild. Until the year 
October turns eleven. 
October rescues 
a baby owl, her 
Dad falls out of the 
biggest tree in their 
woods, and a woman 
who calls herself 
October’s mother 
comes back. That’s 
the year everything 
changes. A feast for 
the senses and the 
soul, this autumnal 
story is a classic in 
the making.

A captivating new 
story from the 
award-winning Kiran 
Millwood Hargrave, 
with black and 
yellow illustrations 
by Tom de Freston. 
Julia has followed 
her mum and dad 
to live on a remote 
island for the 
summer. Her mother 
is determined to 
find the elusive 
Greenland shark, 
but when her 
mother’s obsession 
threatens to 
submerge them all, 
Julia finds herself 
on an adventure 
with dark depths 
and a lighthouse full 
of hope.

The debut novel from 
an award-winning 
scriptwriter who has 
written for Horrible 
Histories and Not 
Going Out, about 
a highly intelligent 
toddler! Rita may be 
two years old, but 
she has the mind and 
attitude of a teenager. 
When her parents 
disappear and a 
sinister clown and an 
ice-cream van seem 
to be hunting her 
down, however, even 
a soft-play-centre may 
not be safe. It will 
take all Rita’s cunning 
and resourcefulness 
to defeat an evil 
conspiracy and a 
crazy genius villain.

In this funny debut 
novel you will 
discover that being 
a vampire is harder 
than it looks! On 
one claw, you get 
powers like strength, 
hypnotism and the 
ability to grimwalk. 
On the other claw, 
there are rules to 
protect the balance 
between the Living 
and the Undead. 
However, the Rules 
for Vampires don’t 
tell you what to do 
when you make a 
ghostly enemy or 
accidentally restart an 
ancient war. But Leo 
and her very unusual 
family are more than 
up to the job!

Circus Maximus: 
Race to the Death
by Annelise Gray
Zephyr • PB • £7.99
ISBN 9781800240582
Published 2nd 
September
Age range: 9+

Shadowghast
by Thomas Taylor
Walker Books
PB • £7.99
ISBN 9781406386301
Published 2nd 
September
Age range: 9+

Following 
Frankenstein
by Catherine Bruton
Nosy Crow
PB • £7.99
ISBN 9781788008440
Published 7th October
Age range: 9+

October, October
by Katya Balen & 
Angela Harding
Bloomsbury Children’s 
PB • £7.99
ISBN 9781526601933
Published 30th 
September
Age range: 9+

Julia & The Shark
by Kiran Millwood 
Hargrave &  
Tom de Freston
Orion Children’s
HB • £12.99
ISBN 9781510107786
Published 2nd 
September
Age range: 9+

Little Horror
by Daniel Peake
Firefly Press
PB • £6.99
ISBN 9781913102517
Published 30th 
September
Age range: 9+

Rules for Vampires
by Alex Foulkes &  
Sara Ogilvie
Simon & Schuster 
Children’s • PB • £7.99
ISBN 9781471199554
Published 16th 
September
Age range: 9+

A brand new story from the bestselling War 
Horse author, a sweeping tale of love and rescue. 
Australian-Greek girl Nandi travels to her ancestors’ 
home on the island of Ithaca, and discovers, 
through a friendship with an unusual flying fish, the 
extraordinary story of her great-aunt Elena. She finds 
out how Elena fell in love, in the hardest of times, and 
became an unsung hero of the Second World War. But 
now Elena has gone missing, Nandi has to find her.

When Fishes Flew
by Michael Morpurgo
HarperCollins Children’s • HB • £12.99
ISBN 9780008352189
Published 30th September
Age range: 9+
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matter how hard I tried, I was always in 
the back row for each and every class. 
I remember feeling upset and asking 
my mum why it was happening. She 
mentioned something about my teacher 
having ‘favourites’ and that I wasn’t one of 
them. Shortly after this, my mum took me 
out of the class.

This incident was the first time I felt I 
was being treated differently for no real 
reason. My ballet teacher would always 
comment that she didn’t know how she 
was going to each girls with ‘such heavy 
bones’, or she’d talk about how big some 
of us were (when actually I was so skinny 
at the time my mum had taken me to the 
doctor to check I was healthy) and how 
much ‘grace’ we lacked. As a child, I didn’t 
realise that my teacher was referring to the 
theory that Black people have denser bones 
and was implying that it was harder for her 
to teach me ballet because I was Black.

Now, I look back at that situation 
and understand that my teacher was 
discriminating against me. She had bought 
into many of the stereotypes about Black 
people and the belief that there was no 
role for us in classical pursuits. I may not 
have exactly understood her nonsense 
at the time, but I still felt hurt by her 

Becoming 
Yourself
Melissa Cummings-Quarry and 
Natalie A. Carter co-founders of 
the Black Girls’ Book Club. Their 
new book Grown is the ultimate 
guide to navigating life as Black 
teenage girl, with illustrations by 
Dorcas Magbadelo and a foreword 
by Spice Girl Melanie Brown.

“It’s a book I will give  
to my daughters”

Melanie Brown

Grown: The Black Girls’  
Guide to Glowing Up

by Melissa Cummings-Quarry,  
Natalie A. Carter & Dorcas Magbadelo

PB • Bloomsbury Children’s • £12.99
ISBN 9781526623713

Published 30th September
Age range: 12+B eing a teenager and trying to 

understand you are and what you 
stand for is hard for everyone. 

But if you’re a Black girl who doesn’t 
always see yourself represented in books, 
films, history or even adverts, being a 
teenager can be even tougher. In this 
guide, Melissa and Natalie will take you 
through the trials and tribulations of 
being a Black girl, from understanding 
identity, to the politics of hair, form 
dealing with microagressions to figuring 
out what career you want to pursue.

Along the way, the authors share stories 
and offer honest, practical advice, and 
there’s space to write out your own ideas, 
and think about your own life, and own 
your choices. There are contributions 
throughout from inspirational Black women 
such as Diane Abbott MP, and authors 
Dorothy Koomson and Candice Carty-
Williams. Grown will show you how to live 
your truth without fear, on your own terms 
without limits or apologies. It’s a mood. 
It’s a mindset. It’s a mantra. It’s a lifestyle. 
It embodies everything that makes us who 
we are.

In this extract, Natalie shares a story from 
her youth:

I always remember attending ballet classes 
at my school when I was seven years old. I 
was the only Black girl in my class. I was so 
excited to go to lessons and used to carry 
my ballerina bag to school with pride – but 
this didn’t last long.

I was never given attention during the 
class or the encouragement other students 
received. I wasn’t given any help to learn 
the routines. I was never selected for the 
main roles in the performances. And, no 

actions. My mum felt it too. The last straw 
was when she noticed that not one of 
the girls of colour in my class had been 
selected to represent our school at the 
annual competition that we had all worked 
so hard towards. To her, it was obvious 
that I was never going to get the teaching 
I deserved, and she could see that being 
treated badly in the class was beginning 
to damage my confidence. I didn’t know 
until recently that my mum had been so 
furious that she even brought my aunty to 
watch me during one of my classes. She 
didn’t tell my aunty her suspicions about 
my teacher beforehand, but at the end of 
the class she asked her what she thought. 
My aunty told my mum she thought the 
teacher was racist. When I talked to my 
mum about this nearly twenty-five years 
later, she remembers it like it was yesterday 
and still gets angry. More importantly, I 
still remember it, I still get upset and I 
still feel angry about it.

I am sharing this story because 
sometimes things happen to us as young 
girls that make us feel ostracised, simply 
because we are Black. We know it is 
wrong, even if at the time we can’t put our 
finger on exactly what is being done to 
make us feel the way we do. I am here to 
let you know that it isn’t all in your head. 
My mum didn’t tell me explicitly that she 
thought my teacher was discriminating 
against me because I was Black – it went 
unsaid between us – but I understood why 
I was no longer going to be in that class. 
I don’t remember asking my mum why I 
couldn’t go back to that class or asking if I 
should stay.

KIDS



We have a special 
edition of The 
Book of Stolen 
Dreams, with a 
gold jacket signed 

by the author, to give away 
to one lucky winner! For the 
chance of winning, just answer 
this question:

What is the name of the city in Krasnia 
where Robert and Rachel Klein live?

See page 63 for details on how to 
enter this competition.

56 booktime@booksellers.org.uk

The debut children’s 
novel from the acclaimed 
theatre director and 
screenwriter David Farr, 
The Book of Stolen Dreams 
is an stirring adventure of 
resistance and revolution, 
set in the oppressive state 
of Krasnia.

Revolutionary 
Reading

B rother and sister Robert and Rachel 
Klein have grown up in the beautiful 
city of Brava in Krasnia. But on the 

very day that Rachel was born, a ruthless 
dictator, Charles Malstain, rose to power. 
Life under Malstain’s rule is hard, with 
curfews every night. Malstain hates 
children and bans them from leaving their 
homes unless they are going to school. 
Robert and Rachel’s dad Felix, a writer and 
librarian, does his best to make life fun 
for his children, but with more and more 
people being arrested and sent away to 
prison camps, it isn’t easy.

Then, on the evening of Rachel’s eleventh 
birthday, Felix takes the children on a trip 
to his workplace, the North Brava Public 
Lending Library. In the Rare Books Room 
there is a special volume which must 
be saved at all costs. As Malstain’s men 
storm the library, and their dad is arrested, 
Robert and Rachel manage to escape with 
The Book of Stolen Dreams. But what is 
so special about this book? And why is 
Malstain so desperate to get his hands on 

it? Robert and Rachel are soon caught up 
in a wild adventure, taking them overseas 
to the city of Port Clement. Along the way, 
they will make new friends and enemies, in 
a battle for the soul of Krasnia.

In this interview, David Farr explains  
how he came to write The Book of  
Stolen Dreams:

We’re probably familiar with your 
storytelling already without realising it; 
what are you best known for David?
I’m probably best known for my BBC 
adaptation of John le Carré’s The Night 
Manager, the film Hanna and the Amazon 
television series of the same name. Before 
that I was a theatre director and writer for 
a long time, running the Bristol Old Vic 
and the Lyric Hammersmith and being 
Associate Director at the RSC.

Who are the real-life brother and sister 
who sparked your imagination and inspired 
Robert and Rachel Klein?

WIN!
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Robert and Ruth Elkan were my great uncle 
and great aunt. I knew and loved them 
dearly when I was younger. In talking to 
them I learnt of their childhood as young 
German Jews in Dusseldforf, Germany 
in the 1930’s.Their mother, (my great 
grandmother) Aennie Elkan was a fiercely 
intelligent woman, and one day in 1938 
she stood up at supper and said “I have 
read Hitler’s book and it is clear that we 
are in grave danger. We are all going to 
leave”. And she did it. She found English 
‘sponsors’ for her children so they could 
escape to London. Ruth went first, alone 
aboard a ship to England, then Robert who I 
think was just twelve at the time, and finally 
Anne-Marie followed. So that was the 
personal inspiration for Robert and Rachel 
Klein and their journey away from the land 
of Krasnia. But my story is not historical. It’s 
a world of my invention.

What is so important about the actual Book 
of Stolen Dreams in the story?
It’s a very special book kept in the 
Bravan Central Library where Rachel 
and Robert’s father is librarian. One day 
he takes them to the library, ostensibly 
for a clandestine adventure to celebrate 
Rachel’s birthday, but in reality, it’s to get 
this book safely away. Otherwise, the 
all-powerful dictator Charles Malstain is 
going to get his hands on it. As readers 
we don’t know why Malstain wants the 
book so much. It’s an old book with a 
missing page, he hates books… so why 
then is it so important to him? This is 
the central mystery for the reader.

Tell us more about the importance of 
dreams as a theme in the book.
The power of imagination, particularly in a 
tyrannical society, is often best expressed 
through the subconscious – and very often 
that means dreams. If you can’t speak 
what you want to speak, you will probably 
end up dreaming it. I felt that the world of 
dreams was where imagination could be 
at its most pure and potent. It’s in between 
waking and sleeping and can also be 
perceived to be in between the land of 
the living and the land of the dead which 
goes on to be very important in the book. 
Rachel’s magic is that she has an instinctive 
ability to connect with these worlds. Robert 
is a scientist; a rationalist. But he comes 
to admire his sister who has this ability to 
connect to this in-between space. Someone 
who is truly dreaming, as Rachel can, is 
truly awake.

The power of art to save the world is  
a strong theme throughout The Book  
of Stolen Dreams. Why did you choose  
this theme?
The people of Krasnia are living under a 
dictatorship and I wanted to write a story 
that shows children the power of stories, 
poetry and imagination to save the world 
from those dictators. If you can’t speak 

“Children’s stories 
are the most 
important,”

The Book of Stolen Dreams
by David Farr

HB • Usborne • £12.99
ISBN 9781801310840

Published 30th September
Age range: 9+

In this extract, Felix entrusts the Book to 
Rachel and Robert:

’Listen to me carefully. Tomorrow 
morning at nine o’clock precisely take 
the Book to the corner of Heine and 
Hopkins Streets. A man called Solomon 
will be there reading a newspaper 
and wearing a white flower in his 
lapel. Give the Book ONLY to him. 
Until then, keep the Book safe. Tell 
no one you have it. Not even your 
mother, for she will try to hand it over 
to the police to get me back. And that 
MUST NOT HAPPEN! Promise me!’

There was a seriousness in his eyes, a 
look Rachel had never seen before.

Rachel promised. Robert just looked 
horrified. Felix lowered his voice to a 
quiet murmur, his eyes burning:

‘This book contains more secrets than 
you know. Now go!’

And without further discussion, Felix 
grabbed the grate, replaced it in the 
ceiling, jumped down, and kicked the 
ladder far away from where it might 
indicate any escape.

As soldiers rushed into the room.
Rachel remembered what happened 

next with great vividness.

for yourself all you 
have left are your 
dreams and the thing 
dictatorships fear 
the most, and not 
just dictatorships 
but governments 
everywhere, is the 
ability of people to 
imagine a different 
narrative. It’s 
something that we 
all have the ability to 
do and that cannot 
be taken from us, 
whatever else may 
be. I think this idea 
makes the book 
contemporary. 
Ultimately The Book 
of Stolen Dreams is a 
story about a brother 
and sister who go 
on a remarkable and 
dangerous journey, 
believing they can 
succeed and earn  
their right to a  
brighter future.

Why has it taken you 
till now to write a 
book and why did 
you choose to write 
it for children?
I’ve adapted stories 
for children’s theatre 
before – Great Expectations, The 
Nativity, Robin Hood – but I’ve always 
wanted to write a story for them 
about a very particular brother and 
sister. Children’s stories are the most 
important, I believe they are the 
purest form of storytelling.

Through the grate she watched as Felix 
raised his arms. His hands in the air. 
The soldiers trained their guns on him, 
shouting, ‘Down on the ground!’ Felix 
kneeled, explained that he worked here, 
he came back for something he forgot, he 
used a key he had kept by mistake, it was 
just a book he needed for some personal 
research about the lesser-known flora of 
the Amazonian River Basin, but he couldn’t 
find it in the Geography section so he was 
looking down here…

But then another soldier came flying 
into the room and cried out, ‘The Book 
of Stolen Dreams is missing!’ And the 
soldiers looked at Rachel’s father and they 
screamed at him. ‘Where is it?’ And Rachel 
wanted to shout: ‘It’s here! It’s here! Don’t 
hurt him!’ But Felix, on the ground, even 
as he was being punched and kicked by 
the soldiers, managed a quick look up and 
a small shake of his head as if to say, No. 
Just go.

And before Rachel could say a word, 
Robert grabbed her arm and pulled her 
along the small narrow shaft, towards the 
light, toward freedom – but away from her 
father, away from the man she loved most 
in the world, away from the man she felt 
certain she would never see again.

KIDS
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In the book, urban foxes Ted and Nancy 
relocate from the Big City to the strange 
world of Grimwood in the countryside.  
Are you a city or country person?
I’m very lucky and am a bit of both. I grew 
up in quite a rural area, but have lived all 
my adult life in cities. I think when I’ve been 
in either environment too long I hanker for 
the other.

Eric Dynamite the woodlouse pops up 
throughout the book to give his opinions. 
Do you see him as an unofficial narrator?
Yes Eric likes to commentate on the goings-
on in Grimwood. He’s just as baffled as the 
reader though – he doesn’t have any inside 
information on the story, he’s more of a 
friendly companion than narrator.

How did you come up with the names  
for the characters, such as Pamela the 
Eagle, Binky Snuffhausen and Sharon  
the Party Crow?
I have no idea really. They just seemed 
to suit them. I’m very fond of Binky 
Snuffhausen as a name, it suits his  
jaunty character.

“Ted and Nancy are 
my favourite funny 

foxes EVER.”
Liz Pichon

The first in a new series, 
Grimwood is a funny 
illustrated story about two 
urban foxes who relocate 
to the countryside, and the 
bizarre characters they find 
there. We interviewed author 
and illustrator Nadia Shireen 
about her hilarious creation.

Grimwood
by Nadia Shireen

Simon & Schuster Children’s
HB • £12.99

ISBN 9781471199301
Published 2nd September

Age range: 7+

Forest  
of Fun

KIDS

T ed lives with his big sister Nancy 
in the big city. He can’t remember 
his mum and dad, but hopes to see 

them again someday. In the meantime, 
Nancy keeps him out of trouble. Until one 
day, when he accidentally bites the tail off 
Princess Buttons, a local belligerent cat. To 
escape Princess Buttons’s wrath, Ted and 
Nancy have no choice but to decamp to  
the countryside.

But in Grimwood they meet a host of 
unusual characters – from conspiracy 
theorist eagle Pamela, to the very much 
not-cute bunny Willow, to Frank the owl, 
Titus the stag, and a whole array of warring 
squirrels. Can Ted and Nancy really make a 
new life for themselves in Grimwood? With 
Princess Buttons and her team of cats still 
on the warpath, they must turn to their new 
friends for help. Full of original illustrations 
and a madcap story, Grimwood is comic 
story which will entertain readers both 
young and old.

Do you have a favourite character in  
the book?
Not really. They all reflect aspects of my 
personality! Ted is very lovable, though.

When you wrote the book, did you start 
with the illustrations, the story or  
the characters?
In this instance I started with the story, which 
is unusual for me. Usually everything starts 
with drawings in my sketchbooks. But the 
characters in Grimwood came very easily.

Do you think playing Treebonk is a good  
way to settle differences?
Flinging oneself off a tree at high speeds 
seems like a thoroughly sensible way to  
sort out all sorts of problems.

Which other authors have inspired you in 
your writing and drawings?
I’ve always loved Quentin Blake, Ronald 
Searle, Gary Larson and the Mr Gum books 
by Andy Stanton really made me laugh.

Have you planned out the next books in 
the Grimwood series?
Um… vaguely. I sort of know what happens 
but I’m not sure exactly how it happens. OK 
the real answer is no. Unless that worries 
my publishers, in which case the answer is 
definitely yes.
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include Moroccan writer Leïla Slimani, 
Franco-Algerian novelist Alice Zeniter, and 
Franco-Senegalese playwright and novelist 
Marie NDiaye. For younger readers, I love 
Piglettes by Clémentine Beauvais, Catherine 
Certitude by Patrick Modiano and Éliotet la 
Bibliothèque Fabuleuse by Pascaline Nolot.

Bastien has a gift for cheering up his fellow 
orphans through storytelling. Do you think 
stories help have a fresh perspective on 
ourselves and the world around us?
Absolutely! When Bastien reminds himself 
of what his father always said, about how a 
story is the only thing in the world that can 
detach the mind from the body, it is also a 
reminder to readers about the importance 
of stories. Reading is a transformative 
act. Stories are how we process thoughts 
and feelings and how we make sense of 
the world around us. They help us grow, 
to understand and expand our views and, 
ultimately, make us better people.

Sami finds it hard to trust anyone in the 
orphanage for a long time. How important 
do you think trust is in making friends?
I think that trust is the bedrock of a strong 
friendship. You trust that your friends 
accept you for who you are and that, in 
turns, make you feel brave and loved. 
Friendship and bravery are essential 
elements of children’s books and mine is 
no different. The two work alongside each 
other; I am brave because of the brilliant 
friends and relationships I have made and 
I wanted to write about friends who lift and 
support each other up at all times.

Bastien and his friends discover a network 
of secret tunnels beneath Paris. Do these 
tunnels exist in real life?
Although I used my author’s licence in 
making the catacombs a fair bit larger 
than they are in reality, the catacombs 
and the tunnels under the city are real. 
Paris was built on top of old quarries, 
which was fine until the quarries started 

C’est la Vie

The Unexpected Tale 
 of Bastien Bonlivre

by Clare Povey
PB • Usborne • £7.99

ISBN 9781474986489
Published 2nd September

Age range: 9+

“A charming and bookish 
tale of friendship”

Thomas Taylor

The Unexpected Tale of Bastien Bonlivre 
is set in Paris in the 1920s. Why did you 
choose this time and place?
As soon as I started writing, I knew that my 
main character Bastien would live during 
the 1920s.This decade in France was known 
as Les Années Folles – The Crazy Years – a 
time of great social and cultural change 
after the turmoil of the First World War. 
Paris attracted writers, artists and creatives 
of every type. It was a haven for new 
ways of thinking and the perfect setting 
for a 12-year old storyteller. At the time 
when I first started writing this book, my 
boyfriend was halfway through his PhD on 
interwar history. Naturally, I took advantage 
of his research skills in exchange for 
baked goods! In doing so, I learned more 
about the increasing threat of right-wing 
ideologies during the same period. The 
clash of the old and new during the 1920s 
felt like a mirror image of our current times 
and an interesting backdrop for my book.

Are you a fan of French literature, and if so, 
who are your favourite French authors?
Mais oui! I try and read as many books 
written in the French language as I can to 
keep my language skills at a decent level, 
but there are also brilliant authors who 
have been translated into English. Many 
of my favourite authors who write in the 
French language are in fact from countries 
that were colonized by France. I admire 
the Moroccan writer Tahar Ben Jelloun in 
particular. I read Cette aveuglante absence 
de lumière (This Blinding Absence of 
Light) at university and that book has stuck 
with me ever since. My other favourites 

In this thrilling new story set in France, Bastien 
Bonlivre lives in a stark orphanage, following 
the death of his parents in a fire. But when 
writers start to disappear all over Paris, Bastien 
and his friends Theo and Sami are drawn into 
an unexpected adventure. We interviewed the 
author Clare Povey to find out more.

to collapse! During the late 18th century, 
a French architect called Charles-Axel 
Guillaumotis credited with saving Paris 
from sinking. He and his crew turned these 
quarries into tunnels, connecting them with 
each other and reinforcing the walls and 
ceilings. During this time, the largest city 
cemeteries were overflowing with bodies 
and the decision was made to exhume and 
transport the remaining bodies to what 
would become the catacombs, a separate 
area of the tunnel network. You can visit the 
catacombs in Paris today, but visitors can 
only walk through a small section.

Louis says that ‘the line between good  
and bad is a thin one’ but Bastien 
disagrees. Do you think it’s easy for some 
people to be drawn into doing bad things?
As humans, we all have the capacity of 
making mistakes and acting in a harmful 
way. What I think is most important is 
how we react to our mistakes; whether 
we decide to take responsibility and hold 
ourselves accountable for the things that 
we’ve said or done. I’m interested to see 
what readers make of Louis’s journey to 
self-discovery. He’s been worn down and 
mistreated by his bad brothers for so long 
that he’s unable to see the world – and his 
place in it – clearly.

There are still some mysteries to be solved 
at the end of the story. Do you have the 
next book in the series planned out?
I’m currently knee-deep in edits on the 
second book. I like to think that I’m a 
good planner, but the reality is that things 
change so much as I go! Rather than 
writing a dreaded synopsis, I’m a big 
fan of chapter outlines. My wise agent 
Kirsty McLachlan recommended them 
when we started working together and 
now it’s part of my writing process. I 
write a full one and then another where 
I write only a couple of lines to describe 
each chapter. It helps ensure that each 
chapter is driving the story forward.

KIDS
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I t’s 1952, and, as Christmas approaches, 
a smog has settled over London. Penny 
Black’s mother is an airmail pilot who 

has been stranded aboard because of the 
smog, and so Penny has been sent to stay 
with her Uncle Frank, who runs a busy post 
office. One night, Penny is in the post office 
after hours, when she hears a noise. A 
strange creature has been trying to escape 
with one of the letters, but has been caught 
in a mousetrap.

Wishyouwas is a small, fluffy, funny, talking 
creature. He’s one of the Sorters, whose 
sacred duty is to deliver lost letters to their 
rightful recipients. Penny soon visits their 
secret underground world where they 
guard lost post with their lives. But there’s 
someone who doesn’t like the Sorters and 
their work – rat-catcher Stanley Scrawl. Can 
Penny save Wishyouwas and his friends 
from Stanley, and help them to deliver a 
joyful Christmas?

In this extract Stanley Scrawl has come  
to search the post office for rats with his 
dog Ripper:

Stanley Scrawl reached inside one of his 
many pockets and fished out a grubby 
telegram, which he held in front of her. 
Penny couldn’t read the tiny print, but 
noticed with a shudder that his little 
fingernail was over an inch long and 
sharpened to a fine point.

‘The postmaster here ordered my 
services.’ The telegram flashed back into 
the rat catcher’s pocket. Penny shrank 
aside as he thumped through the doorway, 
wearing heavy hobnailed boots. ‘Where is 
he?’ he asked, sniffing the air.

‘Um – upstairs,’ Penny said, edging 
away. ‘I’ll get him…’

‘I didn’t mean the postmaster,’ Scrawl 
said. ‘I meant the rat. Show me where it 
was hiding, then I’ll be gone in the wink of 
an eye.’

Penny swallowed. ‘I haven’t seen any 
rats,’ she said, truthfully. She flinched as 
Ripper nosed her coat pocket, where 
she’d put her uncle’s handkerchief 
after wiping Wishyouwas’s blood 
off her hands.

‘We’ll see about that,’ Stanley 
Scrawl said. ‘Ripper, hunt!’

The greyhound lowered 
his muzzle to the floor  
and trotted towards  
the counter.

‘A-ha!’ The rat-catcher’s 
nostrils flared. He levered 
the hatch upwards and 
Ripper darted through 
and scratched at the last 
drawer. Scrawl thumped 
over, wrenched it open and 
pulled out the bloodstained 
trap. Penny shuddered as 
he lifted it to his nose and 
took a deep sniff.

‘You’ve got an 
infestation,’ he said. ‘How’d 
this one get away?’

Penny shrugged. ‘I don’t 
know,’ she said.

‘What did it look like?’ he 
asked. ‘Get a close look?’

Penny bit her lip as 
Scrawl squinted one 
eye, searching her face. 
She shook her head, 
determined not to give 
him any clue about 
Wishyouwas.

Stanley Scrawl snorted. 
‘You’re a soft touch, I see,’ 
he said. ‘But I’ve got to do 
my duty, miss. Perhaps 
I’d be better off speaking 
to the postmaster?’ He 
moved out from behind 
the counter, towards the 
inside door.

‘Wait!’ Penny said, 
running in front of him to 

To The 
Letter
An enchanting adventure story 
set in a secret world, Wishyouwas 
is a tale of lost letters and the 
endearing Sorters who find 
them, by new author Alexandra 
Page, with illustrations by Penny 
Neville-Lee.

“Scrawl squinted 
one eye, searching 

her face”

Wishyouwas
by Alexandra Page &  

Penny Neville-Lee
HB • Bloomsbury Children’s • £12.99

ISBN 9781526641212
Published 30th September

Age range: 9+

block his way. ‘I – I can catch it.’
Stanley Scrawl’s eyes narrowed at her. 

‘Dead or alive?’ he asked.
‘Alive,’ Penny said. ‘I know I can.’
Scrawl scratched a wart on his chin with 

his long fingernail. His eyes gleamed. Then 
he nodded.

‘All right,’ he said. ‘Try it your way.’ He 
dropped the traps back inside his pocket 
and Penny breathed out in relief.

‘But I’ll be back,’ Scrawl added suddenly, 
leaning his face towards Penny until his 
nose was almost touching hers. ‘If you 
don’t catch it by tomorrow morning, I’ll set 
the best trap I’ve got. I’m going to flush out 
every last one of them.’

He stood straight and whistled. ‘Come 
on, Ripper!’ he ordered. He thumped to the 
front door and opened it with an icy blast. 
Wreaths of smog drifted inside. ‘See you 
soon,’ he said, with a greasy grin. He pulled 
the gas mask over his face and stepped 
outside, tugging Ripper’s lead. The smog 
swallowed them.
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he’s told me some great stories too, but not 
the ones Nan did. As I got older I realised 
men don’t sit down like that with girls, 
and neither do the women with boys. Just 
like there are some things that you would 
never say to your uncle that you could to 
your aunty.

Losing Nan was bad – we all knew we’d 
lost so much more. But I knew she’d come 
see me again. Weeks went past, nothing 
happened, but I trusted in our bond. Then 
other cousins claimed to have seen her, felt 
her. The longer I waited the angrier I got, 
and one day I got done waiting. I turned 
my back on Nan’s beliefs like she had done 
to me. Part of me knows it isn’t logical to be 
angry with a dead woman, the rest of me 
doesn’t care.

That nightmare, but. It felt so freaking 
real. Still, nothing to be done but wait for 
Laney to show, or Mum, or maybe the 
sun. Mum won’t be too much longer but 
that doesn’t mean Laney will get in before 
her. Sometimes she pushes her luck and if 
Mum is tired enough she’ll only do a quick 
glance in to check that us girls are safely 
sleeping. There’d been a lot of years after 
Dad died when Mum wouldn’t let us sleep 
on our own.

We were seven when we lost him in 

Dream 
World
Drawing on the culture and spiritual 
beliefs of her close-knit community, 
Ghost Bird is a multi-award winning 
YA novel by indigenous Australian 
author Lisa Fuller. Can Stacey find 
her lost twin Laney in a world 
where reality and dreams blur?

“There are  
times I miss the 
other Stacey”

Ghost Bird
by Lisa Fuller

PB • Old Barn Books • £7.99
ISBN 9781910646809

Published 21st October
Age range: 14+

S tacey has had enough of her small, 
rural Australian town, where she lives 
with her mum and her twin sister 

Laney. Her dad died many years ago, and 
she recently also lost her Nan. It’s late 1999 
and she can’t wait for the new millennium, 
when she can finish school and finally get 
to go places and be someone else. Her 
twin sister Laney is quite different. She just 
wants to skip school and hang out with her 
boyfriend Troy. She and Troy are fiercely 
proud of their Aboriginal heritage and 
aren’t afraid of getting into trouble.

But, one night, Laney disappears. That 
same evening, Stacey has a vivid dream 
that she is Laney, and that she’s attacked by 
something supernatural. Remembering the 
words of her Nan, Stacey realises that her 
dreams may hold the key to where Laney 
is now. With the whole town convinced 
that Laney is missing for good, can Stacey 
find her twin in time? Blending traditional 
culture with a very real cotemporary story, 
Ghost Bird has won multiple awards.

In this extract, Stacey is recovering from 
her nightmare vision of Laney:

The weird nightmare keeps trying to play 
through my head in full technicolour. I 
hold off most of it but bits keep sneaking 
in, like the scariest moments in a horror 
movie. Nan would probably have called 
it a special dream, one I should listen to. 
School says it is my subconscious telling 
me something about myself. Although why 
the hell I’d dream I’m Laney was anyone’s 
guess. I can pinpoint the second I started 
to believe science more than my own mob. 
The day we lost Nan was the worst of my 
life but I’d kept the faith. I’d looked for the 
signs, waited to feel her close by, to come 
visit. If Nan visited anyone it was gonna be 
me. I’d been so sure.

I’d spent the most time with her listening 
to the old stories, learning the things that 
Nan always said would keep me safe. There 
were things she promised to tell me when 
I was older that I’d never get to hear now, 
and some she’d close her lips tight about, 
like with Mad May Miller. I love Pop and 

a car accident. He’d been driving back 
home late after a few days out tordoning 
by himself. Laney had once called him a 
tree-killer because that was the job – going 
out and poisoning trees to clear land. She’d 
been smacked for it and told not to eat the 
food it put on her plate if she was so high 
and mighty. It was maybe the only time 
I saw him look ashamed. Tordoning is 
something most of the men in town do for 
different properties, sometimes in gangs, 
sometimes by themselves. Dad had his 
own one-man team going. Which is why 
he was all alone that night when he went 
off the road right into a tree. The cops said 
it was tired driving. I didn’t like to think 
about it.

My strongest memories of him are 
being held close to his massive chest, 
which was usually vibrating with laughter 
at something we’d been doing. He never 
called me by my name, I was his ‘MnM’, 
short for Mini-Me. Sometimes I think my 
parents were idiots, fancy naming your 
twins after yourselves. For seven years 
we had two Alanas and two Staceys in 
the house and one communal headache. 
There are times I miss the other Stacey so 
bad my chest feels like it might implode. 
That’s how I’d learnt that time doesn’t heal 
some things, you just get used to the pain.

Gulping down the last of the tea I push 
to my feet like I’m shoving against my 
thoughts, rinse my cup and head back to 
bed. I hesitate at Laney’s door, but decide 
not to create a realistic lump; if Laney is 
showing off somewhere she deserves to 
get in trouble. I climb into my own bed to 
wait and somehow fall asleep.

YA
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Books for Older Readers
A new novel 
from the author 
of The Extremely 
Inconvenient 
Adventures of 
Bronte Mettlestone. 
Bronte’s cousin, 
Esther Mettlestone-
Staranise, is looking 
forward to another 
year at Katherine 
Valley Boarding 
School, but she 
arrives to find a 
number of strange 
changes. Her new 
teacher is rumoured 
to be an Ogre, and 
the mountains 
surrounding the 
school are now 
crowded with wicked 
Shadow Mages.

For more than 
twenty years, 
Lemony Snicket 
has led millions of 
readers through a 
mysterious world 
of unfortunate 
events. This new 
book is a love letter 
to readers young 
and old about the 
vagaries of real life, 
and a cautionary 
tale about his 
own demise. It 
begins with a 
puzzling note 
under his door: 
‘You had poison 
for breakfast’. 
Snicket takes us 
on a thought-
provoking tour of 
his predilections…

Continuing the 
bestselling series of 
poetry anthologies 
edited by Allie Esiri, 
this beautiful gift 
book is the perfect 
introduction to 366 of 
the world’s greatest 
ever poets. Each 
poem includes a 
small introduction 
that gives a sense 
of who the writer 
was, and not just 
the greatness 
of their work, 
offering insightful 
biographical 
details and key 
historical context, 
as well as quirky, 
humorous anecdotes. 
Discover something 
inspirational, every 
day of the year.

The award-winning 
Sarah Crossan 
edits this poetry 
anthology which 
offers calm, hope 
and peace to 
all. Focusing on 
positivity, it’s an 
ideal collection to 
dip into whenever 
you need a 
boost. With a 
cross-section of 
classic poems 
from Langston 
Hughes, Emily 
Dickinson, Chrstina 
Rossetti and Walt 
Whitman, as well 
as contemporary 
poems, this 
beautiful book will 
lift your spirits time 
and time again.

A call to arms for 
teenage girls from 
Rosie Day, who has 
selected letters from 
a collection of some 
of the world’s most 
loved and respected 
female figures, to 
guide young women 
through their trickiest 
years, start an 
uprising and take 
over the world! You 
will become a warrior 
as you realise your 
worth, you will battle 
your brain and learn 
to tackle stress and 
hormones, and you 
will be given the 
tools you need to 
begin your rebellion.

The first in a brand 
new fantasy series 
about a corrupt 
kingdom, a star-
crossed romance 
and a girl who will 
do anything for 
justice, from the 
bestselling author 
of the Cursebreaker 
series. In a kingdom 
where sickness 
stalks the streets, 
King Harristan and 
his bother Prince 
Corrick rule with an 
iron fist. Tessa Cade 
is an outlaw, who 
robs from the rich to 
help the poor. But it 
soon becomes clear 
that the only way 
to save her people 
is to assassinate 
the King…

A YA timeslip novel 
set in a Suffolk 
village. After his mum 
burns down their 
house, sixteen-year-
old Joss is sent to 
live with foster carers 
in Suffolk. The place 
is steeped in history, 
as Joss learns first-
hand when a bike 
accident pitches him 
back more than a 
thousand years to 
the Anglo-Saxon 
encampment of 
Haegelisdun. He soon 
fits into village life, 
but he also knows 
that his new friends 
are in peril from a 
forthcoming Viking 
invasion…

A feminist retelling 
of the Greek myth 
of Medusa, from 
the internationally 
bestselling author 
of The Miniaturist, 
Jessie Burton, 
with beautiful 
illustrations by 
Olivia Lomenech 
Gill. Exiled to a 
far-flung island, 
Medusa’s only 
company are the 
snakes on her 
head. But when a 
charmed, beautiful 
boy called Perseus 
arrives, her 
lonely existence 
is disrupted, 
unleashing desire, 
love and betrayal.

In Aristotle & Dante 
Discover the Secrets 
of the Universe, two 
boys fell in love. In 
this sequel, they 
must discover what 
it means to stay 
in love and build 
a relationship in a 
world that seems to 
challenge their very 
existence. Something 
in Ari cracked open 
when he fell in love 
with Dante, and he 
can’t go back to being 
silent and invisible. 
But when he’s faced 
with a shocking loss, 
he’ll have to fight 
like never before to 
create a life he can 
call his own.

The Stolen Prince  
of Cloudburst
by Jaclyn Moriarty
Guppy Books
HB • £12.99
ISBN 9781913101510
Published 30th 
September
Age range: 10+

Poison For Breakfast
by Lemony Snicket & 
Margaux Kent
Rock the Boat
HB • £10.99
ISBN 9780861542611
Published 2nd 
September
Age range: 10+

A Poet for Every Day 
of the Year
Edited by Allie Esiri
Macmillan Children’s 
HB • £20.00
ISBN 9781529054828
Published 16th 
September
Age range: 12+

Tomorrow Is 
Beautiful
Edited by Sarah 
Crossan
Bloomsbury YA
HB • £12.99
ISBN 9781526641892
Published 30th 
September
Age range: 12+

Instructions for a 
Teenage Armageddon
by Rosie Day
Wren & Rook
HB • £12.99
ISBN 9781526364180
Published 14th 
October
Age range: 12+

Defy The Night
by Brigid Kemmerer
Bloomsbury YA
PB • £7.99
ISBN 9781526632807
Published 14th 
September
Age range: 12+

The Other Side of 
Whale Road
by K.A. Hayton
Lightning Books
PB • £8.99
ISBN 9781785632815
Published 2nd 
September
Age range: 12+

Medusa
by Jessie Burton & 
Olivia Lomenech Gill
Bloomsbury YA
HB • £14.99
ISBN 9781408886939
Published 28th 
October
Age range: 12+

Aristotle & Dante  
Dive into the Waters 
of the World
by Benjamin  
Alire Sáenz
Simon & Schuster 
Children’s • PB • £8.99
ISBN 9781398505278
Published 12th 
October
Age range: 14+
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Quote and Quill is also generously 
offering Booktime readers 15% off 
everything with the code NICK15 with 
a minimum order of £5 through their 
website quoteandquill.co.uk*
Well Read Co is also delighted to offer 
Booktime readers a wonderful discount 
of 10% with the code 10NICK21 via 
their website wellreadcompany.com*

No Exit Press is an 
imprint of independent 
publisher Oldcastle 
Books Ltd. In 2019 NEP 
won the CWA Crime 
& Mystery Publisher 
of the Year Dagger 

award. In over 30 years of business, we 
have published award-winning fiction 
and non-fiction including the work 
of a Pulitzer Prize winner, the British 
Crime Book of the Year, numerous 
CWA Dagger Awards, a British million 
copy bestselling author, the winner 
of the Canadian Governor General’s 
Award for Fiction and the Scotiabank 
Giller Prize, to name but a few. They 
are the home of many crime and noir 
legends from the USA whose work 
includes iconic film adaptations and TV 
sensations. No Exit prides themselves 

on uncovering the most exciting 
new or undiscovered talents. Visit 
noexit.co.uk for more information.

Quote and Quill creates stationery and 
gifts inspired by beautiful books and 
classic literature quotes. From writing 
sets and notebooks to postcards, 
bookmarks and prints, Quote and 
Quill are proud to sell products that 
are ethically made from recycled, 
sustainable materials that are kind to 
the planet. Visit quoteandquill.co.uk for 
more information.

Well Read 
Company is a 
celebration of 

literature and reading. Their products 
allow their customers to express 
themselves through their favourite 
books. Well Read creates light, practical 
and desirable accessories, that will 
endure changing fashion trends.  
Well Read Company - Wear Your Story.  
Visit wellreadcompany.com for  
more information. 

To enter any of  
our competitions,  
visit the folowing  
web page:

www.surveymonkey.co.uk 
/r/BooktimeSeptember2021

Or write to us at:

Booktime,
The Booksellers Association,
6 Bell Yard,
London,
WC2A 2JR

Closing date:

Monday 8th November 2021

WIN!

Win a stunning bundle of Gatsby inspired 
goodies worth nearly £100!

Winners & Answers
March & April 2021

The winners of the competitions were: 
Steve Davison, Tatworth; Ebba Hogan, 
Halifax; Mrs Theresa Thomas, Rotherham; 
Jane Doel, Hayling Island; Caroline, 
Peterborough; Miguel Angel, Liverpool. 
The answers were: Perimenopause Power: 
Oestrogen and progesterone. Puzzletime 
Book Quiz: 1. Rachel Carson; 2. Daffodils; 
3. Robert Browning; 4. The flute; 5. 
Walt Whitman; 6. Ali Smith; 7. Karl Ove 
Knausgaard; 8. Penelope Fitzgerald; 9. 
Agatha Christie; 10. Love’s Labour’s Lost.

For the chance of winning, just answer 
these questions on The Great Gatsby:

❶ In which year was The Great 
Gatsby first published?

❷ What is the name of Nick 
Carraway’s cousin, the great  
love of Jay Gatsby’s life?

❸ What is the name of the area 
of Long Island where Nick and 
Gatsby live?

❹ In the 1974 film adaptation of 
The Great Gatsby, who played  
Jay Gatsby?

❺ And who played Gatsby in the 
2013 film adaptation?

24th September marks the 125th 
anniversary of F. Scott Fitzgerald’s birth and 
also the paperback publication day of Nick 
– Michael Farris Smith’s acclaimed prequel 
to The Great Gatsby, in which narrator Nick 
Carraway steps out of the shadows and into 
the spotlight, in this exhilarating vision of 
his life, during and after the First World War, 
leading up to his meeting with Jay Gatsby. 
See page 8 for our interview with Michael 
Farris Smith.

To celebrate publication and the 
anniversary of Fitzgerald’s birth, No Exit 
Press and the wonderful literary brands 
Quote and Quill and Well Read Company 
are launching a competition to win a bundle 
of Gatsby inspired goodies worth nearly 
£100. The prize includes the new paperback 
edition of Nick, No Exit’s edition of The 
Great Gatsby, Quote and Quill’s jazz age 
writing set, Gatsby postcard set, F. Scott 
Fitzgerald bookmarks and F. Scott Fitzgerald 
A5 notebooks plus Well Read Company’s art 
deco black book tote and Gatsby coin purse.

*These discount codes run from 1st 
September - 3rd October 2021



Turn to page 56 to discover a magical tale of rebellion,  
and the chance to win a special edition!


